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Read our lips: raise taxes

By Tom Hendorson
staff writor

Fridoy morning at Metro Alrport,
were told repeatedly by local offi-
clalz that the inoncy for roads waa
Inadi and that thelr constity.

by of a state legls]
commilttee got an unusual message
when they held a hearing Friday on
proposed tax Increases: Taxes would
not be be ralsed esough under the
plan, sald a group of

ents would support larger tax in-
creases earmarked for roads.

The offliclals expressed fears that
not enough moncy would be speat in

from Oakland and Wayne counlies.

The three House bllls are known
by sponsors as the “Safe Roads
Packages." They would:

® Incrense the state tax on gaso-
line from 15 cents (o 17 cents, rals-
Ing about $90 million anoually for
state transportation needs.

® Add a fee of one cent a gallon
to all petroleum producis at the re-
finery level, raising about $55 mil-
lion anaually.

® Allocate $14 million of the re-
flnery fees to elean up leaky under-
ground storage tanks.

# Allocate the remalning $41 mil-
llon In fees to finance up to $410 mil-
ilon in bonds for and

N and urged
that the gasollne sales tax be raised
by five or six cents a gallon.

WAYNE COUNTY Executive Ed-
ward MecNamara was the first
apeaker before the commiltee, which
was chalred by Rep, Curtis Hertel,
D-Petrolt. Committee member
James Kosteva, D-Canton Township,
was prescat, while member Mat
Dunaskiss, R-Lake Orion, was not,

McNamara asked for an increase
in the gas tax of six centa.

He aald that 40 percent of the
1,415 miles of county roads are clas-
sified as Inadequate and that 61 of
254 county bridges need major re-
palrs or replacement.

malntenance projects by the Micht-

gan Department of Transportation.
But members of the House Trans-

portatlon Commlttee, which met

...OQakland County’s

Suburban communlties, the Qak-
land County Road Commission and
Wayne County Executive Edward
McNamara presented a united front
Friday In urglng an Increase in the
state sales tax at a meeting of the
House Transportation Committee.

‘The strongest language during the

quoted in
1984 that predicted a shortfall in the
county of $700 million In availnble
funds just to repalr road deficien-
cles, and sald that money would

~
two-hour scssion came from Breat
Bair, deputy managing director of
the Oakland County Road Commis-
slon, who sald the proposed plan to
raise the state gasoline tax by two
cents a gallon was woefully Inade-

quate.
Here are excerpts from Bair's
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bave to be found for new roads in
and around the alrport if develop-
ment there Ls to Increase.

“Without a source of new revenue,
these new roads will not be bullt and
in effect, we have managed to

for countles llke Wayne and Oak-
land,” McNamara sald.

“The cost of contlouing to post-
pone an Increase in the statewide
gasoline tax would be devastating
for Wayne County and all the coun-
tics In the state,” be satd.

OTHER SPEAKERS in favor of a
larger tax Increase than the two
cenis the House proposes included
Southfield Councilwoman Barbara
Talley; Troy city manager Frank
G Anzn

by two cents & year for ¢ach of the
next three years.

o Putting half the money Into an
Economic Development Fund for
road improvements in areas they are
ctritically necded, such as Oakland
County.

# Increase the percentage of gas
tax revenues that go to urban areas.

Talley told the committee that
Scuthfield needs $71 milllon in the
next slx years to bulld and malntain
roads and bridges.

“A two-cent or three-cent gasoline
tax is not cnough/* she sald, “In
Southfield's opining, the five-cent
gasollne tax wiil begin to address the
needs and alleviate some of the road
(and) transportation

De]
Arbor clty administrator; Wyandotte
Mayor Jim DeSana; and Brent Balr,
deputy managing director of the
Oakland County Road Commisslon
(see related story).

Bair blasted the current proposals,
saying that Qakland County alone
needs about §940 million over the
next 10 years to bulld and maintain
roads, He recommended:

@ The state fuel tax be Increased

. Just give us the legisla-
tion, and Southfield wlll work to
garner the support for passage.”

