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Gasoline tax hike would help U.S. carmakers

By Dan McCosh
spocial writer

blllions worth of Japancse real cs-

Glaclers from the last lce age
slop) miles

tate
sometime In the mrly ZZUI}:
All of which would have mainly

50
north of Detrolt 10,000 years or 50
ago, a fact that today is worrisome
to the domestic auto industry.

Not that anybody these days be-
grudges the need for clectric refrig-
eratfon for nine months of the year
around here, but the recedlng lce
also marked the beginning of a
warming trend that eventually filled
the Superior and Huron canyons with
water, according to the rudimentary
tessons learned In my old high school
In Royal Oak.

LIKE MOST trends that don't
know where to stop, this warming
trend now threatens to move spring
break {festlvitles from Fort Lauder-
dale to Toledo, and contlnued melt-
ing of the polar lce caps could drown

demic interest to the rest of us
except for a report about to be re-
leased in Washington by the Envl-
renmental Protection Agency that
blames the conilnuing rise In the
carth’s temperature malnly on ex-
eﬁu\vc fuel consumption by automo-
blles.

‘THE EPA’S posltion is the strong-
est argument unteashed In Washing-
ton In a decade arguing for a signlfl-
cant Increase in the minimum corpo~
rate average fuel economy — the so-
called CAFE regulations adopted as
a reactlon to the mid-1970s fuel cri-
sls that mandate both ac-
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Despite the fact that CAFE regu-
latlons were origlnally proposed by
the domestie industry, they quickly
became a noose with the rope held
by imports, since most foreign-built
fleets were far ahead of the domes-
ties tn overall economy.

* TODAY, WITH the resurgence of

interest in high horsepower and baby
boomers suddenly dlscovering the

ceptable fuel consumption and an
overall average, now approximately
27 milles per gallon of gasollne for an
individual manufacturer.

joys of p d, even the Japa-
nese fuel economy averages are
dropplng rapldly for new cars, al-
though the overall average fuel con-
sumptlon per vehicle continues to

Questionnaire helps spot
workplaces hurt by drugs

To help identify a drug-lmpalred
workplace, Marilyn Graham, admin-
istrator for Starting Point Programs
In Sacramento, Callf., developed a
questionnaire for use by buslness
owners and managers. Respondents
are asked to lock for *“yes" answers
in clusters of two or three to create a
pattern indicative of wasted employ-
ce {ime and abuse of privileges.

® Has there been a recent In-
crease jn theft?

® Are there more strangers in
and around your bullding?

# Do your employees visit their
cars at odd times?

® Do cmployees go to the rest
room or locker room often?

® Are certaln employees preoc-
cupied or In a daze?

there an Increase i accl-

denis with equipment?
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® Are more grievances belng
filed?

® Is there more iliness, especlally
colds ang “flu?”

® Docs one group of employees
create most of the discipline prob-
lems?

® Arc cmployces taking longer
colfee breaks and lunches?

In thelr book, “Drugs and Alcohol
in the Workplace," Graham and co-
author Drusilla Campbell state that

® Arc your workers’
tion clalms rising steeply?

® Are certain employces always
loa casual about safety measures?

 Has your product-refection rate
risen?

& Are you recelving mnore service
complaints?

 Is afternoon work generally In-
ferjor to that donc tn the mornlng?

@ Has there been a rise in absen-
teclsm especlally on Mondays, Fri-
days and during holldays?

® Are the samz employees fro-
quently tardy? Absent? Forgetful?

loy who are ly de-
pendcm show varying symp!omx of
abuse, depending on the drugs being
used. For instance, users of cocalne
may often be the most highly
motivated, creative and energetic
people on the payroll.

