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Improbable plot
but sure winner

The spring season gets under way
this week wlth flve new releases —
two major, two minor and one in-be-
tween film.

Don't rush out fo sce the lesser
ones unless somethiog Uke “Cyborg™
(*) Is your spectal dish. It's an R-
rated futurlstie thriller with lots of
special effects. But what can you say
about a film whose protagonist and
antagonlst arc named after equip-

Grading the movies

Billy Caulficid

Keaton) is r

d by Henry Sikor

sky {Christopher Lioyd) and Jack McDermott (Petor Boyle)
during an altercation with a police aarqonnl (Bud Sulllvan) in

“The Dream Machine.”

ment and with
clectric guitars? A+ | Top marks - sure 1o please
Glbson Rl leader. of

the Slingers and Fender Tremolo,
the chicf Flesh Pirate, those are
your main men. Plty the poor people
caught in that world gone mad,

*1, Madman" (*} has a youog ac-
tress wbrking‘in an antique book-

guys In the books are coming to life.
Maybe they are,

“Dezd Calm” (*) (R) Hovers be-
Lwéxn 1iiajor and winor. iU's a0 Aus-
trallan thriller starring Sam Nelll
(“A Cry o the Dark™) as an Austra-
- llan naval officet, John-Ingram, out
. yachting ‘with hls wile, Rae (Nicole
Kidman), when they run across some
prety scary " stulf lbonni a be

calmed schooer,

“Dream Team”. (84' PG-13, 105
ruintes) is 06 closa to great that it's
ey don't reeall it and
quarter-hour where

proble-ms exist,

‘Thosa eatly, and dublous, plnt ele-
menis aei-up ihis story vi four men-
tal patients Bll!y Caulﬂeld (Mlchael
Kezton), Heary Stkorcky (Christo-
pher Lloyd), Jack McDermott (Peter
Bogle) and Albert Ianurzyi (Stephen
Furst) Jeaving the hcsplul on a field
trip to Yankee Stadlum with Dr.

First of all, those four patients
. were far too disturbed to be allowed
* out with only a doctor and no other
.. supervision ~- at Icast one orderly,
please.

Then, correct me If I'm wrong, but
a trip from New Jerscy (where the
: . mental institutlon was located) to

Yankee Stadlum probably would be

routed up the West Side Drive rather
than th Aveous or 10th Avenue
~ which is what it looked like they
were driving on. But the action in

store and moginlng that the bad

A | Close behind - exceltent

plus the sldewalks of New York.

»

St In running for top honors

Life i3 a funny proposillon and
these unlikely four, supposedly fo-

Prelty good stulf, not periect

competent mental cases, tlse to the
of the big clty. In the

B |Cood

course of o very funny flim, they

make progress toward
mcnlal health and raise the issue of

« |No sdvanced screening

B. |Good but notable deficlencies

ho really is crazy — those inside or

Cs | Justacut ahove average rumde u,{. mp‘l’;ﬂ walls?
¢ “Major Lenz:a" lgl) (R) la top en-

and totatly unbelicynbl

Not uo hot and slipping fast ~ or {3 it? Think about Steve Fisber,
D4 | Tha very best of the poor stult the Michigan basketball team and
T Rumeal Robloson's overtime free
D |Poor throws and suddenly this crazy, im-
D- |itdoosn't got much worse possible, h’;f,%&'?j;‘%,:ﬁ:,’ox the
Ex-showgirl Rachacl Phelps (Mar-
F_|Truly owdul gret Whitton) Inherits the Cleveland
Z }Reserved forthe bad l{ Indians. Contractually bound to keep

them In Cleveland — nnless atten-
dance falls below 800,000 — she

the' Inst 90 minutes of the fllm d=-
pends upon driving on a surface
street with oo erdetllu, Just Dr.
Weltzman,

There were minor conunuuy cr-
rors as well — the dayroom clock
read 10:30 am. when the Yankees
and Orioles started thelr ballgame.
Also, this opening segment was un-
comfortable as the four rambled
around in their Those

plans a losing season. If the teamy
finishes last, she'll be able to move
the franchlse to Mlaml.

