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Living together

dale, Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills,
d, Troy and

ACIST AND sexist fliers are

found In the vicinlty of a

high schoo! bulldlng in Bir-

mingham. Earller, students

at the Unlveralty of Michigan come

"face to face with fllers desouncing

¥peclfle races and ethnle back-

grounds. A graup of black Wayne

State University atudents demand an
- Africana studles department.

- cism, an lssue that scemed to

“"have gone underground, is making a

k. School

" seek to counter the cruditics of hate
litegature with class work geared
toward examining differcnt cultures.

¥

West Bloomfield. Combating preju-
dice among students isn't merely a
matter of including information on
the contributicns made by minority
cultures to this country, accordiog to
Plne. It extends to the hiring practic-
es of the districts and the attitudes
of all of Its employees.

Although there are some pro-
grams io place In the classroom,
many of the efforts are still in the
planning  stages. Administrators
agree prejudice in the ¢!
won't be solved overnight by a single

course,
*“There's no specific class. It's not

P
the pllot stages, even though educa-

, tors say that students will soon be

Jliving {n o world that is more multl-

‘cultural than ever.

“The northern white suburbs have

‘walted too long. I don't think they
should wait until thelr situatlon re-

‘flects a cultural diversity,” sald

..Johr Telford, assistant superintend-

ent of the Rochester schools.

.. “The schools are not responsible
‘for the scgregated residential areas
in the Detroit metropolitan arca.

* The schools inherit the Jlls and have
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| Jo find a way to vaccinate the stu-
t dents agalnst it (racism,)” he sald.

. STUDENTS graduating from high

*” school in the next decade will llve [n
+a more culturally dlverse world, be
ssald. N

¢ “They'll be llving in a world that's
snot 99 percent white Christian.
+They've got to know bow to functlon
“wlthin that world,” Telford said,

"We're in the educalion buslness

+s-and we are to be preparing people

Todfor a culturally diverse society,”

+5aid Gerald Pine, dean of Oakland

+.Unlverslty’s School of Education and

“Human Service.

;_Since July, the university and 12
akland County school dlstricts em-

> -barked on as effort to promote racl~

$>ty cquity in classroom material.

+%7 Included {n the effort are: Avon-

<
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T DIFFERENT times during

the 1ast (wo years, teachers

In districts across the state

have been told lo get ac-

quainted wlith elther a potato or an
orange.

That exercise to discover speclal
characteristics in everyday things is
part of & workshop to heighten cul-
tura) sensitivity In teachers and ad-
minlstrators. “A World of Differ-
. ence,” offered by the Anti-Defama-
-~ tlon League of B'naf B'rith alms at
helping people to confront thelr own
. preconceived notlons. Later, lessons
' from the workshop can be inserted
' in a class’ regular study unit.

Last week at Pembroke Schoal,
h teachers
7 sometimes silly sometimes sweet
 storles about thelr group’s potato,
© Once they've gifted tho spud with &
many groups,

Pembroke I,lchslr

Nancy Evangoiista participates in
lved notlons h

that simple,” sald Roger Garvellnk,
Super of the
schools.

INFORMATION about other cul-
tures should be incorporated into el-
ementary school class work, he sald.
“By high schoal, 1t's too late.”

In Troy, the district has incorpo-
rated cuitural studies in elementary

classes,

“We do focus on how poople
percelve each other,” sald
schools supcrintendent David Spea-
cer. Elementary level study units
concentrate ralsing students’ self-
confidence as well their concern for
others.

Others are working information
about minority cultures into social
studies programs. Rochester’s pllot
program concentrates on the sixth
through the ninth grades. In the fall,
Farmington will begio a course
almed at ninth-grade students, who
are Included In the district’s high
schiools.

Some dislricts use a form of the
trickle-down theory. They concen-
trate on student leaders they hope
will spread the information and att!-
tudes throughout the schools,

In Avondale, which includes parts
of Troy and Rochester Hilly, the dis-
trict’s” incorporated cultural infor-
matlon into soclal studles programs.
“These are such sensilive and emo-
tion-charged arcas that one course

=~ & -t . . -
children, ‘are reluctant to ¢hrow it
back in the bog, according to Dina
Lockman, the ADL representative
who was Pembroke’s group facilita-
tor.

WHILE IT might seem a silly ex-
ecrcise, the potato Hlustrates that fa-
millarity breeds respect. “Interac-
tion " Lock-

School pro'grar"ns seek ways to combat

Dina Lockman, facilitator of the World of Ditforence workehop
fiat cultura)

at School, Bir

isn't going to make a dlfference. But
you have to start somewhere,” sald
Norine Blake, Avondale essistant su-
perintendent.

YEAR, four Avondale High

tha un-

tlons [n which they must trust each
other and work together.

“Within a weekend we try to get
klds who are representative of vari-
ous kinds of groups who don't nor-
mally get together,” sald Seymour
of West

THIS
School students p d in a

schools. Student leaders

area pro-
gram. They've been talking to stu-
dents In Lhe schools about the infor-
mation they've galned.

