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Funeral director marks 25th year in city
A civic booster, he senses ‘caring attitude’

RANDY BORST/staft photographor

& - [
Walt- Sundquist, outside the downtown Farmington funeral
oh eho has owned and operated for the past 25 years.
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By Bob 8kiar
stat! witter

Shorter visitation perlods is one
change quist has noticed over

Monday was a special day for
Walt Sundquist, onc of downtown

Farmington’s biggest fans.
1t marked bis 25th year of owning
ane of the city’s k busineas-

the past 35 years in the funeral busl-
ness. “Whero it used to last 4-6 days,
It now usually lasts two days," he
sal

d.
A lopgime clvie leader with a
for

cs, the Heesey-Sundqulst Funeral
Home, which dates back to 1050,
Sundquist, 63, is the scventh
owner. The flrst, Serguls P. Lyon,
was a town leader in the mid-19th

centuty.

Sundqulist started as a morticlan
36 years ago in Detroit. He later
worked for Northrop & Son Funeral
Home in Redford Township.

He bought Spencer J. Heeney Fu-
neral Home on Farmicgton Road in
Farmington oz May 3, 1084, from
Florence Heeney.
Spencer, acquired it from his
brother, William Heeney, in 1922,

“I made Mrs. Heency ono of 32 of-
fers and I had oo money,” Sundqulst
sald Monday. “But she sold It to me
for less than she could've gotten be-
causo I guess she liked me, Wohada

)

Her busband, -

un
quist today senses In Farmington “a
mope caring attitude among buslness
people and among people in the com-
munity.

‘People now feel more
responsible for their
community. They're
more thoughtful about
how it looks.”

-~ Walt Sundquist

good worklng »

Sundquist has watched the number
of full-time employces on his payro
jump from one to scven. But hie's not
about to retire. “What would I do? 1
think I'd be lost. I enjoy the business
and I ltke working with people.”

COUNSELING FAMILIES [n
mourning s one of his 1
rewards, “The confidence people
ehow by comlng to me as a funeral
dlrector or as a {riend s particularly
satlslying,” he sald. “A funeral is the
1ast thing they’ll do for a loved one
and they want everything just right.”

TASTE’S
GREAT!
Every Monday
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“People now fcel more responsi-
ble for thelr community,” he said.
“They'ro more thoughtful about how
it looks.”

An avid supporter of the Dowo-
town Development Anthority
streetscape Improvements, he says
the central business district is “well
on Jts way" back to prosperity.

But he's still irked by some absen-

“There are still somo who'll never
think of eutting the grasa or keeping
thelr bulldings looking nice,” he sald.

Sundquist grew up on A farm In
the Upper Peninsula and lived there
untll he entercd the Navy In 1942,
His green thumb was purtured b;
1ife oo the famlly farm in Crysu"
Falls. “I was always concerned
about cutting the grass and making
everything look nice,” he said. :

tee landlords along Grand River.

Spencer J. Heeney owned and operated the funeral home from
1922 unill he died in 1663, .

(" 8t. James American Cathollc Church A

Today's church for today's Cathollca.
Changes with you In mind, regarding
divorced people, aingle or remarriod. Come
and Join us for Masa on Sundays at 10 AM. 1
Wa are meeting at Sltver Springa School on

Sliver 8prings Driva between 7 and 8 Mile
de. in Northville, 348-2285

ENERAL D

CLAUDIA MENTON, D.D.S. |
practicing

G ENTISTRY
Get Your Spring Cleaning Done Early
‘Loemelic Bonding « Relazing Gas Available

COMPLIMENTARY ORAL CANCER EXAM
HERITAGE COMMONS OFFICE CENTER
14700 FARMINGTON ROAD

SUITE 105
LIVONIA « 422-3666
Evening and Saturdsy Appoiatments

DLIONEL

CTORY AUTHORIZED

SALES & SERVICE

We Stock The Full Line of Lianzl Tralns & Accessorfes
027, 0 gauge, S (American Flyer), Standand Gauge Classics
Lionel Large Scale

WE BUY, SELL & SERVICE USED
LIONEL

HO, N, & Large Gauge Troins & Accessories
Bachmann Atlas, Roundhousc, Mantua, Minitrix, LGB
Kalamazoo, R.E.A., Delton, Pola, Model Power
' ALSO: Wood Ship Models, Plastic Models, Planes, Boats, &
Cars
— Hobby Related Gifts —

PLYMOUTH YARD

HOBBIES & GIFT,
904 Starkweather  Plymouth, M1 48170
455-4455

Located Trackside in (he Hisioric Plymouth Frelght Houe
Sunday (Oct-Man) 11-3 p.m. Call for Holiday Hours

Daily 147

1 o e aletbeiadig,
30% to 50% OFF
ALL DIAMOND JEWELRY

For a short time only, we will be having a manufacturers
trunk Joad sale. Come see our large selectlon of diamond

rings, earrings, 'pendants, tennis bracelets, all at 30% to
§0% offl DON'T MISS OUT... :

FRIDAY SATURDAY

MAY 5 MAY 6 AT

GOLD ITALI
(FMBMB!D(RDAH.FAM&MYMCQO!N)

Located In Livonla Mal neatr Morvyn's
7 Mllo & Middlebalt

473-5920 &%

Downtown

¥ Mothers Day Gifts

as wonderful as she is...
Pick Up a Spring Flower Basket or Have
Us Arrange One In Her Favorite Colors
« Huge selections of 1928 ewelq
« Perfume bottles from tr

« Sterling Silver treasures
» Mirrored vanity trays in goid filigree

ihditons,

% emmy
342E. MAIN « NORTHVILLE
One block East of

349-0199

lves

LOWEST PRICE OF THE SEASON!
e W

MERRITTECAPE, INC.
5840 Cocley Lake Rd. + Union Lake

Speedy
Dellvery and
Installation
Avallable

THE

JACKSON CHORALE
IN

CONCERT

Saturday, May 6, 1989 Birester O
8:00 p.m. JANE SYNNESTVEDT
St, Owen Catholic Church =
6869 Franklin g
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mot/mr ,5 :bay menu

Sum[ay, mag 14th
(J/[%imun jm:duj- Ma 30[2714/:’119 Cmmu)

Seled
gnaJﬁa:‘ll
p‘ulas
/?mulu{ 31‘""
ﬂﬂ"l’ g,ﬂ"J ﬂ“m
Smuzya & z“ula{p-ﬂun
’Vly'la‘/’s
Sm//bp«!pafalou
Sored Tamily Sil
Adults $10.95
Chidran (10 Yoaes & Undur) $4.95
.S’um{a, Hours: 12:00 Monn {0 8:00 p wm
Rasarvations buing accopled al
12:00, 2:00, 4.00 & 600 p.m.
We are bocated £. n/.]-275 on Ann Arbor Boad in p[ymou%.
Piservations acap!«{/or parkies 0/5 or more ‘y m/{:‘ng 454-1444.
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