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Do we check
politicians or
turn voyeur?

“THEY DON'T ask if you're effec-
tive or efficient. They don't ask If
you're accomplished or productive.
‘They ask if you're horny and (f you
drink. It's crazy. We've become a na-
tion of voyeurs.”

Peter Secehia, a Grand Rapids
bustnessman and Republican nation-
al committeeman, reportedly said
this after being forced to open his
personal life to examination by the
FBL. President George Bush Is pre-
senting Secchia’s name to Congress
for appointment as ambassador 1o
Italy.

The background checks for politi-
cal appointees have become so ex-
tensive that {filling out forms, detatl-
ing all work expertence, naming all
work supervisors, listing blrth dates
of all relatives, living and dead, as
well as divulging personat finances,
can keep, as In Seechla’s experience,
@ lawyer busy for weeks.

Some people [nsist that this detalt
of personal life will discourage
many qualiticd people from serving
In public office. Beyond the sheer el-
forl required to gather information
from all features of one's past, there
Is also the reluctance 1o open up
ane’s whole life for public review
and judgment. .

THE DISTINCTION between pub-
lic and personal is not fixed. In the
political arena, one person’s justifi-
cation for action might well be the
reason for another’s condemnatlon.

Others insist that this atiention to
public and personal character will
establish a climate for publlc re-
sponsibility, What cannot stand the
test of public review, they say,
should never be allowed to represent
it

The current attention to personal
characler and life in public office
should not surprise us. Both elected

and appolnted public officlals have
been charged with ethical miscon-
duct {n recent years and trust In pub-
Yic adminlstration has been seriously
threatened.

WHAT MIGHT be far more Im-
portant than the Investigatlon of per-
sonal and public responsibility and
the attendant Issues of privacy and
propriety is the extended public in-
terest in matters of impropriety.

Secchia said “we have become a
nation of voyeurs."” Impropriety re-
ceives more attentlon that propriety
and the explanation (s always the
same . . . It is more interesting to
the publle.

The story of the law enforcement
officer who went to see Oh, Caleut-
ta” nine times before he could make
a Judgment about its violation of
publlc laws is surely apocryphal, but
it does carry a message. Our preoc-
cupation with matters Inappropriate
says as much about ourselves as It
says of others.

YEARS AGO, Dr. Dudley White,
personal physleian to  President
Dwight Eisenhower, said “the best
way 1o stop malpractice lawsuits is
1o stop malpractice.”

Background cheeks on political
appolntees will have a salutary ef-
fect on political appointments. The
formation and development of pub-
lic conduct committed to the affir-
mation of propricty will not be so
casily effected.

Spotting flaws In other people is
easy. IU's recognizing them in our
own lives that has been more diffl-
cult,

The Rev, Lloyd Buss is pastor
of Abiding Presence Lutheran
Church in Rochester Hills.
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WORKING WOVIAN'S
NATIONAL TOUR
ISANYTHING
BUT WOKK.

FRIDAY, MARCH 31st

1:00am  ~ Jazzercise acrobic demonstration

1:00pm - Ted Knight's Association financial
lanning seminar

4:00pm  ~ Windham Hill artist, Scott Cossu

6:30pm  — Working Woman editor Kate Rand-Lioyd

“Career Choices into the 90's”
7:00pm - Spring Fashion Show
SATURDAY, APRIL 1st
10:00am - Jazzercise aerobic demonstration

— Spring Fashion Show
— Spring Fashion Show
~ Windham Hill artist, Scott Cossu

SUNDAY, APRIL 2nd
12:00 noon~- Jazzercise aerobic demonstration

1:00pm - St. John's Hospital guest speaker

2:00pm - Ted Knight's Association financial
planning seminar

3:00pm - Goodyear Auto Clinic

For a complete schedule of events, just stop by the Twelve Oaks Information Center.

twelve oaks
The only choice for better choices.

Hudwn's, Lond & Taylor, Sean, JC Penney and over IN great stores and services. Monday-Saturday, 10am-9pm, Sunday, Novn-Spm {313 MR-340. 1.9 at Novi Road, Eut 162.

And it still is,

For more than two decades, Thomasville's
Collector's Cherty has been chosen for
fine American homes. From stately Tudors
to charming coltages, irom the large two-
stary at the end of the cul-de-sac to the
tenovated brownstone in the middle of
town - for vittually any style of home,
Collector’s Cherey was the perfect choice.

Save 30* on Collector’s Cherry
from Thomasville

room reflect

Shown: The elegant bedroom and dining
the various eighteenth
century design influences that remain so
popular today. Their value is enhanced by
the finest in cherry solids and vencers and
the rich reddish-brown tone finish.

And aow save 30% off of this beautiful
callection from Thomasville.
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line furnitute

18850 Mack Avenue, Grosse Pointe Fanms, Michigan 48230, 886-5200
Open daily 9:30-5:30 ® Mon., Thurs,, Fdl. *til 9:00pm * Closed Sunday. Use your Visa, Mastercard or Scott’s Charge,

Since 1927.

You will not find lower
prices on Thomasville
furniture anywhere!

Our interior design

senvice is available
throughout the. sale.




