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Even when cut, St. Matthew Passion shines

By Avigdor Zaromp
speclal writer. .

Among the landmarks In this sea-
son's Bach celebratlons was the De-
troit Symphony Orchestra’s per
formance of the St. Matthew Pas-
slon. There is an abundance of talent
devoled to this master's work these

clent materlal for a separate pro-
gram.

‘The remaining two-thirds received
one of the best live performances
that I have heard. Every element
functloned not only smoothiy and ef-
feetlvely, but with stylistle Integrity
and authenticlty that only a most
could ac-

days, which Is encouraglng. Missing
was Lhe audience. There was more
than the usual pumber of empty
seats,
Bach's religlously based muslc
tends to be vicllmlized by extremes.
Many rellgiously devout have little
interest In musle and many of the
rest are aliepated by text. Over-
looked by most Is the awe Insplring,
unparalleted art and profound stat-
ure embodled in this musle.

‘This work, over three hours in its

uncut version, was reduced to only
two hours by Maestro Gunther Her-
blg. He told me several weeks ago
that such cuts were dictated by prac-
deal considerations. Onc was the
risk of allenatlng the audicnce if the
complete verslon were presented.

“In Europe, any conductor nt-
templlng ta cut this work would
have been crucified, but here we
hnl‘:f quite a different attitude,” he
sald.

Among the many parts cut was the
arla "“Aus Licbe” for soprano and
flute obbligato. Both preceding and
subsequent evangellcal recltatives
feature the text “Las ihn Kreuzigen”
{"Let’s cruclly him").

Anather casualty was the master-
ful arla for bass and vlola da gamba,
“Komm suesses Kreuz” (“Come,
thou sweet cross”). The portions
omitted could have provided suffi-

compllish.

Mezzo-soprano Marietta Simpson,
a substitute for the scheduled Jard
van Ness, proved to be extremely ca-
pable. A moving rendition of the
heart-wrenching arla, “Erbarmwe
dich,” was among her several splen-
did solos.

Jon Humphrey, as the Evangellst,
was 5o enmeshed in his part that he
choked, when relating the betrayal
of Jesus, but had steadiness and clar-
Ity everywhere else.

Leslie Guinn as Jesus was a source
of strength and confidence In his au-
thoritative singlng. Soprane Edit
Wilens and bass Jan Opalach were
impresslve In their minor evangell-
cal roles and arias.

Another major source of great sat-
isfaction was the double chalr, a
combinatlon of the Detrolt Sympho-
ny Chorus and the Boys' Cholr,
Chrlst Church of Grosse Polnte.
There was preclsion, delleate bal-
ance and overail unity present even
in the most challenging mighty
fugues. Nothing could convey a sense
of thunder and lightning more con-
vincingly than the well-focused sing-
Ing of “Sind Blitze, Sind Donner."

Overall, there was an Intense
sense of drama without any to 19th

century gimmicks, The small but of-
fectlve orchestra malntained a ba.
roque character throughout. The ob-
bligato instruments in the varlous
arins performed with- distinction,
shinlng whenever necessary and gly-
tng way to the vocal sololsts when
appropriate.

The attempt to cater to the audi-
ence by cutting the musle i3 under-
standable, but this dida't solve the
problem of poor attendance. Given
the cholce, catering to artistle and
musical Integrity is the better way.

Without a dedicated champlon for
this music, It may be a long time be-
fore we are privlleged to hear the St.
Matthew Passlon again. But when
the time comes, It should be present.
od In its entirety. If one Is destined to
tose, one might as well do it in style,

Young violinist shows extraordinary talent

By Avigdor Zaromp
spoclal writer

Temple Isracl last week.

This chamber serics, 1lke athers of
its kind, offers programs by some
accomplished artists. The lmited
publiclty frequently results In low
attendance. This ls a loss for many
who fall to seize these opporfunlties
to hear top musle by lop artists at
very pri

Bel), 20, pcr{ormed Mcndclssohn S
concerio with the Detrolt Symphony
Qrchestra last season, Here he pre-

Many young musicians experience
a meteorie rise to fame and recognl-
tion. Typlcally, these are prodigles
whose artlstic grasp and technique
are far beyond thelr age. Only a se-
lect few remaln ko adorn our :u'tisllc
firmament of
Joshua Bel), a hlghly gifted young vi-
olinist, presented a recital together
with planlst Jonathan Feldman at
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sented two sonatas for violin and pi-
ane, as well as shorter works.

as well. Feldman, who studied in
Juilliard under some of the best
teachers, is one of the unsung talent-

A hint of his tech-
nique came in the Chaconne by Vi-
tale, featuring vartations on a slmple
theme with Increasing levels of dlIfl-
culty.

ed whose name Is unjustly
cclipsed by the princlpal artlst.
Bell's performance of the
“Kreutzer” did justice to this monu-
menta) masterpiece. The distinet

stantial scope and implied his sub-
stantial texture without encumber-
ing it with excess welght.

Schumann’s rarcly performed
sonata radlated with expressive,
singing romanticism. Tchalkovsky's
“Melodic,” a popular short plece,

wlith beyond lts

of the in the

The major items, 'S
famed "Kreutzer” Sonata and the
lesser known Sonata in A minor by
Schumann, gave us a chance to savor
the art of planlst Jenathan Feldman

sccond movement was artlstically
articutate. The romping final move-
ment had o sense of agility that
didn't contradict Beethoven's sub-
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exterlor schmaltz. Ravel's “Cy-
ganne" comblned impresslonistic
breathing texture with profound, ex-
presslve content.

For an encore, Bell and Feldman
presented a miniature march by
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Kreister, which is scldom played.
This provided yet another glimpse
into the world of this 20th Century-
virtuoso, whose nostalgic pleces
keep bringlng to life those past peri-
ods that would be otherwisc lost for-
ever.

Violinlst Joshua Bell certalnly de-
serves to be among those chosen few
who survive in the tough arena of
classlcal musle,

Next program In this serles wili
feature planist Vladimir Feltsman
on Tuesday, April 18.
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