To achleye thls dmwrdly objec-
tive, sho hires minor league mana-
ger Lou Brown {James Gammon)
and a team of has-beens and never-
will-be's,

But it's last (and only) chance for
this crowd is lcad by weak-kneed
catcher Jake Taylor (Tom Berr-
inger), prima donna third baseman
Roger Dorn (Corbin Bernsen) and ex-
con pltcher Rlckie Vaughn (Charlle
Sheen), who spoll Whitlon's scheme.

An accomplished cast, good musle
and flo¢ photography, all compll-
ment Oscar-winner David Ward's
{“The Sting") screenplay. Ward di-
rects his own seript with a sharp
sense of comedy, He wisely includes
romantic sub-plats, personalizes the
fans, and neatly summarizes an ¢n-
tire 162-game scason with handful of
exclting moments,

“Major League" makes many

comic observatlons en the American

spotts sceae. In partlenlar, Indlans

sportscasier Harry Doyle (Bob Ueck-

er, the former Mllwauakee Brewers'
announcer) and Wesley Snipes (Wil-
lie Mays Hayes), the guy who wasn't
even invited to the loser’s spring
tralning yet he became a star. It's
the American dream all wrapped up
tn one terrific movie.

StILL PLAYING:
“The Accldential Toorist” (C+)

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Sk Frsire W $rould fiave,
*M‘&f "_:iu Foter, weld hoat

sems, Lke cvc.-y
aked hes Gaear
wfz:éans .

waavbrs, 1% Ghoorves
. & Eeventrie/AMC Osear Contest,
sehiel furecd tho fndges o resort
‘to ogntels plen 1o In findiug the
:gnndpxm u-lm:cn - ri\ndnm o~

getlon,
. nndom ‘s ll may. kave
i St
“ulart pac! agx bhe's won
Pawell-a:tnp for two from Da-

* man of Soutafleld — will alzo get b
* fo enjoy the movies yith her ANC | |

“fa utlb -place witner. BN

. Basy] Gtreap for |

uvutol! lymood via Narthwest

Amuwr Cincy Clndy (im!a-

pucsts ‘pazees shu's won s the -

Not to be overlooked, the other
49 people who rust bave bad an
Iastde scoop ca who woa golng to
win what, Wl recelve movie
paxses for two. They Includa:,, «

#irlam Dizner of Birinlagham, H
Katheyn Warren of Livoula, Bea- t
trice Vinokour-of West Bleon. N
fi21d, Marcy Chednov of Fuem. !
inglon Hills, Kim Torreaan of Mt. '
Clemens, Judy Dutka of Detroit, H
1. Gideer of Warren, 8. Pardoof | “}
Garden Cily, Tusbar Amin of !
Novl, .Alan Spacth of Ciawson, !
George Taxe of Farmlington Hills, '
Jetf Pearson of Detrolt, M. Feslk o
Sr. of Detroit, Jennfe Hudplns of
Royal Oak and Dchbln Fulgham
of Livonla,

Also, Jane Stacy of \'hzt

1d, Yolands of

slghts’
um euhePtciﬂcn Hotel o Eea
coLnd A m:e&z waofa

sacar,

ol H al O&k
.; A bous open
»\hﬁa&u“pm ycafi ‘contest:

held.”, &

Flint, Loanle Flower af Detroit,
Raymond Jason of Detrolt, Mare
{ha Bullock of Detrolt, Mait Man-
0 of Westland, Robert Shermax
of Troy, Sandy Stolco 6f 5. cm:
Shores, Marlan Haamen of

ville, Suean- Meier of D:n-ou,
Debble Shearer of Casleton, Sus
san Navarro of St. Clale-Bhores,
Rapy LaVasseur of Royat Ozk
“and Weady EnLu o! West Bloom:

(PG) 120 minutes.
Stow-paced family melodrama.
“The Adventures of Baren Mun-
chasen” (A) PG, 126 minutes
Marvelous !Anuuy. super specinl
‘effects and great performances by
all-star east.

