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George just talks about himself

By By Bob Sadier
speclal wrller

The lnst time Melvin George paid
a visit to Detrolt, he came to visit his
uncle. And his luggage was stolen.

So George has a warning for any-
one interested in coming to his com-
cdy show.

“I'll be watching what everybody’s
wearlpg.”

But seriously, Melvin George is
certalnly not your typical funnyman.

Leaving his hometown of Boston
tn 1975 for greener showblz opportu-
nities in New York, he soon became
a regular at Catch A Rising Star and
‘The Improvigational while earning a
degree in theater at State Unlversity
of New York (SUNY).

Applying his skills as an actor and
director, George was a member of
“The Kltchen Table Comedy Team"
{with Robert “Hollywood Shuffle"
Townsend) for three years. That
group made an appearance at Carne-
gie Hall,

In 1981, George decided to test the
solo waters of stand-up work. A blg
break came his way — opening three
Palti LaBelle shows in front of 8,000
people at King's Dominlon amuse-
ment park in Virginla,

“The first show was horrendous,”
George said. “T just couldn't grasp
8,000 people In my head.”

GEORGE TURNED it around for
the ensuing shows, and eventually
landed opening slots for Chaka
Khan, Gladys Knight and the Pips,
Roberta Flack, The Commodores,
The Four Tops and The Temptations.

The style of comedy George em-
braces Is a hybrid of hls influences
— Bill Cosby, Richard Pryer, Dlck
Gregory, Bob Newhart and George
Carlin.

“I talk about myself,” he said. “If
it happened to me that day, it'll
probably be on stuge that night. [
can't slt down and write jokes. I
have to live them.”

Another unigue aspect to George's
humor is his use of body movement
to manipulate a punchline or routine.

“I'm 6-feet, 2-inches. It's tough for
me to stand still," he sald. “So, I
sometlmes like to explaln my jokes
with a littte physieal action.”

Beyond the superficial aspect of
comedy, however, George secks
something more out of every per-
formance — to truly reach his audl-

ence,

“I'd llke to belleve that the style of
humor I do is the kind that es a
difference in people’s lives,” George
sald. “I once had a woman come up
to me after a show and tell me she
had a few weeks left to live. But
while watchlng my show, she feit
like she had no problems and could
Just laugh, I have a deslre to share in
people’s happiness.”

WHEN NOT on the comedy clr-
cuit, George is a devoted famlly
man, living on Long Island with his
wife, 17-year-old daughter and 3-
year-old son. They are both sources
of Inspiratlons and persplratlon,

"When I'm on the road, I look for-
ward to comlng horne. Then when

I'm at home, I lock forward to leav-
Ing.” he sald. “I had (career) plans
for myself In 1985, but then my son
was born, and I realized that all my
pl:ms and desires were secondary.
“Comedy is just what I've been
able to do for a living, and I'm mak-
ing the most of it. So I want to keep
doing it and support my family."
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Friday Alley Theatre Presents
March 17 Arthur Miller’s

8:00 P.M. “A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE”
Friday PRESERVATION
March 31 HALL JAZZ BAND

8:00 P.M. Great New Orleans Jazz

Music Hall Box Office 963-7680+ Charge By Phone 423-6666
m&:—.v'.j-

Tickets At All

AAA And Hudson’s

, Outlets Including
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Melvin George's style of comedy is a hybrid ot his influences — Bill Cosby, Richard Pryor,
Dick Gregory, Bob Newhart and George Carlin.

George still does wish for fame,
but not the kind of notoriety reached
by friends like Robert Townseand.
‘The fame he secks is of a more para-
doxical nature.

“I want cveryone to know me and
to leave me alone when I walk down
the strect. I like the attention, but I
also like being anonymous.”
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A Majestic

PADDY’S EVE PARTY
THURSDAY, MARCH 16 « 7:30 P.M.
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& FANORE”

Steven McNelll - \himam
Fahdane wepdarna The Kitty Heinz:

Meivin George will appear
Wednesday through Saturday at
Joey's Comedy Club, Plymouth
Road, east of Levan Road, Livo-
nia. Showtimes are 8§ pm.
Wednesday and Thursday, with
an additional 10:30 p.m. show on

Friday and Saturday. For reser- .

vations, call 261-0555.

Detroit « 833-9700
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SHELL IS[AND .an all suite

outdoor pools, whirlpool,

FLY IN FOR A REAL SUITE
GOLF DEAL ON THE
N.CAROLINA COAST

455° /473535

200, double oceupancy phus s

overlooking miles of natural unspoiled beach. in addition to
65°+ weather in March & April, we offer heated indoor &

oceanfront restaurant & lounge with nightly entertainment.

resort hotel located oceanfront

sauna & fitness center plus

COMEDY CLUBS

Here are some listings of come-
dy clubs in our area, To let us
know who is appearing at your
club, send us the information:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centric, 3625¢ Schooleraft, Livo-
nia 48150.

