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Schools help non-speakers learn to m&eracﬁ;

. Harrison freshman uses
electronic communicator

By Casey Hans
staft writor

ICOLE CHEKAWAY loves

attending Harrison High
: School, has a home com-

puter from which she
plans to use (o “hook up to the
stocks" and keeps as busy as any
other freshman In classes like Eng-
lish, math, history and science.
Her method of speaking is just a
blt different.
The 18-ycar-0ld student uses a
electronic  communieation  devlce
with a voice syntheslzer to help her
talk with others.

Due to her ccn:brnl palsy, Nicole
has limited vocal
skills. She is cur-
rently codlng her
clectronic ¢com-
munieator, which
wlil allow her to g
use routine phras-
es. She also can @
spell out sentences \
;: words if nced .

3 Nicole

Conversation ls Chekaway
nlhlt slewer, but can be just as effec-
tve.
With the help of shop students at
Harrlson, Nicole will soon have a
tray on which te place her communi-
cator, so she can take It everywhere
on her motorized chair. When the
tray Is complete, she plans to prac-
tice using the device outslde of
schoal, she aald.

“Like our mouth s with us at all

times, her mouth should be with her
at all times,” said speech pathologist
Lz Stamos-Bushcy, who began
workiog with Nicole when she was §
and a student at Engle Elementary.
“We alm to lry and do u:nt as much
as possible,”

*“I've seen Nicole come a long way
~ she has a lot of potential,” she
sald.

MAY IS Better Speech and Hear-
ing Month natiopwide, and Stamos-
Bushey siresses (hat the publle
should be aware of these methods of
communlcation, which give many
students a way to Interact.

The spcaking person needs to
know 30 he or she can be “confldent
and famillar with the way they (the
non-speakers) communicate, be-
cause thelr way may not be the same
zumu:e speaking populatlon,* she
safd.

At Eagle Elementary, one of the
schools where Stamos-Bushey works,
she talked about how one first grade
class became accustomed to an ele-
mentary student’s electronle com-
munlcator.

"“We taught it in the form of a
game,” she said, “Thele curfoslty
was plqued. I think it really helped
them to fnclude her.”

Every few years at Eagle, the
school sponsars a “Changlng Places”
day where students are Introduced to
the needs of people with varfous
handlcaps. They learn what It's Like
not to have use of various parts of
your body, Including limbs, cyes,
ears and specch.

IT'S IMPORTANT for familles to -

understand too, Stamos-Bushey sald,

“It's a must that the parcats be-
come involved, They're fovolved ina
child's complete development. It re-
ally takes a team approach.”

In Nicole's case, her parents are
Involved with her speech therapy,
and play an integral part in the prog-
ress she has made over the years,
her theraplst said.

NICOLE SAID she started learn-

Nicole Chekaway works in her history class at Harrison High

ing to converse as a youngster using
charts with symbols. Her charts
eventually became more complex
untl! she worked into using an elec-
tronic communlcator,

Her newest device, which she got
last winter, has unlimited memoty
and a female synthesized volce —
many of the older devices only of-
fered a male volee,

Her new device will have a vocab-
ulary in 18 dlfferent everyday
themes, including phrases about
school, calendar and time referenc-
©s, and her feclings. Part of Stamos-
Bushey’s fob is to help her develop
this vocatulary so It i3 workable at
all times.

HARRISON HISTORY teacher
Phll Stopke gaid, although other stu-
dents with disabilitles have been in
past classes, Nicole is the first sto-
dent he has had who uses an eleer
trenle communicator.

He sald Nicole 1 making progress
slowly because she has been out of
schoal for recent knee surgery, but
he is encouraged by the possibillties.

“This Is an ongoing process. You
start as early as possible when you
think it's peeded,” Stamos-Bushey
sald. “You get to be very close wlu:
these kids. You develop good friend-
xh!;u wim thqn ud Lhelr !nmmu”

‘It's a must that the parents become
Involved. They're involved in a child’s
complete development. It really takes
a team approach.’

Liz Stamos-Buéhey K
speech pathologist -+

&Wy@mkweu

Inkwell provides news about
Farmington-ares primary and
secondary students and educa-
tion issues, The column appears
monthly as part of the Observer's
“School Page." Send news ftems
10: The School Page, Far

® CALDECOTT QUILT

then compete with other teams by
based

Staff at
have used the Caldecott Awud
books for an on-going study for scc-
ond graders, which will eventually
culminate in 'mnklng a qullt for the

Observer, 33203 Grand River,
Farmington 48024, Include a tele-
phone number where a contact
person can be reached during the
day. Items will not be taken over
the phane.

© POETRY WINNER

Emily Otsuji of Farmington won
second place In the Poetry Soclety of
Michigan's Young Pocple's Poetry
Competition.

Her poem, ELVIS, will be eatered
In the Manningham Competition
sponsored by the Natiopal Federa-
tlon of State Poetry Socleties,

Otsuji [s an elghth grader at Pow-
er Middle Schoo! in Farmington
Hills. Her prize was ‘awarded In
competition belween students in
grades 7-9.

® WINNERS NAMED

Severa! Detrolt Country Day stu-
dents from Farmington Hills have
been hightighted in recent releases
from the school, in Beverly Hills:

® Rajveer Purohit, a senior, won
a scholarship to Kalamaroo College
as the third prire in a math/sclence
competition. He will receive a grant
of $1,000 peryur for four years.

