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Ed Joh of Far Hills Is chairing the
Home C Vietnam ovent, d by nino

veteran groups, which will be held in Detroit June 30to July 4.

By Susan Buck
slatf writer

It's a new twist on the Vietnam
War: 2 war that was undeclared but
took the llves of 58,000 American
soldiers.

Sevenly Canadlan cjtizens, who
voluntarily enlisted and fought as
soldiers in the Amecrican armed
forces, also dicd in that war.,

Plans arc under way in July to
honor all Canadlan citizens who vol-
untarily cnlisted in the Vietnam
War.

Thelr enllstment is an irony of op-
posltes. Some American mcn who
were US. residents chose to go the
other way and take up residence in
Canada to resist the draft because
Canada chose uninvolvement in the
Vietnam War.

“Canadians who served In Viet-
nam with the U.S. military are con-
sidered mercenaries and traltors by
thelr government and have never
recelved a word of thanks for their
sacrifices |n Southeast Asfa,” said
Ed Johnson, a Farmington Hills
Vletnam combat veteran.

Johnson is chairing the "We]cornc
Home Canadlan Vietnam Veterans'
event, sponsored by nine veteran
groups, which will be held at the
Michigan State Falrgrounds in De-
trolt June 30 to July 4. The public
event is expected to draw Vietnam
vets from as far away as Australia
and New Zealand,

PROCEEDS FROM donatlors will

‘Canadians who gerved in Vietnam
with the U.S. military are considered
mercenaries and traitors by their
government and have never received a
word of thanks for their sacrilices in

Southeast Asia.’

— Ed Johnson
Vietnam veteran

be used to help bulld a monument in
honor of Canadlan Vietnam vets in
their country.

Johnsan, 40, served in the 19th Di-
vislon, US, Army, for almost 15
months during 1959 'and 1970. He is a
soclal work technlclan at New Hori.
zons, Farmington Hills, which pro-
vides vocatlopal training for the
physically and mentally handi-
capped, ages 18-50.

Johnson has participated In local
fund-ralsing events {or veterans and

elped with job placement for
veterans in the city of Detrolt. He
now hopes to Improve the lives of
Canadian veterans through simllar
efforts.

A mercenary, by definttion, is a
professlonal soldier hived by a for-
elgn country.

Accordlng to unofflclal reports,
malnly from veterans groups, as

many as 30,000 Canadians voluntari-
ly enlisted tn the U.S. armed services
during the Vietnam War,

“Many of the Canadlans [ talked
to sald they felt so bad when they
returmad. They were trylng to fight a
war against the Communlists, With
all the dralt dodgers, they replaced
them. Many suffer the same ill ef-
feets as US. Victnam veterans from
Agent Orange, wounds and post-
combat trauma,” said Johnson.

THESE CANADIANS blended in
quietly in their units, but occaslonal-
ly were spoken of disparagingly
withln their units and referred to as
“Canucks,” Johnson sald. Alter dis-
charge, Canadlaps, includlng thelr
veteran groups, frowned on Canadl-
an Vietnam vets, considering them
traftors and forbidding them to par-
ticipate even in parades, he sald.

e neas U
Canadian Viet vet salute

“Vietnam was such a controver:
slal war and lasted such a long time,
Irom 1964 to 1975, that when thesd
guys came home, It left a bad taste
In people’s mouths,” Johnson sald
“They fought a war that a lot of
Canadians thovght was illegal. I had
one Canadlan in my uolt, but I never
realized so many bad volunteered
Nelther does 90 percent of the C.!m‘
dian population.” -

Johnson was dralted Into the wat
in 1969, a victim of a pumbered lot:
tery, which determined a2 man’s
drnn priority through chance. Hé

dropped out of Livonia Franklin
High School. “I was fust Hcklni
around in some fy-by-night juh Jus
making cnough money Lo party,
came home and my mom w.u
crying. My dad just sort of smiled
and handed me the letter. It mld~
‘Greetlngs.' "

Johnson saw active duty In the
Mekong Delta and later Cambodial
“In April 1870, we went nto Cambo-
dla with a relnforced company of
200 and when we came back In June
1970, we had 68 people,” he said.

BEFQRE HE left the armed ser-
vices, Johnson carned a graduate
equivalency diploma. Johnson grew
up in Livonia. He later went to Ma-
donna College there and studled pey-
chology.