Al's Fale” (*) (PG-13).

George Segal and Sally Kellerman
Is male/female “combat” on a cor-
porate weekend,

‘Bl & Ted'l Exeellent Adven-
tare” (B-) (PG-13;

George Carliln glves the boys the
keytoa umc travellng, A-plus hisio-
Ty projecl

“The 'Burhs" {D) (PG) 95 minutes.

‘Tom Hanks in slow-paced, absurd
satire of horror films. -

“Chanccs Are” (*) (PG).

Cybil Shepard, Hobert Downey Jr.
and Ryan O'Neal In & romantic com-
edy about (wo lives mixed together.

“Couslas” (A-) (PG-13) (115 min-
utes). .

Charming romantic comedy about
iife, love and marriage. .

!

guys were too far around the bend
for comedy. All that changes, howev-
er, once they hit the md for Yankee
Stadfum.

Qur four heroes encounter thelr
former llves in varlous ways and
places.— a slick ad agency, an evan-
gelleal revival, a restaurant, several
apartments, jail cells and a bospltal

SCREEN SCENE

APTHINOON FILM THEATRE, Do
troit Institote of Arls, 5200 Woodward,
Detrolt. For lnformation, call 832-2730.

“The Penalty” {1920), Apri) 11-18. Bl-
zarre Loo Chaney chiller about a double
amputee who becomes an underworld

kingpla.

DETROIT FILM THEATER, Detroit
Institote of Arts, Detroit. Call 832-2730
for Information.

“Little Dorrit” {1987), 7 pin: April 14~
15, 2 and 7 pam. April 16. Part One of
Christine Ezard's six-hour adaptatlon of
{ho Charles Dickens novel (Part Two will
be shown next wéekend, A §10 admission
gets you into both events.)

. EASTERN MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY,
Strong Auditotium, Ypsilanti, Call (H-
3045 for Information. (§2 all seats)

“Alien Natlon” (1588}, 8 and 10 p.m.
April 11-13, 8, 10 p.m. and midnight April
14. Futuristic thriller about extraterres-
trial Immigrants in Los Angeles, starring
Many Patickin and James Caan.

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL LI-
BRARY, 16301 Michigan Ave., Dearborz.
Catl $43-2330 for Informatica. (Frea}

“Olivert™ (i963), 7 p-m. Aprit 10. Mark
Lester plays the lovable Victorlan orphan
who wants more In (hls musleal version
of Dk‘.kgn:‘ “Oliver Twlst”

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 16301 E. ut>
erty, Ann Arbor, For informatlon, call
669-3397. ($4 reqular and $3.25 stodenls
and senlor cillzens)

“Yolees of Sarafina” (1986) 8 pm
April 10, 9:30 pm. April 11, T:15 pm.
April 1213, 7 p.m. April 15. Niged Nnhlxl
stirring documentary about black South
Alrican youtls, starring In the antiapar-
theid Broadway muslcal “Sarafinat”

“Chinatown™ (5974), 7 pm. Aprl 11,
The greafest detective film ever made,
Roman Polanskl's tale of unsavery
dolnga In 19303 L.A. features Jack NI
cholson, Faye Dunaway and John Huston.

“Jimi Live” (1973}, 9 pm. April 12-13,
Concert film featuring Jegendary acld
rock gritarist Jimi Hendrix. .

R oo Empty” (1028), 8:45 p.m.

- April 15, 7 pu. April 16. River Phocnls

scored an Oscar nomination for ks role

a3 the child of Jefi-wing terrorists on the

lam i 4h!s Sidney Lumet fllm.

L, “Toxla"Aveager I {1962), 11:43 psu.

