Hands on Iessons Wl||
- give students a chance
~at close-up learning

By Casoy Hans
siolf writer

o
-= Parents at one Farmlngton Hills
elementary are experimenting with
thelr own brand of sclence educa-
tion, as cducators Jook for ways to
improve learning In that area,
Parent-Teacher Organization
members at Wooddale Elementary
earmarked several thousand dollars
from PTO fundraisers this year to
set up a sclence room at the school.
Work on the room began In Janu-
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ary. 1t will offer hands-on lessons co-
ordinated with various chapters In
the district's new sclence text. -

“Hearing something 100 times s
nat as good as scelng it once,” saya a
alogan above the door of the room
shared by sclence and music educa-
tors. With parent/teacher coopera-
tlen, the room Is looking more uke a
sclence room.

It has posters, things for students
to touch and explore and boxes full
of hands-on lessons for teachers.
Though far from being complete,
teachers now sign up Lo use the rocm
and materials.

“We trled to lmplcmcnt it two
years ago, but there was not a room
and we dldn’'t have the money to
fund it,” sald PTO president DlAnne
Hagan.

A successful fundralser lusl fall
cleared the way for the PTO, spear-
headed by parent Lesley Gore, to be-
gln thelr dream.

The Wooddale pareat/teacher ef-
fort follows goals sct several years
ago by the Farmington school board.

TRUSTEES HAVE said sald they
want {o open sclence rooms in each
y school. That has not hap-

nungacre hool In

{{Farmington Hilis as the end of the
:school year approaches. They fn-
clude:

# The rock opera “Stons Soup,”
based on an old French folk tale will.
be presented by first graders Moy 5.
The students have been practicing
and preparing for several weeks.

© The entlre school will watch a
performance of "Dorothy's Adven-
tures in 0z" on May 9. It wlll involve
six Longacre students as Munchklns
and evil wltch assistants. Presented
weourtesy of the Longacre PTA and
bAssembly Committee, the produc-
htion is put on by Dance Focus from
nAnn Arbor.

n © The Longacre gymnasium will

Wbe jumping all day on May 16, as

"pbyslcnl education teacher Ann So-
pba coordinates a “Jump Rope for

Blteart” day to fight heart dlsease.

¥Each class will have a specifled time

o contlnuously jump rope, after stu-
dents soliclt pledges and donations
far thelr favorite organizatlon.
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pened becnuse of scarcity of extra
classroom space at meat schools,
This year, there is an experimen-
tal sclence room set up at High-
meadow Common Campus, & 2-year
pilot alternative elementary school.
One (3 also planned for o' now ele-
mentary school an the district’s west

5]

Charmaine Ratclitfe teaches first-grade science in the

in Fermington Hills.

side, slated to open in 1990,

School offlelals remaln concerned
about sclence because of test results,
from the Michigan Education As-
sessment Program, which show defl-
ciencles in the science area state-
wide, at all levels.

The Farmington district recently
adopted new textbooks and a pro-
gram focusing an_[ntenslve teacher
training -In the science area to en-
hance the curricalum program.

“The main goal s to get the sclen-
tific process started,” sald Gore, who
head’s the Wooddale PTQ's science
committee and has a degree in
chemistry.

Educated in England where she
studled sclence extensively, Gore
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sald she and other purents saw It
lacking [n the school’s curriculum
and pushed {0 set up the sclence
room. The room serves children in
all grades, from kindergarten to
grade five.

SO FAR, the parents have set up
{nstructional band-on lessons im
magnetlsm, - electricity, stotic elee-
trclty and paleontelogy, comple-
menting the school sclence textbook.
They want students to focus on the
key steps of the sclentific process,
which Includes: questioning, hypoth-
esls, materlals, procedure, ohserva-
tlons and conclualons,

The next area of focus witl be on
Oricnteering, as parents, teachers
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and kids carve out nature trall in the
woods behind the school this spring
and summer. Cub Scout Troop 318
wlll help mark the nature trall. Par-
ents also hope to have an orienteer-
ing tape to guide atudents in the out-
door area.

PTO members say they will con-
tinue to add smatl amounts of money
to keep the sefence room golng in the
future, but hope the district wﬂl offi-
cially take charge of the sclence
room in the coming year,

Hagan has children in the fourth
and slxth grades, and Gore children
in kindergartes, first and third
grades. “That's why thls is so Im-
portant,” Hagan added. “We need to
get this Into the elementary early.”
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