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Political profiles sadly lacking

OLEMAN YOUNG, Willlam Milllken,
Walter Reuther — three dynamic, pow-
erful, influential men — each destined
to play a role in Michigan's volatile po-

Mtical history. The good news 18 that books abont
each of theso fascinating men have been pub-
lished within the last few months.

‘The bad news is that, in all three books, we're
showered with roses, roses, roses — with barely
-a prick of the thorn. The very nature of thelr

“Ufe's work, the complexities of their personall- N
tles, the times that shaped thelr ideclogies are ‘The fiction world |
‘all issues begging for abjectivity. "

. Inthe Young blomphy (“Coleman Youog and beckons, and I've been

‘Detroit Politics — Social Activist to Pow-

.er Broker,” by Wllbur C. Rich, Wayne State Uni-
‘wersity Press, hardbound $21.95), we see public
“relations hard at work, and the results are pre-
‘dictable: a biography that ls, ultimately, a bor-
“Ing plece of apologia.

To have to concede that a book about Coleman
Young is 2 yawner Is pretty Incredible, consider-
ing Young's own, ully constructed tough-
guy impression: the profance, irascable counte-
nance, the seldom-appropriate, oftes-hilarious
wit the never-beck-down stance, whether he's
dealing with the military as a Tuskegee Alrman
during World War I, Haurry Bennett and the

book break

wanting to explore its
possibilities for a long

H r
time. — Mona Grigg
book break columnist

Ington Hills 48333, $21.95 Hardbound, $14.95,
softbound), with a forward by Doug F‘mser

In all falrness, I have not seen the review
copy. I can only quote the press release and wish
that all It says is true.

“The blast from a would-be assassin’s shotgun St Lenence.r
e it Somsaittar s oe tosts oy - lungedall Reathers atoa lifetime o sri Elies
fiscal decline, the dismantling of Poletown, um security, constant bodmards bulletproof win- s o
by the Reagan dows and vests, barbed wire — and constant ua'g;\?um tum On Halstead Road
e R i e R VA SO o fene i
Mue & Center .

{ FESSO! charges by J. Edgar Hoover. But there were rom $174.950 553-9270
YanlCH, A PROFESSOR 4t Woyue S1te. 1Y good times, 1o Al are deseribod In Ellgbets e
‘grew out of a with Reuther D 's 400-page account of Wal-
‘of the Coleman Young Foundation. ter Reuther’s two lives — as UA:J‘V president and
* The book was written over a four-year period as a devoted husband and father, : - -

th thelr unflinching suppert — though, accord- ALONG THE way, the family was exposed to SIONEBRIRCE
ing to notes at the cnd of the book, Rich was only figures like Eleanor Roosevelt, JFK, Martio Lu- WY ‘N
able to interview Young on two occasions. ther King and India’s prime minister, Jawahar- NORIH South off Maple batween

In “American Dreams: Lost and Found,” 1al Nehru. Then, in 1970, it 2ll came to an end Northwest corner Fmrg?%lo:ﬁoadg.
Studs Terkel’s 1980 chronlcle of 100 American when Walter Reuther and hls wife, May, were of McClumpha o 000
Lives, Young talks about his own life and brilll- kllled In a plane erash. Dickmeyer suggests pos- & Ann Arbor Road 661-6654
antly, idiomatically, profanlties intact, tells it slble sabotage. from $230.000°s
all In only 14 pages. Too bad he didn't allow Rich Partly because of an enlightening trip to India 458.1519
more time. Too bad he didn't write his own book. with her father, Dickmeyer became a Hare

“THE MILLIKEN YEARS, A Pictorial Re- Krishna devotee and collaborated with Alfred
flection,” is written by Joyce Bralthwaile and Ford, great-grandson of Henry Ford, to convert Yol lli . N
George Weeks, published originally by The the Fisber Mansion into a Hare Krishna temple. ey .
Traverse City Record-Eagle and Village Press It has not been my policy to mention a book . :
Inc., and released recently in large paperback untll I've scen the hard copy, 2nd I hesitate to do South of 8 Mile Oetached cluster homos :

by Wayne State University Press (§17.50).!

What you sce is what you get: An endearing from this book may be wishful thinking. on Frankin Aoad :
picture book with lots of kand shaking, lots of How did the family cope with nolorlety? With R ot from $385,900 :
bappy faces — about what you would expect unrclenting fear? With death? And what was 334-1122 :
from two former Miillken staff members: Walter Reuther really like? :

Bralthwaite was Milliken's campalgn mana- SO, IF I haven't read the book, why am I even :
ger and executive assistant for 14 years; Weeks, bringing it up? Because any book about the The Group * 27655 A Road ¢ Suite 130 » Farmington Hills, M! » 474-8600

a Detroit News columnist, served as efther press
secretary or chief of staff for all of Milliken's 14
yearsin office.