Jobnson has lived In Famington
Hills for 14 years. Hlis wife, Kathy, is
a nurse at Botsford General Hospi-
tal, Farmington Hills,

L.eader sees tribute as ‘the last blg hurrah’

By Susan Buck
staff writor

The Vietnam war evokes memo-
ries of a time some Americans and
Canadlans would llke to forget,

“America Is a country of veter-
ans,” sald Ed Johnson, a Farralogton
Hills resident who 13 organizing a
Canadlan Victnam veterans salute
this summer at the State Falr-
grounds In Detrolt. “There are 26%-
milllon veterans living In this coun-
try. The event will give Lhese veter-
ans a chance to get a hug and a pat
on the back. It's the last big hurrah.”

1t will be a new chapler on the
Vletnam war

Accordlrig to Johnson, as many as
30,000 Canadian citizens ealisted in
the ‘US armed forces during the
Vietnam crisls.

That oumber Is gusstioned hy
Violet Parnanzone, who works as a
1latson for the Canadian governmeat.
She considers the number high.

‘‘We're unable to substantiate that
number,” sald Parnanzone. “There

wasn't an influx of Canadlans. Some
had dual citizenshlp and some may
‘have already been living in the Unit-
_ed States at the time.”

ALSQ, WHEN some Canadians en-
listed in the war, many listed an
American resldentlnl address, often
a hotel that they were tiving in tem-
porarily, after crossing the border,
szld Parnanzone.

“I would be very surprised to sce
how many show up at this event. It's
safd that usually 20 percent show up
at these kind of events,” she said.

Parnanzone acknowledged that

esc Capadian Victnam veterans
have been excluded from participat-
-ing in parades, except in some cases.
“Canada did not participate in the
Vletnam War,” she explained.

Statisties vary depending on. the
source: there appoxe (o ke 0o offi-
clal statistics regarding the exact
number of Canadian citizens who ca-
listed during the Vietnam War or
how many men resisted the draft
during that time.

“I don't know If anybody has the
numbers,” said Diane Pringle, of the
veleran affairs forelgn services unit
in Washington, “We use a working
number of 5 to 6,000 but veterans
groups, by sollcmng each other,
think it's belweeu 20,000-40, 000 We
don’t believe 30,000 is accurate.”

Mel Small, a Wayne State Unlver-
sity history pi

military as their fathers did and this
would be their only chanes; others
wanted to plck thelr branch of mili-
tary service.

Frank Montour, a 1967 Farming-
ton High graduate has dual citizen-
ship. Of Canadlan Mohawk Indian
heritage, hls extended famlly resldes
in Canada,

Moulour his enl

therapist at the Veuram Center in
Lincoln Park.

Likewise, in the eatly 1960s, lee
Hitchins, president of the Canadian
Vietnam Veterans in Ottawa, drove
an hour from his home in Smiths
Falls to Buffalo, N. Y., where he and
two olhchanadbm buddies enlisted.
was a chance for

about the Vietnam War, also be-
lieves the number i3 high, '“There
were 2.7 mlilllon who passed throy,
the southeast Aslan theater from
1961 to 1973 and all of those did not
see combat. Likewise, the percent-
age of draft resisters was very Lt
tle,” he said.

Small added that he thought the
idea of a memorial monument was
“anlce idea”

‘THE REASONS why Canadlan cit-
Izens sought US. military status are
as myriad and diverse as human na-
ture. For some [t was a coming of
age; some wanted to serve la the

Residents sound off
-about Hills’ problems

Conlinued from Page 1
more polltically motivated to turn
our city into another Southfield,”
said 2 Westmeath resident. “This so-
called master plan secms to be a fig-
ment of the council's

* Another resident wrote: “It (the
city) bas grown too much and too
tapldly. How sad to sce $300,000
homes bullt on Lop of each other.™
Some residents

public, Thirteen residents didn't re-
spond.

“I THINK a lot of people may
hnve lnlerprel:d a strong mayor-

Bever for malling the survey 'hlle

but not what tho cltizens of this city
really want.”

The residents were among 244
who returned surveys to Mayor Ter-
ry Sever, which he mailed to 1,050
resldents in mid-March. The survey
asks residents to vate various eity
departments, ncluding police and
fire. It also questions them on
whether the city council should se-
Tect the mayor or whether the public
should elect one, Reaidents also were
asked to comment on thelr concerns
about the city,

Some residents responded with
only a few words. Others let thelr
thoughts flow. Council behavior, in-
creased taxes and assessments,
averdevelopment, the lack of open
space and recreational facillties, the
need for more visible police patrols

*in nelghborhoods and trafflc conges-

tion topped the list of concerns.