“Even after addictlon, the Im-
palred employee witl still go through
periods of outstanding work per-
formance. Alternatlng with these,
however, will be radlcal mood
swings that make him or her diffi-
cult to work with and Impessible to

correct or make suggestions to.”
Most common among regular
users is an “I eouldn’t care less” attl-
tude accompanying dcluslons of
grandeur {“At least I made It into
work today; they'd be lost without
me."). Physical symptoms Include
habitually licking the lips, jitters,
loss of appetite and energy, continu-
al sniffles and uncxplained heart
palpitations, “800-Cocaine” by Dr.
Mark S. Gold Is a book that Is recom-
mended to employers who suspect

deellne as old cars are trashed.

Only a few hand-wringers, notahly
including mysell, remain concern
about the consumption of energy
agaln running amok. I never really
forgave the state of Michigan for
tripling the cost of license plates for
my VW Beetle in the midst of the

amount of carbon dloxide in the at-
mosphere. Carbon dloxide, ia turn,
contributes to the so-called “grccm
house effect,” which is similar to
!eavlng & car with a black interjor
the windows rolled up on a hot

summcr day.

1f global warmlng seems a blt ab-
stract, the proposal included in ke
pending EPA report is not. Hearings
will s0on commence on proposals
that Include raising corporate fuel
cconomy requirements approxi-
mately 30-50 percent n the next dee-
ade.

THAT WOULD result [n a huge
shock to a d tic industry only

encrgy crisis — a
policy declslon if there ever was ene.
But I 'dlgress,

TODAY, THE concern over ener-
gy s not being driven by ruaning out
of the stuff, but the observation that
burning certaln fuels Increases the

now beginning to recover from the
reluctance of its customers to buy lts
early efforts at fuel-efficient auto-
mobiles. Few technolds today
tleve there is much room left for
fundamental improvements in en-
glne efficlency.

Improving CAFE (hus means cut- |,

Ung sales of large cars and
Ing sales of small ones,

Doing this with gasoline at less
than a buck a gatlon means domestic
automakers once again would be
prohibited from selling their most

profitable, popular car lines, while .
imports from low-lnbor-cost coun-

trics capable of bulldlng small cars
profitably would be heavily favored.

DESPITE THE problems inbereat ™
in such a proposal, CAFE is stlll the *
route favored by an administratlon -

reluctant to advocate a gasoline tax

«— the main alternatlve that would *

likely also achleve the goal of lm-
proved fuel economy but leave the

choice of what to buy in the hands of

the consumer.

Then again, maybe Toledo
wouldn't be such a bad place for
spring break aiter all.

Recently 1 wrote a column on
what to look for in a financlal
planner, Today I present a chart
that puts the planner selection pro-
cess In a different light. I hope that
you will benefit from It.

The IRS in peace and war

Belleve it or not, on Dec. 14,
1988, the IRS published the [ullow-
ing [nformatlon In the Internal
Revenue Manual See. 1 {16} 25.1
through I {16) 25.3:

When |t comes to collecting tax-
es, nothing deters the IRS. Not
even nuclear war, The IRS recently
Issued a plan for continulng its op-
eratlons in the event of 2 nuclear
attack or other national emergen-
oy,

Should Armageddon occur, sur-
vivors will be pleased (o know that
the IRS will be prepare to (1) as-
sess, collect, and record taxes with-
in 30 days n(ler lcrmimuon of the

cocaine abuse among

For additlonal informatlon and
sources of employer-related asslst-
ance, readers can contact the Na-
tlonal Drug Hotline at 800-241-9746

r the Drug-Free Workplace Help-
flne at 800-843-4971.

Mary DiPaolo is the owner of
MarkeTrends, a Farmington
Hills-based business consulting
Jfirm. She is also producer and
host of the cabie tclwman series,
“Chamber Per
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of an emergency nature.

Anticlpating that it may encoun-
ter o fow collection problems in the
hardest-hit areas, the bas es-
tablished collecuon prioritles. In

trate on collecting current taxes.
But there wlll be no relief for

dellnquent taxpayers who Uve in

commnnlu:: that are spared from

ac-
counts wllt bc put ‘on the back burn-
cr while Intrepid agents concen-

ccording to the
plan, * “In areas where taxpaying
potential is substantially unim-

paired, enforeed collection of delin-
quent accounts wilt be continued.”

