House committee nixes
incentives plan for school

By Tim Richard
*staft writer

The House Education Committee
shot down a key bill in Gov. James
lanchard’s school quality program
a system of Incentlve grants to
-lmprovedsch ools.

i 7 Opposlition cut across party llnes
\ahid across city-suburban Ilnes, noted
‘chalrman Willlam Kelth, D-Garden

ty.

Just don't like it,” sald Rep. Nel-
:s0n Saunders, D-Detrolt, who abs-
tained. “Thls says 75 percent (of
‘bulldings) would melve 0o mone-

reward even if they're success-
ful under this bilL"

! THE YOTE Tuesday on House Bjll
‘4444 was 8 in favor, 9 agalnst, with 2
‘not voting. Ten votes are needed to

.report it to the House floor.

Yes votes came from Keith and a
scattering of Detrolt and outstate
members.

Voting no were Reps. James Kos-
teva, D-Canton, Lyn Bankes, R-Livo-
nia, and a vocal Willlam Bryant, R-
Grosse Palnte.

‘The blll stil] unfunded, would give
'$15 milllon to the state Depariment
of Educatlon to reward up to 25 per-
‘cent of the buildings In any one dis.
Jtrict for a three-year program of im-
‘provements,

+ Sponsor is freshman Rep. Ted
’walku:e D-Detroit.

I Tuesday’s vole came on a substl-
‘mte version that reduced the state’s
-mlﬁmaklng power. But 1t still falled
.m satisfy some commlttee members.

' M REPU‘BL[CA.N S, jolned by Kos-
.u:vn. removed a muon roqulring an

n fo
:nnd signed by lhe local xupedniend-
ent and the president of the teachers’
union. Only the local school board
;would have Lo upprove it.
. “I don't see the superintendent or
ithe president of the \u:lan havlng
‘velo power,” objected Re
1Grimes Munsell, R- Howell. “ doa'!
“feel the staff should have the right to
override It, Isn't that why we electa

school board — Lorepmenl the tax-
payers and pareata?”

“It should be a collaboralive ef-
fort,” sald Rep. Alma Stallworth, D-
Detrolt, favoring the union pn:sld:nt
veto

Added Rep. Bart Stupak, D-
Meneminee: “We've got to have ev-
eryone on board. You're Imposlog
work conditlons en the bargainlng
unit (with a school Improvement
plan).

MMITTEE MEMBERS were
duubllu) about cpenun detalls.

'What does ‘at risk’ mean?” lukcd
Rep. Terry London, R-

"1 really can't speak to tlut,"
swered & stall member from the De-
partment of Education, adding that
there are natlonwide attempts to
identify pupils who are at risk of
dropplng or or falling the moment
they enter school.

“We are actually diluting the
dropout program,” sald Rep. Claude
Trim, R-Waterford. “I'll vote no.”

Kelth sald the Appropriations
Committee has talked of funding the
$15 milllon program by felding In
the current $10 million dropout pro-
gram and finding §5 milllon In other
new money.

“I lke the concept of rewardiog
excellence,” sald Rep. Nate Jonker,
D-Clio, “but let's put the money
where we need it .. . We already
have proven categorials,” be sald,
referring to programs for pregnant
teens, drugs and transportation.

THERE WAS an undercurrent of
Republican resentment at Blane-
hard's effort to put his name on o
program administered by a depart.
mesnt under the control of a sepa-
lt'jnu:ly elected State Board of Educa-

on.

In his state of the state address,
Blanchard said:

“We must begin to reward suce
cess, not just prop up fallure, If we
want high quality, we should reward

it ..
“I have proposed the Governor's
Achicvement Incentive to reward in-
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dlvidual schools that ralse the per-
formance level of their students or
decrease thelr dropout rates through
u;; use of school Lmprovement plan-
ninj

8.
“Reclpients of GAIN funds will be
recognized as shining examples for
other achools to follow. A merit
awards program almost identical to
GAIN was just proposed by Preaj-
dent Bush to wwmge educaUnnal
excellence across Lhe natlon.”

