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NE OF the {unnlest fan Iet-
!:j 3 ters Jean Grollcy ever got
7 wastoan lnchworm.

“Dear Marty,” it sald,

“worres ere my lfe” Gralley re-
cql the mizslve with n laugh.
Wrilin:; ard fUustratieg books for
c5lidren I3 & Welong goal, and with
L_r recent addition to “Cricket Mag-
02ina" e stalf fllustrator, she draws
for the monthly “Buggle cartoon

=trip.

Shv's lucky for a number of rea-
:cu‘.}x to have tha “Cricket” Job, she
cald.

“To b2 able to write and [Hustrate
my own slories every month — not
Just Nustrate comeone clse’s ldeas,

. but ereato my own and give it lfe ~
13 the closest thing to book illustra-
Uon,” Gralley sald.

Grallay inherited the Buggle strip
{rom tongt!me friend Trina Schart
Hyman, who originated it when
“Crlcket” began years ago &s a suc-
ecesor to “St. Nicholns Magazine.”

“ST. NICHOLAS MAGAZINE” is

one of the oldest and best children’s

magazines, Gralley oxplained,
“Cricket Is like the helr to that mag-
azine

. Her characters include Cricket,
Ladybug, Marty (a glrl, not a boy ln-
chworm, &3 Hyman polnted out to
Gralley when she first started), and
some new additions created by
Gralley to bring the “gang’s” pum-
ber to some 20-0dd characters,

“Fhe actual ago-span for readers
is creeping up,” Gralley noted, of
her audicnce. “It used to bo 8- to 12-
years-olds, but #'s spreading at both
cnds to 6- to 14-year-olds now.”

Every month Gralley crestes a
story that will lavolve the “gang.”
She draws them to seale, she says, in
o strip a little more than an Inch

hlgh. The story starts on the “Let-

terbox” page, with letters to the
characters, has a half-page fa the
middle, and ends on the last two or

three pages.
‘THE CHARACTERS ALSO a|
pear 1z the margins of short mm:

in the maga=ine, to explain unfamé!-
{ar words, Gralley said.

‘Tho most important thing to her
was acceptance by the rcaders as

tho new artlst of the strip. Bat her
worries were groundless, as another
fan letter proved.

“One kid wrote: 'Dear Gang, how
does it feel belng drawn by another
arttst? " Graltey recalled, “1 take
that zerfowly, becauss readers do
put a Jot of bellef in the characters.”

As 2 protege of Maurice Scadak
(author-Hlustrator of “Where the
Wild Things Arc") when she studled
at Parsons’ School of Design in New
York, she learncd to “really respect
kids,” Gralley sald. “You can't be
fake with kids. I always try to be
real, I know they’re already dealing
with the highest kinds of fears and
deepest joys in thelr lives,” she sald.

IN ANOTHER INSTANCE, onc
glrt had written to' Gralley asking
for advice. Her boyfriend was pres-

suring ber to have sex, “and here g

she was, writing to a cricket, a lady-
h\u\zﬂ, and 8 firefly about it,” Gralley

Gralley, at the rccommendation
of Sendak, began dolng free lance
for “Cricket” while she was still a
student at Parsons.

During the course of tho associa-
tlon, she met and became friends

with Schart, a Caldecolt award
winner (“Ifs Like -the Academy
Award for [lustrators,” Gralley
sald) for her book,"St. George and
the Dragon.”

+ "“Wo sent cartoons back and forth
to one another, for about eight
years," Gralley sold.

Hyman was ready to glve
the"Buggle” strip a rest and go on to
oﬂzcr pmjocu, Gralley said.

“Sho'd remembered all the car-
toon Jetters we'd sent back and forth
all those years ago,” Gralloy sald,
“and thought I m!ghl be the person

to replace her."”

For gralley. 1t was “like magic,”

Sbe'd always wanted to bo a book
Hlustrator, but before taking on
“Cricket’s” Buggles, she'd put her
oal aslde to make ends meet.

