-

" polnts of view

Thul , My 11, 1080 O&LE

(AI5A

Pet ownership can offer us much love

THEY REMIND us thls week that
“happlness 13 a bealthy pet.”

To that, I would agree.

Twelve-year-old Charlle the Cat
mnlndl me of that evny day, He
sort of meanders around the house,
eatll a flicker of light or a moving
siring catches his eye. Then he's as
frisky as a kitten. For an older cat
who was the runt of the litter, he's a
pretty bealthy guy.

1t hasa't been without cost. -

Pet bealth {s something everyone
should be aware of ?elm taking on

of pet o

things that can develop many of the
aarae bealth problems as humans.
And (hose who take home a puppy,
kltten or other animal to love, better
be ready to foot the blli for preven-
uve medicine, special foods if need-
ed ang timo out to bavdle behavioral
problems should they develop. Car-
ing for a pet can be expensive, al-
‘though I have found ve!
be most reasanable in the fees they
charge.

A FEW years ago, an aide in my
asshe

the

There's a lot more to sharing life
with a pet than )uvlug 2 ball of fur
and ﬂuf! to cuddle. They’re living

vet's office banded
me a $150 bill.

“Oh dear, that's a lot,” she sald,
after adding up the costs of a four-

day stay, tests, continuous intrave-
nous flulds and a myriad of medica-
tion, some of which I was taking
bome with me. She looked at me
with concern, I gladly paid it. To me,
kaving my companion of many years
{n a healthy state was well woﬂh the
investment.

te his coastant beul.n; at

u:?up dinner table and tho drool marks
on the sofa back, the lttle pest Is
still lovable. Payback to the Invest-
ment comes when be curls vp on
yourhponn:oldd.ly,utupsyon
company when you're sick.

47 o s et 10-2 geacs ik
may 5, 10-20 years
a pet when they bring one bome. And
they don't think nbwt the health
problems thess pets might encounter
as they grow older, which might re-
quire speclal, dally medications or
even surgery. The experts tell us
that pets, just llke bumans, are Liv-
ing longer and longer todsy because
of improvements [n veterinary med-

{cine,
SOME PEOPLE won't spend the

ments will be made to lumyla l»—
cause of him.

Special arrangements will bo
mads for family vacations, the
store’

cases, humans are happy and

raore lumued for h.lvlnz a pet or
two, - i
Just remember daring this N;
tional Pet Week: to make cvexybody
happy, keep them healthy. j

Caascy Hansisa thf]u:ruer_fpf
the Farmington Observer,

Stifling free expression

,- TERRY RAKOLTA IS gding na-

tional.

And from the Hills of Bloomfield
to the halls of Plymouth-Canton
schools to the akyscrapers of Madl-
son Avenne, rumblings and chain-
rattlings are getting louder.

While Rokolt, the Bloomfield
Hills housewife who got plqued when
she inadvertently saw an prode of
“Married . . . With Chlldren,” ex-
pands her ‘campalgn to have pro-
grams that she finds offensive re-
placed with “family fare,” Diane
Daskslokis, the Plymouth jewelry
store owner, keeps on hunting
.witches and devils In the Plymouth-
Canton school system.

. Rakolta and Daskslakly are not
the only ones belng abetted by the
ghosts of Thomas Bowdler, Anthony
Comstock and Will Hays. A wave of
.New Moralism is sweeping the coun-

try. .

Like all reform movements, this

“ope is sure to get louder l.nd more
1. d arbif
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"\-'\adh S Gladden

Lhe American Nurses Amx:lav.lvu -
after the production company
agreed to rovise the scripts if the se-
ries is renewed.

The advertisers didn’t care a whit
about the content of the programs In
question; they were terrified of a
boyeott of thelr products by viewers
who d casily have become noo-
viewers slmply by changing the
channel,

Televislon, of course, is ot the
only target of the new reformers, X-

ter two indlviduals and one organiza-
tion complained to the city manager,
ce “advised” all vi-

ters
ecency tell the rest of
uxwhnlugood(nr\umdwhnth

l’OLLDWlNG RAKOLTA’S letter-
wrlunl ampllgn against “Married
Children," several ad-
pulled thelr commerclals
. lmm the show. And more ad-
vertisers declded to ball out of their
sponsorship of “Saturday Night
Live,” after a fundamentallst group
of erusaders operaling out of Tupelo,

deo store owners to get rid of the
adult-only tapes, And not one vl lhe
store managers challenged the “ad-

occurred after a law was pzmedgjv‘

Ing prosecutors the power to halt the
dlsl.rtbuuon by wholesalers of video-
-tapes they {the prosecutors) belleve
1o be obscene.

be ol

AND IN CHICAGO the buud of
trustees of the prestigious Art
tute ordered a “re-mmlmuon" n!
the institute’s exhibltion pollcy, after
two exhiblis at the institute's art
school set off public protests.

