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EAR AFTER YEAR the

Theatre Gulld of Llvonia-

Redford presents some of

the most stimulating the-

ater In the Detrolt area, or for that

matter just about apywhere. Its

shows are bold, varled and thought-
provoking.

direc-

Getting the best

Guild’s play committee searches out special shows

A scason usually consists of four
shows, one of which (s a muslcal and
the others a mixture of drama and
comedy.

A little quick math indlcates that
a minlmum of 12 shows must be ana-
lyzed. What are the most important
criteria?

“Two things are paramount,”
Nakdimen pointed out, “First, to find
a good show, Sccondly, to choosp

+ Judy
tor, recently outlined the group's for-
mula for success, Her comments
were made against a backdrop of fu-
rious sawing and hammering, as
consiruction workers buslly trans-
formed the stage of the Redlord
playhouse into New York's Central
Park for an upcomlng production.

TGLR Is not your average com-
munity theater, This season (its 35th)
opened with “Home,” a sad but love-
ly character study of two old gentle-
men In an asylum. That was fol.
lowed with “Olympus on My Mind,”
a delightful spoof of the musical
comedy genre, and "My Sister in
This House,” an extraordinary dra-
ma about a French murder case.
About to open Is “I'm Not Rappa-
port,” a charming little comedy
about two nonconformist but lovable
old codgers on a bench In Central
Park.

One expeets that sort of scasan
from a university theater or profes-
slonal repertory company. Typleal
¢ommunity theaters tean toward
proven commercial hits (Neil
Simon’s “0dd Couple"), old favorites
{‘Charley’s Aunt”) and blg splashy
musicals {“Hello Dolly!").

H
! NAKDIMEN SAID, “The gulld's
success over the years is a direct re-
sult of one Impartant criteria that
was established In 1954 by Pat
Secor, the gulld’s founder, and exee-
oilve director untll retiring five
years ago. TGLR would be an ama-
feur theater that would always
strlve for professional standards,”
' To attract the best, TGLR pays its
dlrec(ors And to assure good scripts,
a rigorous play selection process s
employed. It's so thorough, in fact,
that in 35 years the guild has never
repeated a show.
+ A play reading committee headed
y the exccutlve director recom-
(ncnds a cholce of three scasons to
the board of dlrectors for approval.
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‘Bob Posch & Co.
;. Procks Comedy Show Room
; Fri. & Sat. Reser.: 280-2626

not being done by every-
one elsc, Qur audience expects some-
thing a little different. So, we at-
tempt to be [irst. Which means we
take risks. We attempt things that
are pretty nervy sometlmes.

“WWE DON'T TRY to offend peo-
ple. But some excellent theater plec-
es have explicit language. And ocea-
slonally there is a bare bottom. In
fact, ‘Equus’ Involved full nudity,
whlch we tastefully handled with
body' stocklngs and creative light-

g

Incldently, the guild production of
“Equus,"” presented at the 1979 Mort.
Furay Festival, won awards for best
production and best actor, plus
runner-up awards for best actor and
best supporting actor,

"We present what we like. What
we think is good. We feel obligated
to do shows with theatrical merit,
We reject plays that use language or
situatlons for shock value only,”
Nakdimen said.

Just where do you find what you
like?

“We read the theater reviews in
New York Magazine and Time. Pat
Secor and myself go to New York
and London, and to reglonal stages
such as Actors Theatre in Loulsville,
Ky. They first produced ‘Getting
Out' and ‘Talking With,' both of
which won outstanding new play
awards and were recently part of
our season,” she sald.

“In fact, I saw the muslcat 'Nine®
twice. First time Just to enjoy it, the
second time to analyze ways to han-
dle the many period costumes and
reduce the large cast. Our limited
space places constralnts on staging,
technical effects and number of per-
formers we car accommodate.

“IF A SHOW has possibllitles, we
order a script, which everyonc in-
volved In play selection must read.
1 selected, we call or wrlte the pub-
lishers for permission to produce the

Howard Egan (left), Richard Bullari and Bill Mslaetti rehearse a
scene for the Theatre Gulld of Livonia-Redlord production of
Herb Gardner's “I'm Not Rappaport.” The guild is the first com-

play. As a rule, they won't glve it to
you during the first year the show is
on Broadway, or if a professional
company is performing wlthin 50
miles of Livonia.

“Because we're always looking for
new shows, the guild ls usually the
first community theater to present
new works (‘Equus,’ ‘Who's Afraid of
Vitglnia Wolfe,’ ‘Stop The Warld')."

Olten the gulld is the first and only
coramunity theater In the area to
produce a show (“The Champlonshlp
Season,” “P.S. Your Cat Is Dead,”
“The Club,” “Getting Out"} and

sometimes this includes shows that
even local professlonal eompanies
haven't donc (“Thc Dresser and
“Nire").

Thls season’s “Home” falls into
this Jatter category, and TGLR Is the
first metropolitan-Detrolt communl-
1y theater to produce “I'm Not Rap-
paport,” which recently played the

ART EMANUELE/stalt photographer

munity theater group in the Detroit area to present the Broad-
way hit, which recently played the Birmingham Theatre.

Birmingham Theatre. “It's an [nter-
esting way to begin and end our sea-
son,” Nakdlmen sald. “Both plays
{eature two men outdoors findlng
Iricndshlp in unllkely circum-
stances.”
‘The cast of “I'm Not Rappaport

is directed by guild vnlcran Malde
Wolfe and includes Howard Egan as

Nat, Bill Malachl as Midge, Richard
Bulleri as Danforth, Jenny Betley as'
Laurie, Tyrone Franklln as Gillie,
Laura Nelsen as Clara and Dave
Rago as Cowboy. .

Performances will be at 8 pm
Fridays-Saturdays, April 14-15, 21.
22 and 28-29. For ticket inlormation
call 538-5678,
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HE'S COOKED FOR THE
(QUEEN BY SPECIAL
APPOINTMENT BUT HELL
COOK FOR YOU ANYTIME.

H, s co0king has won praise
from Barons, Presidents and
Prime Ministors. But he's
also begn known to make
amean meatioal.

He's the celebrated Chet Waty.
And you can now experience his
wizardry with food in the Pok
Club at the Berighira Hilton of

yout favorite dishes have taken
onawhole new pzazz.

Sohas the elegant ambience
of the Polo Ciub, Becausa we're
now featuring Art Stephan, Ann
Arbor's favorite pianist.

Calt Christa gt the Polo Club st
6651311 today for reservations,

EXTRADRDINARY
SUNDAY BRUNCH 10:30-2:30

CLUB

P8 THE BERKSHIRE HILTON
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