House votes to allow mllltary base closings

Here's how Observer & Eccentric
aren members of Congress were
recorded on mafor voll call votes in
the week endlng April 21,

HOUSE

MILITARY BASE CLOSINGS By
a vote of 43 for and 381 agalnst, the
House refused to block a Pentagon
commlsslon’s plan to close 88 do-

mestle military bases and reallgn 59
olhers. This fallure to approve HJ
Res 165 means the sweeplng base re-
ductions will begln taking cffect
next year.

Dan Rostenkowski, D-IHl, who
valed to klil the plan, termed the de-
bate "a profile In gt

Ted Welss, D-N.Y,, sald the plan
“eould save between $600 to 3700
milllon a year from the defcnse
budget without reducing our capabll-
Ity at all.”

Members voilng yes wanted to
bloﬁk uwbuc-closing plan. : oted

cowardice” because the House and
Senate left to a commission the job
of targeting bases for extinctlon.

Grandparents win
new visiting rights-

‘The state House recently passed
biils to allow grandparents greater
visltation rlghts with their grand-
children whose parents bave di-
vorced or separated.

State Rep. Dave R-

termines that visitation Is in the best
interests of the grnndc.hlldreu "
Honlgman sald.

The clrcumstances include during
pcndlng actions for divorce, scpa-
rate

West Bloomfield, sponsor of one of
the bills, views the legislation as
necessary to malntain the important
link between grandparents and
grandchlidren.

Currently, grandparents can ask
for visltation rights only when dl-
vorce or a child custody dispute s
pending. The present system does
not glve the courts authority to
award a grandparent-grandehild vis-
Itation order where divorced but re-
marrled parents succumb to their
new mate's desire to prevent the
children from contact with thelr ex-
spouse’s parents.

“Our leglslation allows the grand-
parents lo scek visitation under
broader clreumnstances, If a couvt de-

or an
when the grandpareat’s child who
was the parent of the grandchild had
dled; when legal custody had been
glven to someone other than the
grandchild's parent; If the grand-
parent had provided a home at any

time during the grandchlild's lfe; .

whcn a parent has denled visitation

yes.
Voting no were Cari anll R-
Plymouth, Dennis Hertel, D-Harper
Woods, Willlam Ford, D-Taylor,
Sander Levin, D-Southficld, Wllllnm
Broomfield, R-Lake Orfon.

MARTIN LUTHER KING HOLI-
DAY By a vote of 305 for and 84
against, Lhe House passed and sent to
the Senate 2 bil) (HR 1385) to begin
{federal funding of the Martin Luther
King, Jr. Federal Hollday Commis-
sion and make the panel a perma-
nent agency.

‘When established in 1984 to
mole a new national holiday honor-
ing King's birthday, the panel was
given on April 20, 1989, expiration
date and required to raise its own
budget.

Supporter Connie Morella, R-Md.,
sald federal funding of the panel is
needed because “private donatlons
have been declining over the years.”

Opponent Wllllam Dannemeyer,
R-Calif., asked “What . . . will these

of this do in-

r the
rcporltng child abuse or neglect; if a
parent had been living away from
the other parent and grandchitd for
more than one year; or if the parents
had never married and were not llv-
ing in the same household.

The blli also would allow grnndA
parents to seck visitation rights dur-
ing the pending step-parent adoptlon
proceedings,
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deflnitely in the future by chewling
up a half a million dollars of taxpay-
ers’ money?”"

Members votlng yes suppaorting
the bill were Parsell, Hertel, Wil-
llam Ford and Levio.

Not voting was Broomfteld

‘TO CHANGE HATCH ACT By a
vote of 297 for and 90 agalost, the
House passed a bill (HR 20) amend-
ing the 1939 Hatch Act to permit
federal employees to engage ia poli-
ties In thelr private lives.

The measure retains the law's ban
on on-the-job polltical activity by
clvil servants and certain other ex-
ccutive branch werkers. It was sent
to the Senate.

Supporter Frank llortan, R-NY.,
sald federal cmployu “ought not be
second-class citlzens.”

Opponent Frank Welf, R-Va., sald
“We do not need legistation that will
hurt publlc confidence in the federal
workforce.”

Members voting yes supporting
the bill were Pursell, Willlam Ford
and Levin,

Members not voting were Hertel
and Broomfield.

SENATE

SAVINGS AND LOAN BAILOUT
The Senate passed, 21 for and 8
agalnst, a bill (S 774) to ba!l out hun-
dreds of Insolvent or teetering sav-
ings and loans and revamp federal
S&L oversight so that the ongolng
crisis in the thrift Industry does not
recur.

Bonds floated by a new federal fi-
nancing cntity would fund what is by
far the most costly ballout ever im-

© posed on US. taxpayers, a rescue es-

timated to cost $50 billlon Initlally
and at least $157 bjillon in its first
ten years. The Congressional Budget
Office says laxpayers will cover
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more than half the cost, with cavings
and loans and their customers cover-
Ing the remainder.

Supporter Richard Shelby, D-Ala.,
sald the blll will “restore depositors’
confidence (and make) essentlal
changes n the regulation of the
thrift industry.”

Referring to fraud by some S&L
officlals, opponent Bill Bradley, D-
N.J., sald “We should recover what
we can from the crooks before we
reach into the taxpayers' pockets.”

Levin and Riegle voted yes.

TO FUND BAILOUT By a vote of
43 for and 50 agalnst, the Senate re-
Jjected a plan to count the $50 bllllon
Inltia} cost of the S&L hallout
(above) In the federal budget rather
than as an “off budget"” item not tal-

lied against Gramm-Rudman-Holl- |

Ings deficlt Umits.

The plan sought to substitute
Treasury borrowing for an industry
bonds as the ballout's funding mech-
anism.

Under elther approach, S&Ls
would assume responsibliity for the
debt principal and taxpayers the in-
terest obligation. But the rejected
plan with ity cheaper Treasury bor-
rowing would have saved taxpayers
an estimated $4.5 bllllon In Interest
over 30 years.
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Sponsor Bob Graham, D-Fia., sald
his plan should be adopted o3 a mat-
ter of “basic honesty” to the generg-
tlons ultimately responsible for re-
paylng the $50 billien.

Phil Gramm, R-Texas, sald the
off-budget accounting s valid be-
cause ‘it is clear from the very be-
ginning that the savings-and-loan if}-
dustry is borrowlng the mosney, nat
the taxpayer.’

Senators voling yes' wanted bor-
rowlng for the S&L ballout listed lp
the budget. .

Levin and Riegle voled yes, ‘;

TO CONFIRM DANNY VALL By
a vote of 81 for and 38 against, tHe
Senate tabled (killed) an amendment
to § 774 (above) requlring Senafe
confirmatlon of M. Danny Wall g
head of the Office of Savings
atfons, a new regulatory unit created
by the bl

‘Wall now heads the Federal Homg
Loarn Bank Board, the S&L oversight
agency belng eliminated amld conf-
plalnts Wall has been a lax mgulu!n}-
of thrift industry.

Senators voting yes were uppcséﬂ
to requiring Senate confirmation’oY
Wall,

Levin voted no. )

Riegle voted yes.
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