Geratenccker told the committee
about the near-gridlock in Troy dur-
ing peak heurs. “In our city, you're
lucky If you can see the stoplight
that's causing the problem.”

Other commitiee hearings on the
tax Increases will be on April 27 in
the Capitol in Lansing and April 28
In Grand Raplds.

one big parking lot

presentalion;

® “To the customer of the road
system, the read user, thls ($500 mil-
Yon In bond money and gas-tax reve-
nues) sounds like a Jot of money. The
problems with the roads should now
be all aver, right? Wrong! Their (the
voters') expectations of relief are
high. The ability to dellver, under
this plan, I3 harshly negative.”

® "We litcrally plead with you to
help solve this crushing problem in
Oakland County. The customers of
the Oakland County road system, the
users of the roads, have clearly and
frequently told everyone willing to
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listen that they will no longer toler-
ate the scattering of thelr tax dollars
throughout the state when Lheir own
needs are ignored . . . They are de-
manding to be heard —~ and some-
body better listen up — quickly.”

® “You slmply cannot drive to
work in a $00-squarc-mlle parking
lat. The Oakland County Road Com-
misslon can't continue to hold to-
gether with road patch material and
coathangers a road system that
could stretch from Detroit to San
Francisco if the pleces were lald end
toend.”
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By Dave Varga
slaff writer

Oakland County s fylng high,

It continues as “ihe stroogest ur-
ban ecopomy in the state” and
among the tops in the conntry, say
two Unlversity of Michigan re-
searchers,

“Last year, we called Oakland
County the strongest urban county in
Michigan and nothing has happened
to change t assessment,” sald
George Fulton during an economic
outlook luncheon last week in Ponti-
ac, hosted by the Natlonal Bank of
Detroit and the county’s Economle
Development Division. Both Fulten
and Donald Grimes are researchers
with U-M's Institute of Labor and In-
dustrial Relatlons.

In addltion to good businesses and
dlversification, Grimes said, “We be-
lieve a major part of that (growth) is
education. . .Education is one of the
major advantages this county has
over other counties.”

Nearly onc out of every four Oak-
tand County resldents over age 25
has completed four or more years of

college, Grimes said. Other countles

Flying high
Oakland economy stays
among bestin the nation

crulsing altitude,” Grimes said.

And, the county will continue fly-]
ing higher thap the rest of Michigan.|
New jobs will increasc by $ percen!
duribg each of the next two years,|
they projected, compared with much
slower statewlde job growth of 1.6
percent by 1889 and 0.3 percent by,
1890.

In total, the county’s number of
non-farming jobs grew 32.5 percent|
from 1079 to 1988, including thel
1975-82 perlod of recession. Jobs in)
Oakland County grew by 137,400
slnce the recession perjod. Nearly alll
those new jobs — 115,500 — were ln
nonmanufacturing arcas.

IN FACT, the future shows non-|
manufacturing jobs still growing and|
manufacturing jobs shrinking, as the
automoblle producers continue;
downslzing their production. “The
hit is all in the automotive industry,”|
Grimes said.

The forecasters show steady]
growth in Oakland County, with
46,900 new jobe between 1987-90.
Manufacturing jobs in that period]
will fall slightly by about 1900,
while Jobs  In-

with highly cdocated p
have higher
rates, their research found.

OARLAND COUNTY smaw “In-
credible growth” In jobs from 1985-
87, Grimes said.

Since then, and in the near future,
county job numbers are growing
steadily, sustatnably, they sald.

“We like to draw analogies. Oak-
land County bas already achieve

crease nearly 49,000,
In dlviding up the job ple, auto-re-|
lated jobs carved pearly 13 percent|
of Oakland County’s jobs in 1979 but]
will provide only about 7 percent by|
1890. Other manufacturing jobs took|
a smaller plece of the job share too.
A larger plece of the pie will go to
service Industries, in g from
23 percent of the jobs in 1979 to 33
percent by 1999, 4
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