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{ Dorothy
Lehmkuhl

Best foot forward

Q. My closet is overflowing because I
hove so many paire of thoes. What's the
best way to store them?

A. There Is no one best storage solution
because individuals' needs vary. The best
approach s have your cleset professlonally
redesigned with speclally bullt show stor-
age. That can be costly, however, and 1s not
a top priority expenditure for everyone.

Next best, haunt catalogs, housewares de-
partments or converslon stores llke Clutter
Control of Farmington Hills for the myriad
of organlzers now available: Men's shocs
can sit on extra open shelving on exlsting
shelves or on racks attached to walls,
Transparent shoe drawers stack for wom-
en's shoes. Bags with horlzontal pigeon
holes velero to the rod. Vinyl bags with
pockets hang on the backs of closet doors or
from rod hangers. Inexpensive cardboard
dividers holding nlne pairs sit on cxisting
shelves. Metal holders hang from closet
doors or sit on the floor.

A rule of thumb s to keep shoes olf the
closet floor, partly because they are an lnovi-
tation to end up in a pile. Also if the floor is
not clear for easy cleaning, dust can collect
there and My up onto your elothes.

Some peaple prefer to retain shoes in
thelr orlginal boxes. Even If they are la-
beled on the outside, this works poorly be-
cause box slzes rarely match and getting
shoes In and out Is difficult. There 1s a solu-
tion, however.

To retaln original shoe boxes, tear out
one end of the box, and tear back the sldes
— but not the top — of one end of the lld.
(The resulting )id “flap” retalns box stabili-
ty and helps deflect dust.) Then tape the Hd
to the box and stack them as usual. These
utlllze space well, keep your shoes relative-
1y dust free and yet they can be seen, re-
moved and replaced caslly. While Imper-
fect, this idea is very popular fn my space
utilizatlon seminars.

If you still have too many pairs to it in
your closet, remove out-of-season shoes to a
remote storago arca. Refine further by
keeping only your mest frequently wormn
shoes In your closet and others in anotber
bedroom, for instance. Or dlvide shoes by
type, moving glittery party shocs to a re-
mote spot, keeping flat casual shoes In onc
closet aven and heels in another, Flnally, if
you are really desperate, ask yourself if
shoes worn enly once a year or 50 are worth
harboring at all?

) condo
$| queries

Robert M.
Melsner

Q: I read your column and hope that you
can give me some advice, My current situa-
tion Is tkat I am feeliog frustrated paylng
out all of this money for rent with no tax
rellef. I am a first-time boyer and I am

i you can any books
or do yoo have any suggestions to make the
process easler concerning condominlums. I
am also concerned about the geographic lo-
cation in choosing the right mrea, Thanks
very much for your help.

A: There Is not yet a book to my knowl-
edge which deflnitively helps condominium
purchasers In regard to what it is llke to
live In a condominium but one is in the

as it is printed. Sufflce it to say that there
arc classes that are offered in real estate
and condominium operation. Check with
Wayne State University at 577-4685 for
more Information.

As to finding the geographical location
and the price range in which you are inter-
ested, get a good broker who has bad a Jot
of experience with condominiums to help
you. Once you have found a prospective con-
dominlum, get an attorney who can check
on the condominlum association and/er the
condomlpium developer and it down with
you and explain all of the details Incident to
the purchase of a condomlnium and its legal
ramifications,

Q: Oor management company says it has
a lawyer on staff who can provide our asso-
clatlon with legal advice. The company has
also strongly rccommended an atlorney
who it works with, although, I have heard
the attorney has done legal work for one of
the principals of the management company.
One of the metnbers of the board Is an at-
torney who thinks this Is not a good prac-
tice. What are your thoughts? .

A: If, In fact, the management company
Is “pushing” an attorney, be sure to deter-
mine whether that attorney has, any flnan-
cial or legal interest In the management
company. Find out if the attorney bas per
formed any legal services for the manage-
ment company, either in tho past or &t pres-
ent. You should be looking for Independent
counsel whe Is strictly accountable to the
assoclation and no one else. You have & po-
tentlal conflict of interest situation on tha
part of the attorney if, in fact he is serving
two masters, You may also wish to question

the of the
when such conduct is contemplated.
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Elegant homes are returning

AP ~— A deeade ago, just as the

retlre from the rest of the house,
C

lounge chairs, side ta-

cnergy crisis
to buy smaller, more efficlent cars,
1t also had an impact on the housing
market, causing devclopers to con-
struct smaller, more cfffcient
homes.

