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JERAY ZOLENSKY/staft phologropher

Fred Smith of Southficld had the bast seat in the house for taking in all of the field at Tiger Stadium last woek. There was only one problem for tho avid baseball fan, no'one was playing.

By Shirles Rosse Iden
staff wrlter

Big league bascball’s just beginning to bloam like the
ellons we']l see next month, but for atalwart “socl-
ety" members, baseball is never out of season.

Over plzza and beverages, members of the Soclety
for American Baseball Research (SABR), the “Soclety”
put their heads together every once in a while to find
out what's going on In the world of baseball, past, pres-
ent, and future.

Joe Hauser, 89, pulfs on his clgar at & midaight
meeting In Minneapolis, and holds folks spclibound tell-
1ng bow Ty Cobb, a tough Tiger ence, tampared swith his
batting stance in 1928.

A born Detrolter who has no favorites but “loves ‘em
all,* Jerry Bucholtx can ure up vislons of the
Tigers back to 1930, “I used $o coms to the ball park
and belp tarn the stiles. My pay was entree to the
game,” Bucholtz recalled.

“r'd get off schoo at 1 p.m. and the games all started
at 3:30 8o I'd take the strectcar and get down there
every time I could.”

Bucholtz played In sandiot baseball, but like other
“SABR rattlers,” he counts himself as “strictly a base-
ball fan,” and loves the history, the mystery, and the
trivia of it all,

FRED SMITH, Southfleld's baseball trivin wriler
and a former employee of the Detroit Baseball Club,
remembers the same kind of sandlot or amateur base-

* ball ths Bucholtz does. It was something. In those duysx

thasa you could go to Northwestern Picld to see a game
and find there wasn't an empty seat in the place.”
Smith, Who ean tell you srithout swallowing what old-
tirhe Tiger executed an unassisted triple play (Johnny
Neénn, 1927) or how many Tigers got over 3,000 bita in
their careers (12 did with. Ty Cobb getiing 4,191 and Al
Kallne hitting 3,007) hxs & special interest in the De-
trolt Chapter of SABR.
v It was formed 17 years ago and [t's named after
me,” sald smith. (This time he hnd to swallow.)
“SABR,"he sald, has about 50 members in the metro

Social circle thrives
on crack of the bat

area, but oearly 10,000 natiopally.” The pre-1989 pre-
season opener meetlng took place at Tiger Hall, 1401
Michigan on the last day of March and Smith was in his
element.Tell a SABR member like Smith, you became
a Tiger fan-atic In 1940 and he'll challenge with: “Who
was on second?” (Barney McCoskey).

th hos been a Tiger fan virtually all hls e A
Detroit native, he says the first game he ever attended
was on May 20, 1927,

“A guy named Lindberg landed a plane in Parls and
they came around the park with megaphones and an-
pounced it," he explained. “They dldn't have a public
address system then.””

FOR MORE THANtwo decades, Smith earned a liv-
Ing selling insurance for AAA, 12 years of them ln
Lathrup Village, When he qult, It was to go to work for
tho Tigers as a group ticket saalesman.

Poor eyesight bad precluded a professional baseball
carcer for Smith, 50 be became, Lastead, & profesaional

‘booster,

His first baseball book was written with Emle
Horwell, Tiger commentator, and titled "“Tiger Trivia:
a treasury of Tiger Lore,”

His latest publication is “Tiger Tales and Trivia."

Within Its pages arc answers to questions like: Who
are the only Tigers to be named the MVP (most valu-
able player) more than once? (Hank Greenberg In 1935
and 1940; Hal Newhouser In 1944 and 1943) and who
was the last 3¢ game winning pitcher before Deony
MeLaln? (Leity grove Ln 1831 and Dixzy Dean in 1934).

Bob Ruland of Southfleld has been a ball fan aince
1937 when he adopted his home town New York Glants
ay hls favorites. "When I moved to Michigan In 1965, 1
was already a dled in the wool fan who bad played
booky from school to watch the game 8a & kid. Ttook &
look at the Tigers and it was love at first slght.”

Ruland sees more baseball in Lakeland than at Tiger

- Stadium in recent years and feels he's In his element
with SABR members. They always appreciate the story
of how Ernle Harwell calis Ruland's wife, Marge, *'the

bravest lady” because she grew up in Brooklyn a3 a-

Giant fan.

