Homeless group eyes -

more study, housing

By Dave Vargs
stalf writer

Affluent Oa.klnnd County is home
to many homeless.

Even In the stale’s wealthlest
county — and one of the wealthlest
countles In the nation per capita —
people end up on the streels.

Some are handicapped, some are
drug or alcohol users, some are vie-
tims of nbuse and some are runa-
ways. Some just can't afford a place
to Uive.

More thap ever, Oakland County’s
homeless are single women and chll-

rather than mes.

An Oakland County task force on
bomelessness and housing lasues re-
cently issued an Inlcﬂm re|

commending, among other mn
further study of currmt shelters w
get a betler estinute of the aize of
be problen,

“We do want to quantify the situa-
tlon,” sald Dr., Rol
of the committee, "What we'd | ke to
do is determine the numbers of beds
and types of houslng talts that would
be required to deal with homeless-
ness in the future.”

‘To get a handle on numbers, work-
cr3 will be asked o reglster those
visitors who show up at the existiog
shelters — Baldwrio Human Services
Center, Pontlac Rescue Mlssion,
South Oakland Shelter and speclal-
iged shelters like Haven for women
and children ang the Salvatlon Army
Adult Rehabllitation Center.

NOT ALL THOSE Oakland County
shelters are {ull. In fact, the 430 or
30 beds avallable are only about 78
o 80 percent full on a yearly basls,
Locey salid. Others who are homeless
stay with relatives or {riends while
some stay right on the street, though
few police mpnrt {inding them regu-
larly. ted at any one
glven time 000 to 1,000 people are
homeless in Qakland Counly

Not everyone sees the peed to get
precise figures. “Those of us here on
the front lines don't really care what
the numbers are,” sald Noreea Keat-
ing, a member of the task force and
director of Lighthouse, a Pontlac fa-
cility that provides emergency ser-
vices. “We Just know there is an
overflow almost every night.”

Part of the task force study will
determine who Is homeless and why.
Natlonwide trends, mirrored in Jocal
shelters, show growing numbers of
women with children needing emer-
gency houstng, instead of single men.

IN ITS RECENT report, the task
force also recommended finding &
permanent locatlon the South Oak-
land Shelter, which provides beds for
the night during colder months at a
number of area churches each week.
A permanent location, the report
sald, could help human service agen-
cles “work with clients in a more in-
tensive way in helping the cllent's
return to self-suffielency.”

County officials should also help
promote new Lransitional housing fa-

cllities, the step between emergency
shelters and self-sulflclency, the re-
sl
-up & g in Pontlac,

8 purchased by & coalltion of
Vlﬂlﬂﬂl’eﬂ 1ed by Kesating. Eventual-
1y, volunteers will repovate the
building to make It livable as a low
or no-cost apartment

County officials also need to assist
volunteers, non-profit groups and
others in wrillng applications for
federal, state or private graots to
I&:ﬂp pay for new transitional bous-

B

THE ONLY task force recommesn-
datlon that would cost the county
money s the creation of & trust fund
to help pay for grant writers or sup-
ply emergency shelter funds, like a
temporary holel room, whea shelters
fill up and community moaey drlu
up.

The county would put up to
$150,000 in the fund, if it is matched
by donations from municipalities or
ptivate, non-profit community
groups. That proposal will go to the
QOakland County Board of Commis-
sioners about Junc 1 for approval,

cfmplex.

Future reports by the task force
will tackle preventing homelessnesy
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and cn g permanent, afford-  This huudlng on Cottage swm In housing for the

able hous!ng.“ln‘rhu biggest problum, p t be a8 trlnsmonal Oakland County executive’s office,
Keatlng sal using tep more such developmonts. o
in Nakland Cmu:ky » shelters nnd self-sufficiency. A mk force on

around Oakland
Readers for it om v e tatver

blind honored

About 100 area volunteers will be
konored for their part in the Record-
ing For the Bilnd program 2-5 p.u.
Sunday at the North Park Square
Clubhouse in Southfleld,

The volunteera read books that are
recorded on tape for visually handi-

capped.

Locally they read in Detroit's two
studlos where they have recorded
approximately 225 books since the
openlng of the program here last

sity in Detrolt and also on Opdyke
Road {n Bloomfield Hills,

For more detalls about the pro-
gram call 833-0048.

Computers for
business users

Sophisticated business software
will be the focus of a four-session,
hands-on computer class storting

The class, which runs from # a.m.
to 12:30 p.m., cosis $115, It deals
with dBASE LI, Harvard Graphics
and a utility package that assists in
recapt deleted files and deter-
lnes the status of hardware. Bret
Moeller, MBA and asaistaot to the
OU president, will conduct the class.

For more detalls call $70-3120.

Motorcycle
courses held

Saturday at Oakland U y's
Rochester campus,

Safety
s hmuuz motorcycle safety courses

for anyone from novice up to experi-
enced riders at Oakland Community
College's Farmington Hills and Au-
burn Hills campuscs.

lmced riders can take an
18- to 20-hour course with malnrcy«
cles furnished and
range Instruction given. An dght«
honr perfarmmcc course will n-

counterstecring,

lm-nlng. tpecd]ﬂdgmeztwﬂ mon.
enced rider course will

hddmmdnylndbdcs{mdfor

lhmewll.hhrgewmmamomdu

and sport bikes,

details eall Vinee Consigllo at 634-
6570,

Fessler aide
sets visits

An aide to state Sen. Richard Fes-
sler, R-Unlon Lake, will make regu-
lar visits in each municipality in his
district for an hour every month to
give constitnents a chance to share

 Township,

Bloom(field Hllla.

@ OXE Classifieds work! © OE Classifieds work!

Fces vary, as do classes times.
Other locations are For

Friday and Saturday Only: Mink Jacket Or Blue Fox Coat

2DAY FUR SALE. . .5599 each

ez

esd Saturday only, just

Friday
$59% will buy you the fur of

_ your dreamst A beautiful
corduray cut mink focket,
updated with tuxedo front ond
band collar, in rich dyad ronch,
1007 Or this magnificent full
length blue fox coat, detailed
with vertical pelt construction”
and flutty shawl collor. 1002
Reg. $1335 eoch. tn Atfordable
Furs, all mairo stores.

Sale ends May 6.

* Fur Core
Ask about our complote
professional maintenance,
storaga and insurance services.

Ask obout Hudson's Home
Account or our é-month Club
Actount that allow you to
arronga to pay for your fur
while you're weering it.

All fur products lobeled to show

country of origin of imparted fun.
“Tatel units ot oft Hudson's stores.
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