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Franklin actor is

prince o

“Into the Woods" opens Tucs-
day and continues through Sun-
day, May 21, at the Fox Theatre
in Detroit. Ticket prices range
from 315 to $29.50, depending
upon perfermance. Tickets are
available at the Fox Theatre box
office, Joe Louis Arena box office
and all Ticketmaster outlets. To
charge tickets by phone call 645-
6655

By Victor E. Swanson
spoclal writer

OT TOO LONG ago, it was a

dream that the Fox The-

;atre In Detrolt would be

"revived and made iato a

great showplace again. Someone

wished extra hard, a3 a character

might in a falry tale, and the dream
became a reality.

Now dreams — actually, falry "

tales -~ Invade the reallty of the Fox
agaln, in the form of the Stephen
Sondheim musical “Into the Woods.”

“Be careful what you wish, you
may get {t!” sald actor Douglaz Sills
about the maln theme of the play in
a telephone interview from Miami
last week, where the play was belng
performed before golng to Atlanta
and Detroit. Sills, a native of Farm-
ington, plays Ilap\lnzcls prince in
“Into the Woods."”

He sald, “ ‘Into the the Woods'
deals with the falry tales we all
grew up with, predominately relying
on the Grimm's falry tales . . , Lit-
tle Red Rlding Hood, Rapunzel and
her prince, Cinderella. And then one
other falry tale that the writers cre-
ated to tie them all together — the
Baker and the Baker’s wife. These
several falry tales are Intertwined
together, and presented In their orig-
Inal fashion in the firat act.

“AND THEN !n the second act, a
blg change, and the story becomes
about what happens once these char-
acters get thelr wishes.”

For Instance, the second act looks
at what happens when the Baker and
his wife get the child that they’ve al-
ways wished for.

"It's exclting and very fast-paced

the beglaning, the first half par-
uculnr]y," Slils exclaimed.

Then he became more serious
about the work. "*The second half be-
comes . . . more ntrospective and
somewhat dnrkcr, 25 Stephen Son-
dhelm tends to

Desplie the “somewhat darker
feel of the second act, Sills added,
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The musical "In(u the Woods,” openlnn Tuudny at Detroil's
Fox Theatre, features Sills in the rofa of Rapunzel's Prince.

“But {It's) a lot of fun and can be en-
joyed on many different levels. And
many young children come to lhe
show — 8,9 and 10 years old And a
lot of adultal”

“Into the Woods” stars Cleo Laioe,
who plays the witch, and a good cast
of performers, such as Mary Gordon
Murray, who for much of the 19803
played Becky Buchanan on “One
Lch to Live.”

1 think Cleo Laine Is a great
witch!" sald Sills, with convictlon.

And talking about Detrolt-area au-
dlentes, be remarked, “I think
they'll be fascinated by the richness
« . .she brings to this character.”

LAINE PORTRAYS the character
(hat Bernadette Peters originated on
Broadway several years ago. Perfor-
mances Lalne does at the Foxwlubc
(be last for her with this company,
which is the first national touring
company ' to perform “Into the
Woods.” Cast member Ray Gill also
will leave the production wbm it de-

parts from Detrolt for New Haven,
Conn. .

Staying with the show s Chuck
Wagner, who created the Siils role
on' Broadway and now plays Cin-
derella’s prince, the older brother of
Rapunzel’s pi 3

Sills' and Wagner's characters
bave a strong slbling rivalry going.
Sllls sces his character as “trying to

1a's prince in the touring company
for a short while.
Sllis is based in Los

where he auditionsd lat Jast year
for his role of the prince. He moved
to L.A. after dolng a few years of
graduate study at the American Coo-
servatory Theatre in San Francisco.

GROWI.NG UP in the Blrmin,

a basie about
belng second, always second, and
watching his brother, scelng what he
does and trylng to better him at that

g
ares In the 1970z,
Sll.b attended Franklio Village ele-
mentary school, performed for the
Franklln Village Plnye.r‘s ard attend-

... Al goal
finding a maiden he cax call his own "

and stay with the vest of his life.”

His character is “enjoying the ago-
ny of pursuing something that’s al-
ways just out of reach.”

Sills won't be able to play the
prince In the soon-to-be-taped pro-
ductlon of “Into the Woods" for PBS.
The origlnal Broadway cast wiil
gather together in New York for the
taping. While that's happening, Sills
will take over the role of Cinderel-

MENU BRUNCH
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run by a local attoroey, Bernle
Friedman.

“My brother and sister went to
camp there, And there was a lot of
performing going on there . . .and 1
got a kick out of It, and I got a lot of
pralse for it. I think that's what
pushed me along the way,” Slils safd,

Belore getting a bachelor of arts
degres at the Unlversity of Michi-

Douglal Sills now makes his home In Los An-
geles, but the actor was ralsed in Franklin and  Bloomfield Hills.

went to school there

s

and at Cranbrook ln

‘I's exciting and very fast-paced ‘-.-
iie beginning, the firsthal!

particulsriy.”

— Douglas Sills

gan, he took a term off and cpont
about flve montks looking for acting
work in New York.

“I went to every audlticn I could
get in, not belng a union member.
And I jearncd what I needed to learn
and bow I fit In and what I wanted to
do,” he said,

In December 1982, Sifls rocelved

lpp!ll'!d in gv!enlomlly or a3 a
student at U-M or ACT were “San-
day in the Park with George,” “Trhat
(e Butler Saw,” ‘Dames at Sca”
and “Isn’t {t Romantfe.”

LAST MAY b2 was cezn 33 Bavid
Porter in the George Carlin-Molly
Hagan pilot TV-moevic “Justts Casa™
for the *“The Di=nzy Sunday Maovie™

coming month in an eplsnds of “The
Heghes

565500, When il the pilot TV siows
are cast and nced. For a while
fonger, he Is kappy o be in “Into the
Wood,” which he described a5 “the
cutting edge of what musical theater
is evolving loward”