GARY DUNSTON started college [n 1959, yet didn't
go to his firs baseball card show until 1970. The young
man from Otisville, Mich. became a SABR member

“There's something about thegame, the way it has
stayed the same, the stats, and how you can compare
ane gencration to another that mekes baseball appeal-
Ing. T can remember chasing Rocky Colovito for an
autograph (be got it)," Dunston sald.

From the outfield, anotker SABR, and another polnt
of view comes from Jim Northrop, manufactarer’s rep
of Waterford , an 10 year member of Tiger teams. “F'm
still in baseball,” he sald, “will do color for the Tiger
games on PASS thls season.”

Northrop put off getling Lis degree to play profes-
sional baseball, but when he hung up his glove, be
carncd an duate degree, satisfying, but not the
medlcal degree that had first been his goal.

“These people (SABR) are fanallcs about tie history
and trivia of the game,” sald Northrop. “I love being
with them."

A recent first-ime grandfather, Northrop said
though some see contlnaity and similarity in the game
and players, be can't help but recall that his salary ia
hls final years was In the $20-25,000 range. “If I were
playing today, I'd be making about $1.7 millioa but not
really carniog it in my oplnion,

“The 1960 Tigers carned as a total $980,000," he satd.
“Today's managers make big money, bat not coaches,
It's a shame.” .

Ask any SABR member and theyll tell you when the
Detrolt Tigers jolned the Natiopal Leagus back in 1881,
team members were pald from §1,100 to $1,£00 a year,

So, what'a it all about, SABR? It's about the dreamy
look in @ guy's eyes when be goes back in mmary to
mﬂlhﬁuzumnge,mumcdmlvmora
‘bome run total, It's about bot dogs, pleza (1), peanuts,
{ce eream and icy cokes. .
> And it's about the study of baseball as an Institgtion,
establishing an historical account of the game, the
sharing of research Information, and the stimulation of
Interest In bascball and keeping Ita history securs coo-
peratively.

For SABRE members, love of baseball kecps the
dream alive for these wide-cyed dreamers, part hero
‘whose fountaln

when his brother gave him his
for Christmas.

last year

ppers, and part sports
nlyonl.hlagmdanlmbm

When you're hot . . .

Contlnued from Page 1

sald. “If 1 had to wear a suit for a
swim party, I'd choose a one-plece
version with a low cut back and high
cut sides to make my legs look long-

er,

“To tell the truth, 1 don't wear &
swimsult that much anymore be-
cause I don't lle out in the sun Like X
used to,”

Fashlon model Constantina also
favors a black one-piece suit by Nor-
ma Kamali that’s high cut at the
thighs, accented with bows on cach
side, and “very low In the fiont.”

“1 JUST wear it for Jooks because
T've nover sunbathed in oy life,” she
added, ‘ .

Pamel Swift, fashion designer and
partner. In Strictly Swift Fashlon
Manufactoring, wears a bikinl, but is

“T think swimming and sunbathing
In the nude makes more sense,” she
zald, “But, of courso, you can't do
(hat publicly, so In that case, my fa-
vorite is a two-plece white blkial
that is very skimpy.”

She also likes fringe and glilter,
adding that tho suit “should look
good" even though it dotsn't have to
be practical. “It shouldn't get wet,"
shoald,

or partner, ‘Anne Smekﬂdn.
Ilkes a two-piece black sult by Got-
“The material 15 great acd the
style is fabulous,” she sald. T partic-

wlarly lke a strapless top. Black.

with gold or silver trim is what I re-
ally ike." .

Their faverite sults may not pec-
cssarily be what the designers havo
in mind this season, aithough, gener-
atly speaking, the baslc swimsult

styles never really go out of :ﬁle.
still’ very

Rock eald her-serimsuit eales are
already double that of tast year with'
many of her customers erring

; preft
the Iines by Qscar de 1a Henta, Bill
Blass and Gottex.

This one-plece suit by Gottex is a rainbow of colors on the

disgonal. it has s convartible top and sheif bra ($72 from the

Bobelta Shop, Pontiac).
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