@ CHAPLIN'S EAST

Klaus Myers will appear Wednes-
day through Saturday, March 15-18,
at Chaplin's East, 34244 Groesbeck,
Fraser. Showtlmes are 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday and 8:30
p.m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
u;day. For information, call 792-
1902

©® CHAPLIN'S WEST

Mick Louls Lazinek will perform
on Tuesday through Saturday, March
14-18, at Chaplin's West, 16890 Tele-
graph Road, south of Six Mile, De-
troit. For information, call 533-8866.

@® COMEDY SPORTZ

Comedy Sportz at the Heldelburg
will have lmprovisational comedy at
830 pm. and 11 pm. Friday and
Saturday. The club is at 215 N, Main,
Ann Arbor. Showtimes are 8:30 p.m.
and 11 pm. For reservations, call
995-8888.

@ JOEY'S

Melvin George will perform
Wednesday through Saturday, March
15-18, at Joey's Comedy Club, 36471
Plymouth, west of Wayne Road,
Livonta. Showtimes are 8 pm.
Wednesday and Thursday and at 8
p-m. and 10:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday. Thursday Is no smoking night.
For informatlon, call 261-0555.

Consamer Information Center
Dagt. TO, Puedls, Colosnds $10¢

Whoopi Goldberg will pos-
form at the Fox Theater in
Detroit Monday, March 27.

® COMEDY CASTLE

Tom MecTigue wlll appear Tues.
day through Saturday, March 14-18,
at Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle,
2593 Woodward, Berkley. Showtimes
are 830 pm. Tuesday through
Thursday and 8:30 p.m. and 11 pm.
Friday and Saturday. For reserva-
Uons, call 542-9900.

® WHOOPI GOLDBERG

Whoopl Goldberg will perform at
8 p.m. Monday, March 27, at the Fox
Theater In Detroit. Tickets are
$22.50. For information, call 567-
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DINNER FOR TWO!
Served Mon. thru Fri. After 4 pm.
« B.B-Que Sparctibs 112,95
* New Zealand
White Fish '11.95
¢ Lisagna ‘1095
. S:umd Pork Chops *12.95
omplete dinners include soup o0 valsd
e

Treermmnmmans I Moes.

LIVONIA
421-7370
Mours: MoaFri 1t em.-2 am.
Sat$ pm.-? 4. * Erienaiament
Tuesday thre Sundsy

Mr.

's STEAK HOUSE
27331 5 MILE (C

orner Of Inkater)

Tuesday thru Saturdsy
Now Jolaln

snownue. Wally Gibson

i Y 04 Wondey
inger, .
SunraeBill Kahter

Count-Down Has Started at Mr, Z's for
St. Patrick’s Day
Friday, March 17th
Continuous LIVE MUSIC
starting at 12:00 noon
'» CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE+ GREEN BEEA« HATS
Woear your green and celebrate with us.
Decoratlons are up &nd it’s PARTY TIME]
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KANSAS CITY
STAIP STEAK * 7.99
Inctudes 30up, salad, potato

CHICKEN or
STEAK STIR-FRY
with rice, soup or salad

$6.95

Men, if you're about to turrns 18, it's e,
time to register with Selective Service
at any U.S. Post Office.

G

It’s quick. It’s easy.
And it's the law.
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A TRADITIONAL
-CARLTON WEEKEND

UNTRADITIONAL
PRICE: $79A NIGHT.

L F-mlly lndlllnm pow from shared experiences. Easter at the

N K!npk;. Sump!uo\u buffet served 9:30 a.m, to 3:00 p.m. In the
i rand Ballroam. Adults $14.95; chitdren $7.95 (includes beverage), *
| Eamr Bunnles bearing gifts. Afier 12:00, dinner fsserved inulldining .
i rooma, A llooml‘lt]d mm lndmon. Call for reservations.

I(mgs[ey In

ATl (3031 6420100 x®

DETROIY TO WILMINGTON, N.C. RATE INCLUDES:

ROUND TRIP AIRFARE VIA
MID-SIZE NATIONAL RENTAL CAR *>-evi~s
LUXURLOUS, OCEANFRONT SUITE
FULL BREAXFAST DAY
18 ROLE GREENS FEE & CARYT.DAILY, CHOICE OF 14 COURSES
e o e b e e e S
CAlL TOLL FREE
&R Siicl{ olar
Rewniont 1-800-522-8575

A LUwIna AN
ST ALt

Joe Panackio, Gen. Mgr.

Join usatour beautiful new hotel across from FaiﬂaneTowr\CmtctYw'ﬂ
enjoy a gracious room. Special touches like Tralian marble baths, plush <
terry robes and twice-daily housckeeping service. Fine dining. Our mdoct :
heated pool and fitness center. And, of course,

uncompromising personal service. Only $79a.

night any Friday, Saturday and Sunday through

March 31, 1989, subject to availability. For reser-

\.—monsplc:lsccl]l 3 -441 .2(.]300:8(!)-241 -3333. THE RITI»CAR.LTGI

And start a week of your own.
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