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Mr. X and ldio
combine humor
and punk guitar

By Larry O'Connor
stoff writer

Let it be said that the Idlots know
one another,

At least the musical ones do.
‘Though new on the Jocal musle cir-
cuit, Mr. X and the Idlots go back a

ways.

Lets start with the main Idiot him-
self, Mr, X, who ls also known as
Glynn Scanlan. Ho's seen action as a
drummer and 23 a guitarist in a
number of bands, lucludlng the Reg-
ular Boys and the Mallmen,

+Scanlan gradunted from high
schoot the same year as Steve Baver,
who is also bass player In Sensltlve
Big Guys. He also kncw Mike Licdel.
His brother, Paul Liedel, Is Idlots’
gultarist.

But, for the time being, let’s skip
the formalities, Get to the lssue —
the name.

““Just because we don’t take our-
sclves too seriously, really,” sald
Scanlan, who Is a 1985 graduate of
Livonia Franklls, “and because we
are kind of Idlots.”

And the Mr, X handle?

“Glynn Scanlan would've sounded
stupld for a tape,” he sald. “I dldn’t
want a stage name like Spike or Mal-
let Head. Mr. X sounded silly
cnough.””

THOSE FEW fortunate souls who
have o copy of Mr. X's “The Tape
With No Name” might disagree. A
Tow-budget production, the seven-
song cassette is 2 humorous blast of
gultar punk at its quirky best.

Even the Dlamond man himself
would likely have a chuckle at Scan-
lan's rendltion of “Song Sung Blue.”

‘There's also an acoustic spasm of
a gem, “Sick” in which Mr, X
whines about being 11 all the time.
Another tune from the tape, “I Was

Abducted By a UFO,” wlll find its
way on

Ento The Tempermlll Studlos in Livo-
nin last summer. He did most of the
instrumentation on the tape.

Scanlan financed the project him-
self, emptylng hls bank account to
the tune of nearly $600. About 50
copies of the tape were made. He's
given 35 to friends and radlo people
and sold five coples at Deslreable
Discs In Garden City.

The Billboard charts are not quak-
ing, but intcrest in the tape has Scan-
lan cracking @ smile of optimism.
“The Tape With No Name” is receiv-
ing alrplay on college stations, such
as WORB-FM at Oakland Communi-
ty College and WHFR-FM at Henry
Ford Community College.

“Some guy named Shane from
Garden City called me after he
bought the tape,” Scanlan said. “He
said, ‘Wow, I really enjoy the tape
. . > He cven brought a couple of his
riends to one of our shows at Pay-
check‘l (Lounge in Hamtramek).

“1 DON'T know f he liked our
show. I haven't heard frem him
since.”

People are hearing from Mr, X
and the Idlots, though. The band is
playing regularly on the Hamtramck
clrcuit at The Pub and Paycheck’s
Lounge.

As refreshing as the tape itself Is
Scanlan’s and the band's attitude.
While most talk of record deals and
other cosmic debris, Mr, X and the
Idiots are keeplng things fn perspee-
tive.

“We just like wlmve a good time,”
Scanlan sald. “When I start thinking
blg, like why not make this tape into
an album, 1 wake up and say to
myself there’s 50 many bands around
that are golng nowhere. I'm more re-
allstic about this band.”

‘That easy-going attitude perhaps
can be attributed to the quality of
“The Tape With No Name."” There's

ick
of local artists due nul in the next
few weeks.
‘Whlch is more than even Scanlan
‘expected when he look some songs

no no catering to record
labels.

Another factor was the guy behind
the boards. Dave Feeny of the
Orange Roughlcs and owner of Tem-

Theres nulhlng tdiotic ubnuk Mr. X, better” kno\vn as Glynn

Scanlan, and the ldiots, who play regularly on the

IN CONCERT

Jugglers and will perform
along with Can Van-
Gon.oanMny,Awtlﬂ IHNBL\M
Pig, 20 Ann For [nfor-

'oyo perform oa Tuesday,
April 25, at Rlek's Cafe, 611 Chorch, Ann
Arbor, For Iaformation, call 996-2747,

@ IDYLL ROOKERS

The Idyll Roomers will form on
Tueaday, April 25, at he Blind Pig, 2008

First, Ann Arbor. For infermation, call
998-8355.
@ FRANK ALLISON

MMIMNMS“WUJ

on Wedoesday, Apdl 6, at lhn

Bl!nd Plg, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For
Ioformatlon, call $94-8555.
® HOWLING DIABLOS

Howling Diablos will

perform
Thursday, Aprl 27, at Suurl, 415'
Greenfleld, north of

Dearborn. For lnlwmaﬁoﬂ.ﬂll“b—”’ﬂ

© FIGURE 4
4 will perform oa Thursdsy,
April 28, IHN !-DmneeClnb. 1815 N
Maln, near 12 Mile Road, Royal Ozk. For
information, u!l 589-3344.
® TINSLEY ELUS
Tloak Thurs-

ey Ellis will perform on

day, April 27, at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
Flrst St, Ao Arbor, For information,
call $95-8555.