In West Bloomficld, programs
such as Backstop bring together stu-
dents of differlng backgrounds.
‘They're threwn into outdoor situa-

‘Workshops heighten
cultural awareness

empathy for each otber accordlng o
priod,

Quarton pal, Janice Ham-
mond-Matthews,
Tn the two visits between the fifth

grace ciseses, the siudents rescied
falrly typleally, according to Leon-
bard principal Carol Pyke.

“They did have a better under-
standing of children from another
but flith graders are

man told the group. “Children
worklog together for a common goal
reduce prejudice, not my coming to
tell you about my holiday."

It was n that spirit that a student
exchange took place between Quar-
ton School in Birmingham and Leon-
bard School in Southfield. Quarton’s
teachers attended the World of Dif-
ference workshop last spring and
made it the theme of the 1983-39
school year.

The letters and video greetings ex-
changed by homogenous Quarton
and by comparison, racially mixed
Leonhard helped the children have
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about different typos ;! students. Thera's the stereotype of the
nonconforming gifted chiid, the jock who doesn’t like to study
and the artiatlo student whe'il never understand mathematica.

fllth graders. It waso't like they
were going into the Inner city. South-
fleld is very middle class,” she said.
In contrast to tho Rirmiogham
school's homogenous population,
Leonhard has a 27 percent black stu-
dent population.

“The children dldn't sec it from
that angle,” Pyke sald. “They didn't
see color or any of those things. The
biggest thing was that Quarion was a
neat school because it bas stairs.
And the Quarton students llke Leon-
bard because it’s new and bright and
has a lot of art work on the walls.”

HAMMMOND-MATTHEWS secs

effects of the World of Diffcrence
program on a group of third grade
boys to whom she teaches reading.
The story concernlng & white fami-
1y’s struggle with a town's prejudices
after they adopted a black soa
caught the group's sympathy."T was
impressed with thelr sensltivity,”
she ald. “They felt badly about the
boy.”
In addition lo promoting cross cul-
tural understanding, the year's ac-
tivity extended to understanding
handicapped persons. A fifth grade
boy with sploa bifida talked with
other ¢lasses about ways in which he
worked with his dlsability.

After a year of activities, Quarton
students put together a memory
book. Many of them said the ex-
change with Leonhard was the
highlight of their year, according to
Lockman.

That's the sort of program that the
ADL bopes will combat racism and
prejudice’ in students and adults.
Reco, ng prejudice and calllng it
by name will help eradleate it, Lock-
man says. “Ignoring an ethnic re-
mark is accepting it,” she told Pem-
broke teachers, “With minority kids,
you have to be their advocate before
they need an advocate. Yoa have to
ala:ko them feel “you are on their
slde.”

Incerporating the contributions of
duierent cultural groups into lesson
plans will foster an appreciation of
heir achievements, she sald.

In additlon to Blrmingham and
Southfield, teachers in West Bloom-
field and Farmington have attended
pimilor workshops, according to the
ADL's Margie Ansell.

“Of course, prejudice is taught In
the home. It can be countera
schoo),” Ansell said. *

cdn then bring new attitudes back
into the schools.

West Bloomficld has also em-
barked on designing a cwrriculum

prejudice and racism

derstanding can't be contained to ‘one special class. Its les-
sons fit into many difforent study units.

League of the B'nal B'rith.

Representatives of Eastern Michi-
gan Unlversity have come to Farm-
Ington to discuss different styles in
which students from various cul-
tures learn.

“We're very sincere In our at-
tempts to recrult miorities,” Gar-
velink of Birmingham safd.

FARMINGTON, too, aims to have
ite teachers reflect the cultural

pltn that will be implemented In  makeup of the community, accord-
1891 ing to Mary Lou Ankele, asslstant su-
All of the p: ly meation dls- p of spectal oes. As-
tricts, Including Farmington and in most of the districts
send to F 's ent
workshops dealing with {ssues of cul- ging. There are more Jopaness

tural sensitivity. Teachers are at-
tending workshops offered by such
groups as the Antl Defamation

chan
students and growing Arabic, Chal-
dean and Albanlén populations.

marked Black History Mooth. Offl-
cials bave met with representatives
of the Japanese commupity and par-
cnts of students from France, ac-
cording to Garvellnk.

Sonthfield baen't Instituted specinl
classes on cultural diversity. “That's
not the way we've gone,” sald Bever-
ley Geltner, assoclate superintend-
ent for oD,

“[ think it's much more powerfal,
if that goal and tkat value is woven
through the entire school district, in
how you teach and how you trest

people,” shesald
’

District policy reqaires “every
employee to treat every famlly, stu-
dent and other employees with full
respect” regardless of their race, “ﬁ-

In February, the

liglon or ethnic the

MOTHER'S WRITING DESK

A lovely gift for a special lady.
An elegant desk appropriately
unique in size and made-in-Michigan
craftsmanship. Solid cherry and
brass hardware, 34x19%x32"H,
including gallery, $495. Revolving
stool with cream rayon/cotton
upholstery. $175. From a splendid
selection at everyday fair prices.

Jacobson's

L3

We wele .
Shop untit 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Until

Charge, Mas! o

and VISA? .
6 p.m. on onday, Tucsday, Wednesday and Saturdayy.