: Apﬂl 15, Mutant superbero Mclvin Juako
t2kes oit an evll mulllnational corpors-
Lion fn 1his sequel to ibe poychotranle cait™
hit, "Toxic Avenger.”

*“The Aceidental Tourlst” (1920}, 5 pm.
April 16, Lawrence Rosdan's entertalo-
‘og. falthful adaptatlon of Anne Tyler's

- povel featurea Blg BI Hurt a4 a trave]
- wrlter and Osear winner Goena Davis 63

the dog tralner who brings hlm w a heel.

'ARK THEATRE, 804 Erle SL E,
Windsor. Call (519) 971.9983 for dates
and time ($4 regular and §2.50 seniors,
chlldren and members).

“Track 29" (1988), April 12-17. Nicolas -
Hoeg's post-modern melodrama about a
‘woman's reanion wilh her loog-lost son.

“Dabette’s Feast” (1938), April 12-17.
Adaptation of Isak Dineson's tale about a
servant who regales her friends with a
Iavish banquet, :

REDFORD THEATRE, 17380 Lahser,
Detrolt. Call 537-2560 for Informativn.

#2)

“All About Eve” (1950), 7:30 p.m. April
14:15. Acld-Jaced backstage drama about
a Broadway actress (Betle Davis) done in
by a schemlng young rival (Anne Baxter).

TELE-ARTS, 1540 Woodward, Detrolt.
Call 983-8690 for dates and timea, ($2
matinee, students and senfors, $3.50 regu-
lar)

“Law of Desire,” Aprll 1216, Spley
featura by saucy Spaniard Pedro Almo- *

“dovar,

“DIg Time" {1988), April 14-18, Concert
filen starring Tom “Stop talking lke that
or you'll ruin your vojce” Walts,

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-ANN
ARDGR, showlogs at Audiiorium A, An-
gell Hall; 435 5, State; 1429 HUI St; Lorch
Hall, comer of Tappan and Monroe; Mod-
ern Language Bullding, 812 E. Washing-
1on, and Natural Sclence Audltorium, 830
N. University. (Prices usoally $2.50 for
sioglo fllm and $3.50 for o double fea-
ture)}

“Heartland Reggae™ (1983), 9 p.m.
Apri) 13, HiU Street Clnema. Concert
film featuring a cavalcade or reggae
greats, Including Bob Marley and Peter
Tosh. |

“Blood Feast” (1963), 7 and 10 pam.
April 14, Angell Hall, with “The Wizard
of Gore” (1970) 8t 8:45 p.m. Two grue-
some shockers by Herxchell Gordon Lew-
I, the Inventor of the splatter fllm.

*“The Trial" {1962), 7 pm., Aprid. 15,

MLB, with “Angtomy of 8 Murder” (1959) .

al $:05 p.m. Orson Welles' not-bad low-
budget adaptation of Kafka's “Trial”
atary Antheny Perkins, “Anatony,” set lo
Michigan, features James Stewart and &
knockout jazs scora by Duke Ellington.

“Superchick” {1973) 7 pm. Aprll 15,
Angell Hall, with "Beyond the Valley of
the Dolla” (1670). A palr of satirical sex-
ploltalion flicks. Rusy Mayers “Beyond”
was seripted by Roger Eberd. Save us tha
aisle seat,

“The Many Adventurcs of Winnle the
Pooh™ (1968) 7 p.m. April 13, Natural §¢5-
ence Audilorfum,

By Anne Sharp
statt writer

In 1832, Pater Ackroyd publishcd
a novel,"The Great Fire of Londot,”
fn which a Britlsh production compa-
ny films a somewhat disiorted ver-
slon of Charles Dickens’ novel, “Lit-
tle Dortlt” Quiraged by what's
belng done to her story, the fletional
Little Dorrit materiallzes like a
venegeful ghost and scts flre to the
{llm studio.