So the message is clear: You will
be treated with care by the IRS,
whether there is war or peace.

Edacational Seminar: *Medicare
Tax — How to Beat It," “Retire-
ment — How to Make the Dream
Come True,” “Lump Sum Distribu-
tion — Safety vs. Return" and
“New Tax Law and Annulty Invest-
ment."

The seminar, sponsored by the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
and Coordinated Financlal Plan-
ning, will be held 7-9 p.m. Tuesday,
April 11, in the offices of Coordl-
nated Financial Planning, Sheffield
Office Park, 3250 W. Big Beaver,
Suite 540, Troy.

For reservations, call 643-8888.

Sid Mittra i3 e professor of
finance, school of business at
Oakland University and owner
of Coordinated Financial Plan-
ning.

GREAT FOR
IRAs, TOO

Ninetcen offices
throughout

the metropolitan
Detralt area.

DETROIT: 20068 Yan
[hke, 893-7180 / 19330
West 7 Mile, 537-3400.
EAST DETROIT: 19080
East 10 Mile, 771-8810.
SOUTHFIELD: 24700
Northwestern Highway,
B27-6593 1 20400 West
12 Mile, 358-2017 £ 25177
Greenfield, 557-7840.
BIRMINCHAM: 4100 West
32800

PARK: 13'100 West 9 Mite,
547.7330 1 25555 Coalidge,
547-6400, CLAWSON:
1305 West 14 Mile,
4354430, FARMINGTO:!

1370 E’Js! 14 M,
294-6350. {

|
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WEIGIFTS, 3747 East !

15 Mile, 977.0057. uTicas |

45676 Van Dyke, 314500, |

EARBORN: 13007 West |
Warren,

ROCHESTER HILLS: |

Great Oaka Mal, 1266 |

|

i

|

|

10.00

;vmml
pertentage
yield®

;nmu.\
punnl-!ﬂc

9.53¢

Limited Time Offer

Act now for an incredible rate on a deposit as low as $500.

We're offering this special one-year Certificate of Depi)sit
rate only in Michigan — and only for a limited time.

Your deposit is FSLIC-insured up to $100,000 per account

relationship for total security.

To take advantage of this special offer, visit your nearest
Empire of America office or call SMARTLINE® at
1-800-843-2443 from 9 a.m, to 9 p.m., seven days a week.

*Interest and principal must remain on deposit a full year at the stated rate to eam the annuat
yield shown. Interest is compoundied daily Substantial interest penalty far early withurawal.

EARN %% EXTRA INTEREST

Open a 5%9% N.O.W. Checking Account for $1,000 or more
when you open your CD and camn an extra 4% on your CD ratel
Plus reccive your first onder of personalized checks free. Present
this coupon when you open your account.

Offer expires 4115089, This offer is not availabke for Cartificates of Deposit of $100,000
of more.

32 Empire of America

Fodersi Bavings Band Membee FELIC

ORTZ HEALTH CARE

PROUDLY PRESENTS

| Mansnon lemg

NURSING CARE A TAFFOBDABLE PRICES
ON 12 ACRES OVERLOOKING 2 PRIVATE LAKES

The Flander Mansion has just been remodeled and is awaiting your loved
one’s arrival. No other Health Care Facility offers the quality of care in
such an elegant yet relaxed setting. If you are unhappy with the institu-
tional type setting that your loved one is in now, STOP in today and see
what Mansion living is all about.

FIND OUT HOW YOU SELECT WHAT YOU PAY

Call Mrs. Greene
363-4121

"Commited to the Happiness,
Health, Security & Wel-Eelng
ol each of our Residents.”

‘

Famlly Owned & Operated For Over 30 Years

BORTZ HEALTH CARE of WEST BLOOMFIELD
6470 Alden Dr. (OHf Witlow Bet. Union Lake & Commerca)
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