© FIGURESD ON BEACH
Pigures oo a Beach will pesfonn oa
Friday, April 23, at The Ritx, 17580 Fra-
ho, Rosevitle, For Informatiog, catl 773-
8150,

® BUN MESSENGERS
Son Messengers, [eaturing new mem-

ber Lyman Woodard, will perform a
Fridag, April 38, at Sully’s, 4758 Green-

circuit at The Pub and Paychcck’s Lounge.

permill Studles in Livonla provided
the right atmosphere.

“He was really helpful” sald
Scanlan, who also [s a soundman for
the Orange Roughies. “He'd say,
‘Let’s put thls In there.”

“He'd get a phone call and talk for
15 minutes or we'd go out and get
doughnuts. It was really relaxed.”

Onstage, Mr, X and the Idlots are
safd to be anything but. Scanlan bas

the yecoman’s task of not only sing-
ing, but playing drums at the same

e

Mr. X found beating drums while
punishing his vocal chords dlfficult
nt‘l}nkt

‘I know I put my parents through
hell,” be sald. “I used to sit down ln
the basement and scream
Romantics' hit) ‘What I Ltke Abmll
You.' One day, it came together.”

Ellis sings the blues on way to top

By Lzrvy O'Connor kids tum about the souvenlr. But
stalf writor more than idollzing legends, Ellls is
pr with making a name for

B.B. Klng supplied the string. For  himself.

Tinsley Ellls, it was the mpc of hope.
Georgia-

And the blues gul-
tarist contlnues to tug as an upstart
blucs artist on the rise.

Thanks to B.B. Kiog, Ellis got the
notion to pursue the blues. It was at
8 show in Mlaml Beach when the
blues great broke a gultar string and
handed if to a wide-eyed Ellls, He
was only 14.

“It's lull here somewhere,” sald
Ellls, in a telephone Interview from
his home in Atlanta, Ga. “I have part
of it (the string). Four people went
with me to that show and the string
was broken into four dlfferent plm
s, Theplecelhlvelswpodwun
sutographed photo.”

Whenever King sees Ellu he still

REVIEWS

Already Ellis has been called “one
of the three top white blues guitarist
Ir America today,” third only to Ste-
vle Ray Vaughn and Johnny Wintet,
Yet he has never recelved one-third
of the notoriety of these two.

has sought to rectify that,
‘With his last album, “Georgia Blue,”
(Alligator) he's played more than 200
dates fn 21 states. Included was two
tours of Europe,

WITH NO radlo play to count on,
the bluesman has to tour the clubs.

“If you want to make a llving, it
docs,” he sald, “We don't make a lot
of money. We make money a lot of
times, If that makes any sense.”

Relatlvely speaking, Ellis is new

on the blues scene. He performed
with The Alley Cats, an Atlanta band
that Included current Fabulous
Thunderblrd bassist Preston Hub.
bard.

Alter a successful stint as gultar-
ist for The Heartfixers, Ellls ven-
tured out on his own with the Ellls
Tinsley Band. “Georgia Blue" was
his flrst solo album, which is ripe
with a funky blues style.

Some of the cuts on the album
were covers of Freddie King and
‘Tampa Red songs. On his next al-
bum, Ellls wants to go the all-origi-
nal route.

That's not easy for a guy who de-
scribes the songwriting process as
“jike gofng to the dentist.”

“When I do someone clse's song, T
tend to get into it and do a reading of
It,” he sald, “When 1 write my own

songs, they tend to be less deriva-
tive.”

‘The songs for his upcoming alburm
will mark a transformation of sorts.
Ellls will rely on 2 hybrid of New
Orleans, Texas and Chicago style of
blues “with a little bit of Memphls
thrown In for good measure.” The
sound wlll be different in other ways.

INSTEAD OF the more breezy
Gibson gultar feel, Ellis Is golng for
the bite of the Stratocaster.

With that, plus a slew of club
dates, Ellis hopes to get the recognl-
tion for gusto gultar play. He knows
these things take time,

Tinsley ElRis will perform on
Thursday, April 27, at the Blind
Pig, 208 S. First Aun Arbor (996-
8555) and on Friday, Apnil 28, ot
the Soup Kitchen, 1585 I'mnklm
Detroit (259-1374).

{la34, porth of renve,
born. For call B46-5377.

