Cocktail without fizz

Performances of the Trinity =
House Theatre production of
“The Cocktal Party” continue
through Saturday, May 20, in
Livonia. For ticket information
cail 464-6302,

By Victorla Dlax
spoclal writor

For its flnal production of Lhe
1988-89 scasom, Livonia’s Trinity
House Theatre has chosen to do T.S.
Ellot's “The Cocktall Party.” Though
able cast members struggle gamely
with Ellot’s long and talky play, ulti-
:na(cly 1t never ceems to come lo

Lfe.

1It's hard to describe “The Cocktail
Party." Written in 1949, and set in
post-war London, {t’s based on Eurl-
pldes’ “Alcestis,” in which the wife
of the mythological King Admetos
offers herself to Death, when be
comes (o take away her husband,
Eilot’s play, though, s often rather
like a drawlng room comedy. Even
farcleal at times, it's nlso part dra-
ma, part soclal satire, part philo-
sophical/rellgious statement — wllh
plenty of symbelism and literary al-
lusion bult in.

Directed here by Mark Barrera,
"The Cocktail Party” opens shortly
after Edward Chamberlaype {Njck
Slater) discovers that Lavinla (Robln
Sulllvan), his wlfe of five years, has
left him. Unfortunately, Lavinla
hasn't warned him of her imminent
daparture, and he is left to host a
long-planned cocktail party at his
home, because he didn't have time to
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cancel al the Invitations.

At the party are Alex (Jim Floyd),
who loves to eook; Julia (Joy
Drelfuss), who loves to anoop; Cella
(Nancy K. Hawker), who is in Jove;
Peter (Michael MeCafferty), who is
also In love; and a mysterious, uni-
dentifled guest {R. Edward Ander-
son), who has a tendency to slurp his
tea, Soon, it's apparent that the busi.
ness of unrequited love Is at work
here, and therein hangs the tale —
sort of.

THIS “PARTY” Is not buzzing
with a lot of small talk. Much of
what is sald here ls weighty and
complicated — 30 compllcated, in
fact, that it'a often baffllng. There's
a lot about making cholce In life, and
a lot about what Is real vs. what Is
I{mnglncd or dreamed of or wished
or,

The well-drilled cast is to be espe-
clally commended for the convincing
English accents they maintain

the play,
they worked long and hard on thls
aspect of thelr performances, and
it's pald off impressively. Another
speclal commendation: the amount
of diatogue handled by some of the

Nagler to lead workshop

Monte Nagler, photographer,
teacher and columnlst, will conduct
a Cranbrook P.M, photography
workshop and semlnar beginning at
7 p.m. Thursday, May 18, During (he
first session Nagler will explore
depth-ol-ficdd and exposure. Then,
12:30-5 p.m. Saturday, May 20, he
will lead an outdoor workshop. Stu-
dents are asked to bring camera
with cable release, tripod, daylight

Illm, assorted lenses and close up
and to wear
autdoor elothing.

A final critiquing seaslon at 7 pm.
Thursd2y, Juue 1, will provide op-
portraities for questlons. Photo-
graphs from the outdoor session will
be analyzed. Fee for the wcrk:hop
and seminar Is $45. E:

actors is mind-boggling, but all of it
is delivered with hardly a bobble,
and most of it with generous
amounts of on-stage presence and

grace.

Set design by Brlan Heersink and
Barrera is appropriate and Imagina-
tive. Costuming, done by Terzi Tow-
er Thomson-and Gary Brda, works *
well. Lighting by Dave Denls is ef-
fectlve.

Still, this production of Ellot's
play never really reaches out and,
takes the audience up In it. In the
cnd, it fecls more like & lengthy,
wordy statement on the human con-
ditlon than like a play,

Victoria Diaz is a Livenig-
based freelancer, who specializes
in arts and entertainment arti-
clesin the metro area.
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Mother’s Day Buffet Extravaganza
Noon to 7:00 P.M.
Treat Mom to the elegance of Laurel Manor

12.95 Adults
'6.50 Child

FOR RESERVATIONS 462- 0770
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R. Edward Anderson (left) as Sir Honry Har-
court-Reilly, Jim Floyd as Alexander MacCal-
gic Gibbs and Joy Dreyfuss as Julia

toast their
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businass, in ‘The Cocktall Party,” ot Trinity
House Theatre. Gnry Brda is the Parkinson's "
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Mothor's Day
pecials...
* Roast Turkey & Dressing
« Honay Glazed Ham
Chicken & Rica
« Baked Mostaccioll with Meat Ssucs
LIMITED MENU ALSO AVAILABLE

Licko Your Elother’s Day Rescrvati

y Mr. 22.° STEAK HOUSE
27331 5 MILE (Corner Of Inkster
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20 oz. Texas Cut New York Strlp ..

ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT
DINNER BUFFET
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COCKTAIL SPECIALS

« TUESDAY-SATURDAY «
Popular B?I“.L“ﬁ"“ & !;‘mllsr «Roast Turkey with D
+ BUNDAY & MONDAY « +Baked Ham
Guast Stars trom 8 pm +Roast Beef Dinner 85.95
+« MONDAY & TUESDAY » Soup, Salad, Wnowr 17
LADIES NIGHT Potato & Hot Bread Basket. =95
Eveniogs from 3pen Spocial M:!‘: from 7.95

Enj
Mother’s Qay Brunch

The Southfield Hotel
Sunday, May 14th 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Treat MOM and the family to such spscisltica as carved
Turkey with Stuifing and All the Fixings, Carved Euron of

Eggs, Sousage, Lox

Beef, Peol 'n Eat Shrimp, Stuffed Pork Loins,
Newburgh, Waffles & Omeclettes Made to

gols, Assortment of Smoked Fish,
Rice, Vegcunblc Fresh Salad Bar, Boverages, Desserts,

Ask about OUE MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND PACKAGE
prices subject o tax &

Adults ‘12“ » Children 12 & Under 6%
10% Discount For Seniors » Children Under 3 Free

Southfield Hotel

conference center .
17017 W. 9 Mile Rd., Southeield » 557-4800
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Childven (10 Years & Under) 34.55
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Rrssrvations bring acespted at
12:00, 2:00, 4:00 & 6.00 p.m

We are ,uculmlé’. ;/.9-275 on An Arboe Foad in ,’?:/nwn//x.
Roservations acespted for partivs of 5 ar more by caliing 353-1022.
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