Oze of the disputed works was »

portrait of the late Chicago Mayor
Harold W wearing wom-
en's underwear; the other pictured

plays, based on the right of the art-
ists to freedom of expression. But
the trustees ordered that a commit-

taips the delicate
{reedom of expression and commu-
nity issues.”

In other words, freedom of expres-
slon Is vald only as long as the re-
formers aren't offended by it

A GROUP OF cighth graders In
Muskegon learncd that esson ‘re-
cently when they spent thelr Junch
hours over a five-month writ-
ing a play that they later performed
for thelr middle school classmates.

The play showed bow a group of
apathetlc and ol students
gradually
mbout the depletion of be ozone lay-
er to become activists, plaaning 2
march on Washington, But some
fifth and sixth grade teachers were
offended by a few of the early
scenes, y ooe n which a sta-
dent comments, ok

Did TV play role in

“IT WAS as I they were watching
something on television.”

That was the observation of Ob-

of the
by friends of Anthony Bonel-
1, 17, who {a charged with murder in
{be drowning of his former girl-
{riend, Kristina Fracchla,

Fracchh lnudcntntl&acym;h
School in Farmington
found Murch 17 floating face down
in shallow water on the north shore
of Orchard Lake.

The truth is that
violence is part of the
household scene — via
television. The hours

fensive weneg'l'bey may not have
learned much about freedom of ex-
pression from the

experience.
they learned a valuable lexson about
whllnupmlnawdatylnwm
dlerism and Comstockery are oil
thertuagaln
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Half Off Any
Fabric When
Placed On A

New Frame!
CHOOSE YOUR FABRIC
from among moro than
1,000 designer patterns and
textures, Leathers, too!
SELECT YOUR FRAME
from over 150 styles of
sofas, sectionnls, sleepers
and chalrs.

DELIVERED IN 45 DAYS!
We'll build and detiver your
furniture within 45 days
with a Jifetime warranty on
spring units and solid oak
frames.

Custom Furniture
(4’74

— Expressions Credit Card
now available.
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Bonelll's friends testified that he  SPENt walching the
had told them be was about tomur-  wasteland o! television
der his former girlfriend, because — from
she was, &3 one fod
him. He sald: ‘T'm hu:ed a:llﬁ. Tean't mp opera hlatrlonlm
bandle it. I'm golng to kill ket " #o the violence of
w::;': m:" i“’;:‘;d a  Prime time to the late

other oD jer, .
{hat Booelll told bim of bis plans the 771911 movies has
day before Fracchls in Ore- become part of our
“Ho sald he was golng to
kil her,” Nader sald. reality.

TE{EHORMR of such a crime i “wilding” eplsode by teenugers In
further ed by the fact that New York City, and its basis In the
those he told app did have/have not soc of
to stop it. In ono testifled that  our time, there is no such debate
te suppplied hlm with bere.
and gloves and belped him with

t als cted to be In our geoerally afffuent northern
charged as an accessory. mwmnudh:chommdwbe

under psychiatric care
normally to a normal toenage situz-

death?

tion — and his friends did nothing t

stop It '

‘The truth is that viclence is part of
the household scene — via televisio.
The hours spent watching the n:lo—
land of televislon

night movies has become part of wt
reallty,

IT'S DIFFERENT from wnm;
aﬂlmln-uxezlaarnphym
stage — [n a foreign place whkere
go to be entertained. Wk

v
No, TV i3 Just there. And 2 switclf-
ing of channels at any time of the
day or night can mean viclenee)
there in your family room or bed‘-
Toom.
Maybe that's too simple. But my.
be it's jost that simpls, Groups thed
lobby for tmproviog g children’s telo:
vision have loaayolnwdwameh
tion between the violence on
in our times.

Censorship kan't the answer. Whni
is

“They sgocmed lko u:zy wwg
watching something on
mrepommd.nutmuuml.u
girl is dead, Her former boyfriend H
on trial for murder., A friend may be
held a3 an accomplice. |
They'll probably make a film
about it b

‘But right now, this can't
o o

Wlh aFirst Fedeml of Michigan

checking account, there$ no mcnlhlg
service charge if you maintaina $301

minimum balance,

And no matter what your balance,
you earn 4%9 annual interest? paid

and compounded monthly.

There's no charge per ¢ reck. And
your first 50 checks are free.

Open an account now and we'll éven
pay you for your old checks, five cents
perunused check, upto 200

call tolt free,

1-800-342-5336.
It pays to think First.

“Interest rates subjoct to change without noilee.

Federal gr%.shg@ Card to access y
account through the Magic Line® (E{)
and Plus System®24-hour ATM net- - -
works. And enjoy expanded Saturday '
drive-up service at mariy offices.

For more information,
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