But today we are seeing a demand
for larger, more spaclous houses
with greater elegance and a more
creative uze of space with sophistt-
cated heating and ventilatlon sys-

tems.

Developers have just begun to see
the Impact of this trend In the de-
mands of purchasers.

Many house buyers, {or example,
want larger bedrooms that serve as
sccondary llving areas. And the post.
war trend lo reduce the helght of
cellings has been reversed. Home-
owners apprectute o minimum of 9-
foot ceilings, They often soar to 20
fect, with dramatic window treat-
ments.

Many homeowners wiil actually
Incorporate a mini living room Into
their bedroom, where one member
of the family can read guletly and

bles and small couches give bed-
rooms a new dlmension, Some peo-
ple even opt to have fireplaces as the
focus of these bedroom and llving
areas.

TO COMPLEMENT THESE spa-
clous rooms, home buyers frequently
ook for large, adjacent bathrooms,
often subdivided inte two arcas so
that more than onc person can use
the room at the same time,

larity 1z the sun belt for obvious cll-
matological reasons.

For the health consclous, homes
will Include small separate bay
arcas for cxercise cqulpment and
space for calisthenics and stretching.

In homes at one development at
Port Liberte, Jersey City, N.J., this
bay area fs located in the master
bedroom, near the shower, so that it
cap be used convenlently at any
time. Port Liberle has a cross sec-
tlon of homes ranging from $150,000

to

In the large e
ers may also bulld whirlpool baths
with scparate showers and steam
showers {an enclosed shower linked
to a steam generator). This provides
an almost self-sufficlent mind health
apa right in a bathroom.

Previously, bathrooms were small
with minlmal and restrictive lght,
Bathrooms are now being built with
larger windows and skylights to pro-
vide a greater feellng of openness
and light. In the same veln, cnclosed
sundecks are befng built outstde of
the master bedrooms. These extend-
cd porches show even greater popu-

$900,000 family
townbouses, built aleng a 2 1%-mile
network of man-made canals.

WALK-IN CLOSETS these days
generally feature shelves designed
for shoes and several hanglng racks
{for spart coats and slacks and a vari-
ety of drawers. The closet becomes
well organized, transformed into a
storage and dressing area, and very
much more, with a section that
$ncludes,large mlrrors for dressing.

market d are

Arcas for entertaining play an Im-
pertaot role. Foyers — large, formal
arcas — are separated {rom the llv-
ing room and dinlng room, decorated
with tile and marble. This Is a place
lo greet guests that reflects the over-
all theme of a home.

Kltchens are taking on a new fia-
vor -~ very European In style and
deslgn. Appllances and cablnet work
are getting slecker and cleaner, with
much more sophistication in the way
they operate.

The typical Amerlcan buyer will
take to this with enthuslasm. Smooth
closed range tops, bullt-in refrigera-
tors, bullt-in microwaves, scparate
double ovens and a garbage dlsposa)
and compactor will be incorporated
into more and more modern kitch-

ens.

A wider range of counter materi-
als will also be used, includlng natu-
ral and synthetic stones, as well as
tile and stainless stecl. They are du-
rable and easy to live with, and new
in Kitchens will become

dealing with, there appears to be an
increasing expectation of luxury.

an area where style Is as lmportant
asdeslgn.

Foyers —
large, formal
areas — are
separated
from the living
room and
dining room,
decorated
with tile and
marble. This
is a place to
greet guests
that refiects
the overall
themeofa
home.

| New

| trappings this

Bl 9 p.m. Saturday and

showing
of old
things

The University of
Michlgan-Dearborn
fleldhouse arena
will take on antique

weekend for the
Great Lokes
Antigue Shovw and
Sate, from 11a.m. to

11am.to8p.m.
Sunday. The show
featurces 80 of the
nation's foremost
antiques dealers
from 25 states
exhibiting for sale,
in handsome room
displays, 18th and
19th century =
antiques. *
Admission is $5,

good for both days.

For more

information, call .

420-3237. 504
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DON’T MISS OUR
32 Page Special Section
Telling all about the...
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You Can Find This
Informative Guide In Your
Thursday, March 16th
Observer & Eccentric Newspaper
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From $85,800
(313)437-1159
MODELS OPEN: Mon.-Fri. 12-4 P.M./Sat. & Sun. 12-5 P.M.
ALSO OPEN THURSDAYS/Red Cedar Closed Thurs,
CENTAUR CONTRACTORS, INC. « COLONIAL ACRES REALTY, INC.
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 WLLLISETON, R 17

From $73,900
(313) 437-6887 .

From $58,900
(517) 655-3446