Apparently, Dorrit smlled upon
this latest clnematic retelllng of her
life and adventures, French-born dl-
rector 's painstak-
ingly crafted sets and costumes re-
malned untorched during production
and her completed slx-hour version
of ‘Dorrit” (at the Detrolt Institute
of Arts Flim Theatrer the next three
weeks) played to numerous ‘acco-
lades, including Osear nominatlons
for best supporting actor {Alec Gui-

$1,000 CASH BACK. *

A Four Seasons greenhouse Is the ideal solution to
add space, light and value to your home. Qur exclusivel
features such as Heat Mirror® glazing (including
curves) and bulit-in shading provide
year-round outdoor living...indoors.
Make your bast deal NOW and recelve up to

DFT does double

ness) and adapted sercenplay (by Ed-
zard hersell). .

“Dorrit” Is a relatively minor
work from th prolific Dicken's mid-
dle perfod before hls repatation a3 a
teading English uovelisl wax made
with such mega-hlts as “Great Ex-
poctations” and 'A Tale of Two Cit-
fes.”

In light of the revelatlons about
his private conduct — he abandoned
bls wife and a dozen-0dd children In
order to shack up with a tecoage
squecze — it's become a bit difficult
to sce Dicken's as the warm, won-
derful hurmnllarlen of legend. 5till,

hypocrite that he was, Dickens ear-
nestly meant works like "Dorrit” 1o
expose Injustice in Victorian soclety.
And; by and large, they did 'a great
deal of good.

DICKENS HAD a part!calar per-
sonal reason for attacking the prac-
tice of jmprisoning those unable to
pay bad debts, the socletal il dealt

(¢}
I
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Outdoor Living...Indoors™
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‘take’ for

with In “Dorrit.” His own {ather was,
for a time, forced into debtor’s pris-
on. As was common In Vietorian
Leadon, his family weat $o live with
the father in his cell belng otherwise
homaless.

Like Dickens, the lovely, virtuous
Amy Dorrit (Sarah Plckering) re-
sides with her debtor father {Alcc
Guiness) in prison — only she was
born there and after 20 years, It's
starting to look like a permancnt ar-
rangement.

Fate brings ber into contact with
the kindly buslnessman, Arthur Clen.

man (Derek Jacohl), who sets onl w
battle the deadly

‘Dorrit’

points of view. Part one, “Nobody's
Fault,” rclates the tale from Ar-
thur's viewpolnt. Part Two, “Little
Do:rit’s Story," givs Amy's version
of things.

THE ROYAL Shakespeare Com-
pany's famous “Life and Adventures
of Nicholas Nickelby," a Dickens-a-
thon that beats oul this “Dorrit” by
three hours, was presented on stage
In full every night. Theatergoers
could either watch it in one nlne-
hour shot or in two segroents on sue-
cessive nights.

Thc Betroit Film Theatre offers

with

Circumlocution Office to ge! Mr
Donllrelenud.
Ioheritance for

An’ unexpected
Amy, and a bad break for Arthur,
make for major complications.
Edrard's “Dorrit’ turna up a clev-
er narrative device. She'tells the sto-
vy twice, from two complemicntary

similar
“Dorrit.” Part One will be screened
April 14-16 and Part Two April 21+
23, Viewers can sce the entire fllm
over two weekends.,

If, however, they would prefer
back-to-back viewlngs, they can sce
the whole thing on Sunday, April 30,
starting at 2:30 p.m.

ONLY AREA APPEARANCE' ,

Wed. APRI!.'IQ

-Fox Theatve

Sun, APRIL 23

Night

l Wod. APRIL1Y

Opening T30PM
55, /(209 saVE 2,00 wieoupon ot portidpating Elies Brothers|

1:00A%4

¥ids undiee 17 receve 1,00 of o performarxas No dowble dscouels on opaning eght

TICKETS: $12., $9. & $7. auseatsaiseaven
Avalable ot FOX THEAIRE BOX OFFCE |
Joa Lowis Areno Bax Offs ond % .

[CHARGEBYPHONE(313)645-6666 |

GROUP INFORMATION (313) 567-7474 (25 or more}
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