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Snowshoes
come of age
with sleek,
new styling

By Mario Chestnoy
statt writer

For non-sklcrs, there's still a way
to enjoy the serenity of snow-shroud-
ed woods without sinking into three
feet of snow — snowshoes.

Snowshoes? Those webbed, wide,
anclent pleces of wood thal make
you walk like a duck?

With a reputation like that, it's no
wonder that snowshoes have long
stayed hidden In the shadows of thelr
glltzler and faster cousins, skis.

But no more. Two trends have
merged to bring snowshoes out of
the shadows. One i3 the q;:_n:x for

~-round physical fitness. The sec-
ﬂl: a spiffy new 20th century look
to an old technology.

have used this practically unchanged
and very practical plece of equip-
ment for a strictly utilitarian reason
~ to get through the woads when the
snow got too deep.

Woodsmen, outdoorsmen, trappers
and foresters have long used
snowshoes. Even snowmobllers and
skiers carry along a pait for emer-
gencles.

But snowshoes today have cap-
tured new fans.

Physlcal fitness buffs find inex-
pensive ways to keep active In the
spring, summer and fall. But, for
non-sklers, optlons dwindle when
sidewalks get icy.

Snowshoelng Is a good way to keep
physically fit because breaking a
trall through snow is exhausting

An Upper h

maker three years ago sold 2,000
of snowshocs. He has since
upped sales to 12,000 pairs a year.

“I took a gamble when I bought
this company three years ago," sald
Bob Hulse, owner of Iverson
Snowshoe Co. in Shinglcton, the only
snowshoe maker In Michigan. “But I
thought thelr popularity would In-

crease,

“And we got a blg break when we
became the distributor for L.L. Bean
(a Malne outdoor mall order compa-
ny). That accounts for one-half of our
sales.””

Ten thousand years ago, native
Americans strung moose or carlbou
thongs onto a plece of lightweight
wood and took off across the glaclal
terrain,

FOR THE last 200 years, folks llv-
ing in America's northern regions

work, in light, powdery
snow, where snowshoes sink deeper.

‘That brings us to the second rea-
son for the new interest in snowshoes
— modern technology.

With the new, narrower
snowshoes, the old duck walk Is
gone. Today's snowshoes are lighter
and shorter than their ancient coun-
terparts.

THE IVERSON company still
sticks to old-fashioned wood frames,
But many companies today have

Kathy Thomas, an

the woods.

switch has been to neoprene.”

In the Upper Penlnsule, familics
still buy snowshoes as a practical
tool to get through thelr snowhbound
winter.

In Lower Michigan, famllles now
buy snowshoes to enjoy winter.,

Today, the distinctive track of the
webbed snowshoe is a common sight
on state forest and reereatlon lands.
wearers have three ad-

switched to free, near-
1y indestructible tube aluminum,

Rawhlde bindings and hamesses
have given way to synthetic materi-
als such as neoprenc or urethane,
Unllke rawhide, these bindings doa't
fuzz up with frequent use.

“Twenty percent of those we sell
are rawhide, and that's mostly to
traditionalists who hang them over
the flreplace,” Hulse sald. “The big

vantages over skiers.

First, snowshoelng can be quickly
mastered. It takes just five minutes
to learn the basle technique of walk-
Ing (keep the tips up and let the tall
drag).

And it takes maybe an hour to
master the secreis of climblng up
short, steep hills (kick tlps straight
into slope).

and more.
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SECOND, snowshocrs have an eas-
ter time getting up steep hills than
cross country skiers, and they have
an casler time getting downhill
where there are no ski run-outs.

And third, folks on snowshoes can
go where other folks, including ski-
ers, can’t go. They walk where the
only lracks in the snow arc the
tracks made by anlmals. In the sl-
fence of winter, they can plough
through thickly wooded backcountry,
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unfazed by Iallen logs, heavy under-
brush or marshland.

Snowshoeing is not yet as blg as
skilng or snowmobiling, Hulsc ad-
mits.

Back East and out West,
shoesnowing Is blgger. In fact,
Hulse's biggest market is New Eng-
land, where folks buy hls mountaln-
climbing snowshoes.

Snowshoes are designed for specif-
le uses. Some glve good traction In
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d Oaks County Park, opied for snowshoes during o recent trek through

open arcas, Some glve backpackers
or foresiers cxtra support. Still oth-
ers are best for long walks through
drifted snow.

‘The Benchmark, 32715 Grand Riv-
er, Farmington, has some Iverson
models in stock, as well as some alu-
minum models.

And persons with questlons about
what model to buy can call Hulse at
906-452-6370.
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BEST PICTURE
O The Accidontal Tourist

BEST SUPPORTING ACTOR
[ Atec Guiness, Little Dorit

[ Dangerous Linisons
O Mississippi Buming
O Aain Man

O Working Girl

BEST ACTOR

©) Gono Hackman, Mississipp! Buming
O Tom Hanks, 8ig .

O Dustin Hofiman, Rain Man

0 Max von Sydow, Polie tha Conguoror

BEST ACTRESS

O Glonn Cleso, Dgngarous Liaisons
01 Jodio Fostar, The Accused

O Molanio Grilfith, Working Girl

O Moryl Siroop, A Cry in the Dark

€] Edward Jamos Olmos, Stand & Daiivor

Q Sigoumnoy Woaver, Gorilas in tho Mist

O Kovin Kline, A Fish Called Wanda

(3 Mantin Landau, Tuckor, Tho Man and His
Droam

3 River Phoonix, Running on Emply

) Doan Stockwoll, Mamied to tha Mob

BEST SUPPORTING ACTRESS

O Joan Cusack, Working Girl

O Geona Davis, Tho Accidontal Tourist

O Francos M:Domand, Mississippi Burning
QO Michalle Plaittor, Dangerous Liaisons

(3 Sigournay Woaver, Working Girl

BEST DIRECTOR
Q Chatles Crichton, A Fish Callod Wanda

O Martin Scorsoso, The Last Templation of Christ

[0 Atan Parkor, Assissippl Burning
C) Bamry Lovinson, Rain Aan
Q1 Mika Nichols, Working Girt
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