“QUIT LOOKING for ways to
spend money. Why not try to save
and reduce taxes? Be as responsible
with money as we who have to work
for R,” a resident wrote,

bthers

dollars were used for its printing nnd
mailing. The mayor paid for the sur-
vey and for postage.

+ “] did this more on & personal ba-
sis. I have always wanted to do a
survey. It's tough to determine what
the prioritics are at budget time (m
May)” Sever sald. “It definitely has
helped me to draw conclisions. I had
some nplnlons but no basis for those
concluslons.”

From the returned surveys, Sever
{igured out the average ratings resl.
dents gave the city departments. The
rating scale was one as excelleut,
two as good; three, falr; four, poor;
bod five, bad.

1 The fire department received the

ghest rating with an average 1.60,

ollowed by tbe police department

Ith a 1.66; special services depart.
ment, 172 public works depart-
ment, 1.96; city adminlstration, 2.08;
and city councll, 2.3,

Of the 244 returned surveys, 113
responded that the clty councll
should select a mayor and 118 said
the mayor should be elected by the

istha tim

the services, programs

The city bas undergone
cant {ncreases In poy

City plans survey

It youw've ever wanled to talk’
back to u:e peopla in City Hall, now

City admlnmr:wn and officlala
want m know what ymi think about
and quality

of life in Farmington Hills, They
e the s weck oMoy,
w %

wm Ty mﬂ’ - tion in determining both today's
pulation, kous-
ing, traffic and bul!dlnl ln the last communlty.

few years, How have those changes
affected your opinion of Farming-
ton Hills? How satisfled are yon
wllh tha city services? What are

e Issues to examine mow for a
belun‘ tomorrow?

/
./ Your (o thesa and
*" other questions will be a contribu.

needs as well as future needs of the

e (Detroit)
Mayor Coleman Ymmg‘l.” Sever

cher who belleves the mayor's
role should be more than ceremoni-
al, plans to take a deeper look into
the mayoral issue, particularly
lengthening the one-year term.

“Politically, the city Is at a disad-
vnnm(c. Every year a new mayor
comes In trying to bulld relation-
sh]ps wilh the couaty and atate. Once
you've established those relation-
ships,it’'s time toleaveandanew per-
son comesd in,” Sever sald.

The mayor also asked residents
whether they would be wi to
spend another $1-32 per month to
improve services. Without a doubt,
the majority of residents who re-
sponded to the survey saild ‘no.”
About a third of the respondents sald
yes, but only for particular services

“With the tremendous Increase in

tax base for both residential and
commercial, Farmington BHills
should have adequate funds, More
effort Is needed to get more bang
for the buck’, " sald a Forest Brook
Drive resident. .
THOUGH SURVEY results are
available for other council mem!
Sever 321d none have shown an inter-
results were shared
wllh emmdl members, bowever, and

to
memben T Intend to bring this up
to the 1. Council In the last 10
_mvnth:hubemnnderalololprm-
sure. I think some of the pressure
rubbed off on cach other,” he sald,

and cultural, “fami-
Iy- d” of thing. “There was a feel-
ing that Communism needed to be
stopped where It was,” he sald.
Today, Montour, a Universily of

travel,” sald Hllchkn “It's bard to
think nl it now, but when you're 18
and you're from a 1 town of
8,000, it has something to do with the
bright lights, too. A lot of guys did go

for the express purpose of Vietnam.”

S SERVED on the Navy
ship, “US. Destroyer.” He bolds
sicadfastly to there being 35,000
Canadian Victnam veterans, as citdd
by the Capadian Department of Na-
tional Defense at a recent military
symposium beld at Royal Military
College in Kingston.

“A lot of guys won't come out,”
said “They got turned oo
when they came back, There’s been
a turn-around. Now it's acceptable
to know a Vietnam veteran.”

GOOD LUCK, GOOD HEALTH

Happy symbol of best wishes,
our solid brass pineapple urn is
a dramatic accent used as a
single candleholder...or in pairs
on either side of a buffet or R
table centerpiece. A treasured .
gift for your own home, or
Jor someone you wish to
remember. 10%" including the
removable leafy top, 825.

Jacobson's

We welcome Jamb:an 'S chnmo. MasterCard” VISA® and American Expreas® g
Shop untit 0 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Untit Dp.m. on AMfonday, Tuﬂdﬂu. Wednesday and satumny