* fell into doing regular fllustrat-
ing for ‘The New York Times” “The
Detroit Free Press, and J. Walter
‘Thompson (nd ngency) to pay the
bllls, Gralley saf

The offer 1mm “Cricket” came
Just at the time when she’d declded
she didn't want to put eff her origl-
nal goal any longer. .

Artlst Jean Grallcy
respecling young readers’ fco![ng
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Newsy tidbits on variety of subjects

with AIDS will furnlsh grants of up

EWS notes:
® Tho book bustness is
. boom!ng. With ales climb-
5, chitdren's paperbacks
made the mw impressive galng Inst
yeer, and more new authers than
ever mado the best-celler lists, Ac-
cording to the “West Coast Review
of Books,” overall book szales

books comprised about 85 percent of
the market.

© More money matters: Clive
Cussler recently ‘signed & contract
ﬂthslmm&&hmurlnr“mﬂﬂan'
to writs two more novels
mecuve hero Dirk Pitt, ﬂmhnxd

_m-nunm" Nmunmiupnn
add Mustrator Chris Van Allsburg

recently nwd to put together

“$wan Lake,” a chlldren's book, for
$801,000 ~ reportedly
amount ever pald for o book for chil-

the largest

“mes: “Reader’s Di-

Changidg
gsL” has rellnquished its,No. 1 spot
as the magazine with the largul. clr-
culation [n the United States, “Mod-
ern Maturity,” the publication of the
American Associa

tion of Rel

Persons, Is the ncw front-runn

with a circulation of 17,924,783, out—
distancing *“Reader’s Digest”
nbou( one mﬂ!lon mdcru.

by

he prestiglous collection published
annually by Houghton MUffitn. Out of
20 storles chosen, only six were au-
thored by “‘name” writers.

® o honor of the 100th birthday
of detective fiction writer Raymond
Chandler (1888-1959), Knopf has pub-
lished “Raymend Chandler’s Phillp
Marlowe: A Centennial Celebration.”
For the colicction, 14 private-cye
writers were asked to contribute a
story in the style of Chandler, and
with Marlowe as the main character,
Authors Include Benjamin Schutz

&F £

u_ 14. 2

When the results were In for "'ma
Best American Short Storles 1988,”
thou Involved in judging were a b;t

tized. Names of all authors were
" jodges tird

“cley due to medica:

and h Healy, See what you

think.

© A recently established fund
will furnish grants to writers and ed-
{tors stricken with AIDS, who are
faced with acute e

PEN Fund o Wrlier and Ediiors

to $1,000, and thoss in need may ap-
ply for assistance more than once,

“The sltuation of writers stricken
with AIDS is desperate,” says fund
director Christine Freidlander. For
more information, write or call
Freldlander at PEN American Cea-.
ter, 560 Broadway, New York 10012
or call (212-334-1880.

o Grey Castle Press (Pocket
Knife Square, Lakeville, Conn.
06038) hes come to the ald of young
readers who are visually impalred.
“The Nancy Drew Files,” by Carolyn
Keene, “The Hardy Boya Casefiles,”
by Franklin W. “Chioose

print for some time now, not 5o for
children's books.

® Now that spring s here, those
of you who are getting out to walk or
run may want to try an “audlo book”
luyourWalman for a change of
pace. Recent releaszes Include Ste-
phm Coonts’ “Final Flight,” read by
George Keanedy, Annc Tylers
‘Brea/ Lessons,’ i

Eikenberry, and Kirk Douglas,
Ing his autoblography, “The Rag-
man’s Son." All rm for ahout 180
minites.and soll for around $14.95,
Keep fn mind .that what you'll be
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hearing will be a condensed verilm
of the book Itself (sometimes hwdy
condensed).

® Look for the screen versidh of |
Elmnm Leonard's “Cat Chaser” as:

rs this summer. The lhrﬂla-\

wm uur Peler Weller and Kelly !
McGillis, Final screecplay was put f
together bysLeonard,

@ The last word: Keep your eye
*on Bl playwright Kmy
D\lbln. Her eomedy—dnml,
Last Resort,” recentl, rened ln
Austin, Texas, to lpphm npylauu.
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