What schools
may GAIN

“GAIN" stands for Govermor'a
Achievement Incentives — an estl-
mated $15 mllllon the first year in
rewards (o school buildings, not dis-
tricts, for improvements.

A local schoel board would pres-
ent the Department of Education a
plan for improvement. The state
would scaore:

® 40 percent for Improvement in
academic performance.

@ 20 perceat for improvement In
altendance rates,

# 20 percent for reducing pum-
bers of dropouts,

@ 20 percent for other indleators
~— college entrance, participation in
school clubs, an increase in gradu-
ates placed in jobs, and 50 on.

t is expected, but not declded,
umt a $10 miillon school dropout
pmgr'am would be folded Into

)

Not more than 25 percent of the
bulldings in a district could receive a
grant in one year, The average grant
Is expected to be $15,000,

The grants must be spent on “dls-
cretionary school improvement” np-
proved by the school board, *
shall not supplant regular school
funding.

Sources: House Bill 4444 and
discussion by members of the
House Education Committee.

Because Every Girl Loves A Pearl!
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Simply Wonderful Clothes!

Grosse Pointe « Rochester - Southfield » Livonla Mall » Plyimiouth - Wyandotte - Downtown Detroit
Sears Lincoln Park Shopping Center « Trappers Alley - Royal Oak « Fisher Bldg. » Clawson
ALso
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Ms, Wiliow Tree « Willow Tree Plus - Willow Tree Shoes
Most Stores Open Mon - Sat tii 5PM, Sun 12-5
All Wyandotte Stores Open Sunday May 1th Specifically For This Event.
Al Major Credit Cards Accepted.

SAVE 30% to 50%
oot las

OPEN HOUSE SALE

OUR 72nd OPEN HOUSE SALE IS IN PROGRESS NOW
WITH UNPRECEDENTED SAVINGS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT.

SAVE
SAVE
SAVE

ENTER
TO WIN B fe o nor nced e tsens v in 0

AT THE

30% or more on furniture from Pennsylvania House, Con-
over, Statton, Pearson, Jamestown, Sherrill, Stearns & Fos-
ter and many more, including all special orders.

30% on all lamps, clocks and accessories in stock.

Up to 50% and morte on selected one of a kind floor samples.

pain reliever.

. [f you're tired of the headaches
caused by health plans that don't cov-
er all of your needs, here’s the cure,
Health Alliance Plan—Michigan's #1
managed health care plan.

As one of the most comprehensively
packaged health plans avallable any-
where, HAP can offer you extenslve
coverage for everything from routine
office visits to hospltallzation. And that
coverage comes from a network of
over 2,100 area doctors, 41 medlcal
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centers and 18 major hospitals.

Plus, HAP takes care of all the
other usual health care palns, too. So
there are no doctor bllls, clalm forms
or deductibles for you to worry about.

To find out more about HAF, just
call us at 872-8100 today. You'll see
that no other
health plan goes
to such great
pains to keep

you healthy. Yourhealth deserves the best.

Ghbsecber & Eccentric

CLASOIFIED

644-1070 Oakland County
591-0900 Wayne County

ADVERTISING

852-3222 Rochester/ Avon

OPEN HOUSE SPECIAL

Solld Cherry Bedroom
By Jamestown g

« 7 Drawer Dresser .

= Pediment Mirror ‘
«Chest on Chest
« Full/Queen Bed

$1599

Reg. Price $2555

Nightstand $219 with
putchase of bedroom.

Similar Group in Solid Qak Also $1599
SALE ENDS SATURDAY, MAY 13

Prior Sales Excludéd

21600 N. Woodwnd Ave gwg&k 332-8348 :
Fine qum Snm 1917 . of Bloomfleld Hills oﬁ‘!‘:::a;:d? 5‘:;':1‘ ﬁl::n.
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