@ DIFFERENCE
The Difference will perform oo Friday,
April 23, at the Blind Pig. 208 5. Finst,
Ann Arbor, For information, call 996~
!555

@ MOTOR CITY R
Motor Clty Rockers will perform
Friday, April 28, at BlMlu, 15 W
Seven Mile, Detrolt. Por Information, eall
535-8108.

& FIREHOBE
Fireboss will perform along with
goests, Screaming Trees, at 10 p.m. Pri
day, April 28, at St Aodrew’s Hall, 431 E.
Detroit. Tickets are $12.50, For
Information, call 961-MELT.

COUNTRY

Here are mwxommmmm
play on WWWW-FM.

1. “I'm No Stranger to the Raln” Keith
Whitley.

2. “Is It Still Over?,” Randy Travis

$. “Tell It Lixe It Is," Ellly Joe Royal.
‘.‘W“F’mm the Word Go,’ Michacl Martin
5. “The Church On Cumbertzod Road,”™
€. “ Feel Fine,” Sweethearts of the Ro.
deo.

7.*You Got It,” Roy Orbisca,

8. “After All This Time,* Rodeey
Crowell.

. “Don’t Tosa Us Away,” Patty Loveless,
10. “Which Way Do I Go (Now That I'm

4

© THRESHOLD -
Threshold will perform Peiday a5d
smmu,. Apel) 28.29, at Jameson's, 1012
N. Maln, Royal Oak. For In!muui
N
1

@ MITCHRYDER
Mltch Ryder will perform aloog -n]
special guests, Impact and Outer Drivd,
oa Saturday, April :9. at The Ritz, 17508
. Roseville. For tnformation, eall

call 547-6470,

71“150

g

© sLAPBHOT i
ot will perform on

Apru 19, at Bloodics, 21139 W. Semf

Mile, Dofroit. For information, call 5383

s100. b

I
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® HAD CAT 3

Mad Cat Rotb's Pressure Cooker wilf

perform oo Saturday, April 29, at thd

Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ana Arbor. For
Information, call 995-8553, o
© pootseyx -

X will perform on Saturday!
Ayru 29, st Lill’s 21, 2930 Jlmh off Joa,
Campau, Hamtramek. For In!ormauoq
call 875-8535.

@ DETROIY BLUES
dell Blues Band, featuring .nmmy
will perform oo smmy. Apdl
:I. at Su.uy'l, 4758 Greenfleld, north
Michigan Avenge, Dearborn. For
mation, call B46-3377.

i.nlur-

® THETOLL
‘The Toll will perform at 1np.m.sahu-
d)y. April 29, at 5t Andrew’s Hall, §3] B
Congress, Detroit Ticketa are S'I..W tn
advance. For laformation, call 96\_
MELT.

© TOMMY KEENE .
Tomuny Keene will perform at 10 pm.
udny, May 2, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass,

Detrolt. For information, call 632-2355.

® NXol =

N/ROPER
Mojo Nixon asd Skid Roper will pej:
form ot 10 pam. Satupday, May &, &t St
Andrew’s Ball, E. 4

For information, call $61MELT.
. sucxms N
Buck will perform at 10 pan

Mnnday,hhyl 2t the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First, Ann Arbar, Tickets are §7.50. Far
information, call $96-3555. I

© THROWING MUSES

COLLERE

Here ara the top 10 songs peceiving
play en WOUX-AM, campas statlon o
Oakland University o Rochester,

1.*Tied Up in Gear,” Yellow.
2. “Mayor of Simpleton,” XTC
3. " Erasure.

4.“Inthe New Hltrville,” The Gear.
5. *Yon Aln't Seen Nothing Yet,” Figures
Oa a Beack. -

8. “Riddie of the "80s,” Pirebase.
9. “Sbe Dﬂmm(}lry"ﬂu\'m
Caznthal,

10, “Last of tho Famous Intervatiorat
Playboys” Morrixeey.

LIKE A PRAYER
— Madonna

1t Madonna's perfume waso't 80
distracting, I'd already be telling
you & bit about her new album.

o, she hasn't come a-visiting. But
the sluvn 10 her new album, “Like a
Prayer,” 1s sprayed with her favor-
ite perfure.

Well, right then, on to the mvlew.

Flm, your reviewer realizes th:
while Madonna is a blg star, rnosl
people he has met dislike Madonna
— or at least smirk at the mention
of her name.

Apparcntly, Madouna strikes a
nerve in wme folks that just gets
them mad. She thinks she's 50 hot,
she can't sing, she’s tacky, they say.

But your mvlewer bas always kind
of llked Madonna. He says ‘kind of”
because he's 34, and not into pop mu-
slc as ha was in his “Wonder Yeans."