® Purohit Michael Warren

jolncd uverll ouler students as fi.
nalists In the Natlonal Merit Schol-
arship Program. They are among
14, ooonmuu mtlonwlde

& Heather won_flrst

s
Students are now drawing thelr
own lllustrations, which will be
transferred to fabric and made into
a quilt to be bung in the schoo!,
Once finished, students will write
thelr own stories; these will eventu-

ter.
Teachers Involved in the project
include Sue Foster, Bev Basso and
Jeanne Marshall, and medla speclal-
Ist Virginia Cheek.’

® SPECIAL DAY

Students at Kenbrook Elementary
welcomed grandparents and other
special friends during the Farming-
ton Hills school’s annual Grand-
parent’s Day May 5.

Guests were greeted by staff with
a paper flower made Ly students,
then were escorted to the media cen-
ter for a program by first graders.
Following the program, guests visit-
ed classrooms.

® BALLOON LAUNCH

Students at Farmington Commu-
nity School celebrated the Month of
the Young Cblld with a balloon
Iaunch during the week of April 24.

Each' helium-fllled balloon had a
card with school name and address,
asking the finder to write to the
Farmington Hills school. A bulletin
board will display letters and cards
received due to the project.

The lcbool tallways were also

place In the America & Me Essay
Contest sponsored by the Farm Bu-
reau Insurance Group. Her essay has
advanced to state competition, to be
announced this month,

® YOUNG WRITERS

Two Farmington Hills middle
school students are on the list of 18
state winners In the Natfonal Council
of Teachers Promising Young Writ-
ers contest. -

Karen Clchosz of Dunckel Middle
School and Jesslea Curtln of Power
Middle School were winners. Each
submitted a hest writlng samplo and
wrote on impromptu picce. This
year’s tople was a comparison of &
book and movie version.

In Farmington Public Schiools, the
contest was coordinated by the DEL~
TA Department and gifted coordina-

tors Bob Prior and Barbara Reb-
beck, Rebbeck is also the

d with children's footpriats
and silhouctles to show everyone
how v lal each and every

. chlld is,” sald program coordinator

Phyllis Howard.

@ BOOK BATTLE

East Middlo School slxth graders
won flrst place In the Battle of the
Books, a competition sponsored by
the Friends of the Farmington Com-
munity Library.

Champlon readers included Jumy
Domlno, Michelle Guichard,
Lacina, Laura Larsheldt and Julluw
Turse,

Teams from Our Lady of Sorrows,
Power and Warner also pnru:lpated
Winners each received & bock certl-
flcate from the Little Professor
bookstora.

The Battle of the Books program
is designed to promote reading for
fun and give mommuon to thoso

cpordinator for the program.

who p p m
read from & lst of eight books and

. .

g on the
books, ’
® WRITING WINNERS
Three students at Power Middle
School In l’-‘nrmingwn Hills placed in
e Farmingion erican Legion
Auxiliary Unit 346 writlna contest.
Eight grader Mike Raffle won $50
savings bond for his essay entitled
“I'm Proud to be an American.”
Second-place winner Sean Murray
and third-place winner Erin Schef-
fler won $10 and $5 respectively, All

are students In Martie Ports’ ad-
class.

vanced placement Engllsh
® HISTORICAL NEWS
A slx-member team from Power
Middle School In Farmington Hills
won first place for their production
of a Historical Newscast, circa 1887,
In the 1989 Social Studies Olymplad.
Team members Cathy

Yageman produced the program,
which takes a bumorous look at the
lumber Industry in Michigan In 1887
and Included an Interview with Panl
Bunyan.

‘The top three teams were invited
to attend the Olympiad to recelve
their awards.

‘The video also won a first division
award from the Detrolt Area Film
Teachers, the Michigan Student Film
and Video Festival, which will be
glven May 13.
® TEAM PLACES

Four students at Power Middle
School in Farmington Hills placed
¢lxth in a Social Studles Bowl. Eric

Eslinger, Mike Y e Ko-
vach and Andy Wayne were on the
winalng team.

Another Power team comprised of
Tripp Adams, Mike Langdon, Sam
Latra and Steve Scanio in the ele-
meatary dlvision also participated in
the bowl. .

® LANGUAGE STANDOUT

Lee Albrecht, a student at Mercy
High School, was named o United
States Nationa}! Award wianer in
Forclgn Language. She was nomi-
nated by her Latin teacher at the
Farmington Hills school,

@ VISIT COLLEGE

Four area high school zeniors, all
Farmington-arca residents, visited
Alblon College's annual Scholarship

+ Day. Tho event was opea to all appll-

cants ellgible to recelve academlc
scholarships to the private collego.
Attendlng were North Farmington
senlors David Appel and Senla Singh;
Mercy High School senfor Jeanifer
Curlln; and Southftcld Christian High
Bchoal senlor Charlaa R

BOTTEGA VENETA

Exclusively at Jacobson's...
in Birmingham and Livonia...
world renowned Iatian
accessories. Shown, from the
collection, cut-out handle
tote in natural Unen with
leather trim. Tote, $3%0.

Jacobson's

?