But it, too, Is pretty boring, except for a page
ar two of polltical cartoons near the end of the
book — most of them connecting Milliken with
~ guess who? — Coleman Young.

Still, Milliken Is wundeduﬂy photogenic and a
heck of a nice guy. Maybe too much.

IN THE Reuther bloy‘phy. it Is a loving

Reuther Di , who

does the telling.
The book s called “Reuther: A Daughter
Strikes” (Spelman Publishers, Box 3333, Farm-

it now, Objectivity aside, much of what I want

Reuthers is important; because I wanted to men-
tion it along wnh the other two blographles —
the lives of all three Influential men intercon-
neeted at crucial periods in Michigan's history =
— and because this will be my last column for a
while.

TI'm taking a sabbatleal of sorts — for how
long, I can't say. The fletion world beckons and
T've been wanting to explore its possibilities for
a Joog time. 1 may well get lost — hopelessly
Tost — but I wouldn’t miss the trip for anything.

But not to worry — Book Break will continue
and an Interim columnist will be announced
within two wecks.

~NORTHVILL

IT ALL STARTS
WITH A SOLID

FOUNDATION

Wast side of Novi Road

To buid a lasting home, you need a solid foundation. You also
need quality matetials, experienced craftsmen and an attention
1o detail that never compromises. And (hat’s exactly what
Selective Homes provides

Nerth of Long Lake

Only a child.

This is the child who
can make the dollar sireng,
the economy vibrant.

thru-out, $199.800 (P211) 8314400

- FARMINGTON HILLS

GORGEOUS executive bome In » lovely setting. This 4 bedroom
coloais] offers 2% baths, family toom with ficeplace, formal diniog
room, library, centeal uit, susched garage and numerous upgrades

BEAUTIFULLY DECORATED

AND VWELL maintined home with over 2,000 3q. ft. locsied In
Huatington Woods. 4 bedrooms, family room plus Florida foom,
ficeplace, updated kitchen nod ceatral wir, Attached garage and
fenced yazd. $164,000. (P231) 547-2000

But like all American kids, Randal Six, inventor of a
solar heating device called Let the Sun Shine, is a very
special child.

For our kids have a creauve. inventive heritage second
to none. And inventiveness, creativity, productivity;
these are the things prosperity and growth are made of.

Now the inventive instincts of American school kids are
being challenged by a very special eduwuon program and
contest.

Invent America!

It’s the only program that recognizes small genius.’
With more than half a million dollars in awards every year.

And the only program that knows small genius can
grow up to become big genius—with the capacity to make

a big difference in the world. .

Kids and parents should ask their teachers about

Invent America! and how to participaté.

HOME MADE FOR A FAMILY! .
4 BEDROOMS, 2 up #nd 2 down In Southield. Latge family room.,
eatin kitchen, 3 baths, all updated throughout, plus a fiteplace &
she family room. Detsched garage, pewes carpering and doors. SEE
ITTO DELIEVE IT1 $69,900 (A284) 3576700

. CANTON
LARGE lavely colonial in Brookside Village offeting 4 bedrooms,
2V batbs, family room with fireplace, formal diaing coom, finisbed
room in basemeat, central wir snd attached garage with opener.
$111,500 (C397) B3t-4400

? P g
find if teacher doesn't know? DEAUTIFULLY DECORATED DON'T RENT - BUYT
Just write Invent America!, 510 King Street, Smte GARDNER'S DEIGHTT Move cight iato tls 3 bedroom lb;i[:k TS Arro::ltlzl.«?w l‘br,dmoud . 1 :;;. mnlr;gll coodo in -
exan i b ia chermiag Lathrup Villsge. This home offers » formal din- Farmingion Hills is tastefully decorat shilog, custoen
420, Alexandria, VA 22314, or call 703/684-1836. i Top room with bay window. fnlthed batement, TWO fireplaces aad wirroring througbout, Wall tb wall closets provide plenty of sior
Invent Amena' . ; MORE_ONE YEAR WARRANTY. $95,500 (B287) 337-6700 sge. Carpors, pool, aad teanls cours are sdded exaras. $34,9500

{T-300) 647-6400

ROY.
6i1-1660

Designed to make America a winner again.
i - BIRMINGHAM
: : ¥ 647-6-400

ROCHESTER - BLOOMEI
651-4100 6

ROYAL OAK
547-2000

WEST BLOOMFIELD
851400

“SOUTHFIELD/LATHRUP
557 6700

dreer in real ¢

Beinging Sriaxt teeas (5 out of yenag alnes

Jovert America! is a nonprofit program m-ﬁhmmue«om
Cnln-rhlmdnmhnm-vhlmdnﬂ.
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