Still, he hears In Madonna's music
some of the things he's always liked
best about good pop music.

For lunen, her volce has a pleas-
Ing young sound. The rhythm back-
Ing ll nlm ple and dance oriented, but
interesting and original. And some of

her song melodles are darn catchy.
Madonna's hit “Into the Groove™
best lllustrates these things.

On her pew album, the Madonna
dance sound is effectively revived on
“Likea Prlycr ' “Express Yoursell”
and “Cherish.”

On “Promlise to Try” and “Dear
Jessle,” Madonna flirts with some
Beatlesque sounds — even & caronet
ﬂourbh a la “Peany Lane" on “Dear
Jessle.

Madonaa gets Into some more per-
sona! subjects on this album ~ the
breakup of her marriage, and manlxg

wl

EVERYTHING'S
DIFFERENT NOW
— 'Til Tuesday

Lave gone bad. Yes, I know il'sa
subject that has not exactly been Ig-
nored In popular songwriting. But it
has been quite a while since there
has been a collection of songs that
has relayed the hurt Invﬂlved s0 well
as this album.

‘This is "TH Tuesday's thlrd album
for Eplc/CBS, although nothlng
gamered any real attentlon 2ince the
slngle, “Volces Carry,” from thelr
debut.

T must admit to sot being a fan of
that song but this new album s a
borse of a different kettie of flsh,

ties of a stormy
ber dad.
Recording those songs may have
helped Madonna feel more the ex-
pressive ariiste, rather than fust a
pop slnger, But its the playful, young
sounding songs that she does best
And there’s no shamo In that.
Because, as Woody Guthrie once
sald, "1 don't want kids to be more
like grown-ups; T want grown-ups to
be more 1lke kids.”
— Kevin Brown

¢ over theme through-
out this record is the break-up of
singer Almee Mann's relationship
with Jules Shear, who has wrilten
for the Bangles, Cindy Lauper and
has a track on this LP also.

1 can only Imagine that he must be
squirming because Ms. Mano's lyrics
pull no punches: “But my world be-
came this one boy/It's the way that I
am made/Do you think I enjoy 1t?*
from “Why Must 1" Or even“It's not
that I'm {rightencd of being alone,

1t's just that I know what a burden
this grief can be” from “Long Gooe
(Buddy)."

Actually, I could give a quote

from ¢ song, one of which, by
the way, is a collaboration with
Elvis Costello, whose lyrics blead
perfectly with the album's austere
lyrical atmosphere.

‘While musically, the songs are of
an acoustic/light-pop nature, Almeo
Mann's vocals convey all the poig-
nancy, paln and vulnerability de-
manded by ber words. Such personal
revelations that would bave a John
Lennon seal of approval.

1t's enough to make you ery,

- Cormac Wright

Goae),” Wayloa Jennbngs.
EEETECIET)

VOICES OF

BABYLON

— The Outfield
After encountering the sophomare

Jjinx with thelr © '"” LP in

1087, The Outfleld returns with thelr

e e L

question No, 1: Which di-
rection wonld the trio, who labeled
themselves as “too rock for pop and
too pop for rock™ two years ago,
travel muosically? The inclinstion
seemed to be In the rock directicn,
based 6a the group's alflalty for
crankicg up the amps while co lha

road.

So much for inclinations. It ap-
pears the answer to this question lsa
resounding “POP goces The Out-
fleld” (Forglve me ... I just
wmdntl(op mysel! }

Kohao snd
Dnvld Lecnlrd joln gultarist/
songwriter Joln Splnks at the con-
trols of "Vnieu. and the results arc

pcplormuhbcmmth.mﬁ'f
title track, in which Spinks

his impressions of premwa Lop 3
doa (where all three band =lnbcc,l.y o
grew up).

Tao only readily discernitle dﬂ?‘
ference 13 when the musle slowy
down for a ballad, like “Inside Your
Skin” (which werks) or "Shelter Mg'l
(which docsz't). Gono is the hard,
crisp gultar edgo of the group's flrsf,
two releases, replaced by some key
boards and (oh mel) zynuu:d.;n.
mt ip"_ll.s'l‘ RO-U-BHL-E.
mskes the enswee to barps
ing quesﬂ::a to. 2 that much easley,
to figure out: Is the band rezdy fo
elimb out from under the skadawr of
the drezdad zophornore flox? .
Well, &5 Lkeable a3 thelr carly.
stulf was, “Volcss” doen't quite cat .
it. Faglt tho now blood {n the produdy,
tioa chair, because playing Ut rafe,

obvios,
of 1‘he Oullldd'l berctofore fun
sound.

Track and track goes by with little
noticeable deviation from a gimple

— Bab Sodier.



