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P@m@nneﬁ frash rem@vaﬁ
costs boost Hills budget

By Josnno Mnllszclukl
ot writor

~Clty -cmployees and garbage e~
moval will cost Farmingten Hills
tezpayers moro In 1389-90.

“Belng o service-orfented organl-
=atlen, our major costs arn In wages
o benelits,” : floance’ dlrector
Charlea Rozch said,

“The city’s fropased $20.2 miflion
budget for (he cew flseal year, be-
bioning July 1, represents a 9.1-per-
vent Inczeass over the current 1908-
9 budget The proposed budget
vould be  stipporied by oo 0.0 olll
fax — a’@.)-pereeant vellback, de-
lgued to offeet Increased property
bax assesyments.

Personnel rcrvices represeat 57
pcn:cnt, or 315 mitilon, of the pro-
E):.c 26.2 :lll'ca budget Increas-

refusé pozts represent 11 parcent
f the preposed eily budget's overall

-percent increase over the 1083-
9 budge?, Roschzald

E:mploycu wages are expected to
incresse 4 percent — according to
existing labor contracts with the
city's six labor unlons. But a major
Increase 1a the coming year will be
seen in employee healih insurance
beneflts.

‘“We're not the only community
golng through this experience,” City
Manager Willtam Costick said,

MICHIGAN BLUE Cross/Blue
Shicld Increased rates 28 percent, or

+$249,000, for 1989-80. In 1988-89, [n-

surance rates increased 30 percent.
‘- “Az,a portion of total wages patd
to ‘cmployees, thls represents the
cqulvaient of an approximate 2.7-
percent Increase In wage costs to
clty government at large,” accord-
Ing; to the proposed budget summa-
Costick has promlsed to Investi-
gate alternatlves to either stabillze,

il not dccrease, health [nsurance

Farmington Hills - where the money goes

premlum costs. The Michigan Mu-
nleipal League, for example, is de-
veloping a group health insurance

program that might be suitable for

the city, Costick sald.

CAUTIOUS ABOQUT adding new
cmployees, despite booming growth
and ncreased workload in the past
few yeary, Costick this year Is pro-
posing hiring seven new employees.

The proposed budget Includes two
new police officers, one for patrot
and traffte, and another for the de-
tectlve hureau, and one full-time
fivefighter. The budget also includes
the hiring of a foreman in the De-
partment of Publlc Works, an addi-
tional bullding inspector, & librarian,
and converting a part-time person to
full-time in the personnel effice.

Costick's hiring proposal actually
1s o reduction in the number of em-
ployees requested by clty depart-
ments. The police department re-
quested 10 employees and DPV/ re-
quested three.

MIRRORING PAST ycars, the
clty's garbage dlnpml costs are
ain

' Supplles 3%
- -

ogal m $1.5 million in
196889 to ‘18 mllllnn in 1989-90,
‘The greatest increases are In tipplog
fees or the cost of disposing garbage
at landfllls, In the past 15 years,
Upping fees have Increased 1,000
percent, Costick sajd.

“It has been predicted that within
the next four to eight years, that
Oakland County and the entire met-
ropolitan area will be experiencing a
serious shortage of landtill sites up-
less alternative measures are under-
taken,” Costlck sald.

The slx-cemmunity Southwest
Oakland County Solld Waste Consor-
tium, of which Farmington Hills is a
member, has studled the garbage ls-
suc and will present a final report
Wedoesday, May 17, at the South-
fleld Clvic Center.

‘The proposed budget, which takes
advantage of increased revenue on
only new construction in the clty,
will be balanced with approximately
$341,000 In surplus money. ' That
leaves approximately $2.5 milllon in
surplus, a little less than the 10 pes
cent recommended by Wall Street
analysts for good credit rating,
Rbsch sald,

Corce Tn and Ment
MARY HIGGINS CLARK
She will sign her book
“While My Pretiy

One Sleeps™

Monday, May 15th
7:00-9:30 p.m.

R
Orchard Mall

{Just North of Mupla Rd.)

851-9150
Monduy-FrIduy 10-9 p m.
Saturday 10-6 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.| m.

On ihe sel

Actor David Selby {(right), who portrays
Richard Channing on the CBS nightiime
soap “Falcon Crest,” shares a taugh with TV
2 reporter Theresa Lukenas on tho ast of
“Falcon Crest,” while TV 2 cameraman Mike
Shore records. Lukenas and Shore, both of
Farmington Hills, were in Los Angeles pre-

paring @ serios of speciat reports called
“Riding the Falcon Crest,” airing on TV 2
Eyewitness News at 11 p.m. May 12 and 18.
While In L.A., Lukonas also talked to tho cast
of “Knot's Landing” for hor show “Tied in
Knots,” alring on TV 2 Eyewiiness Noews at
11 tonight and May 18.

Chief: Toughen DUI penalties

Contintted from Paga 1

the cost. It's the way you have to
look at this. I don't sce where this
would be a real straln {on police
agencles),” Dwyer said.

Some of Dwyer's recommenda-
tlons mirror current bills to beef up
drunk driving laws now before the
Leglslature. Senate blll 119, for ex-
ample, would establish a rn.\ndniory
mirimum floe and sentence, includ-
ing Jail, for each drunk driving of-
fense committed by an underage
delnker.

“Time conlned {In jall) can really

reglster with people. I don't think It's
necessarily Increasing penaltles, but
ensuring the certalnty of a penalty,”
Dolan safd.

IN ADDITION to mandatory minl-
mum flnes, Dwyer recommended es-
calatlng maximum penalties for
each subsequent offense.

On second and third offenses,
Dwyer proposed that drunken driv-
Ing convictions in other states count
agalnst drivers here. “If you llve in
Ohlo and are cenvicted of driving un-
der the influence and you move here,
it would count. Under the current

law, these convictlons can't be used
agalnst you In this state,” he sald.

Dwyer also would llke to set a ape-
clfle length of time for detoxifica-
Uon after - arrests, prohlbit plea
bargalning and begln a training pro-
gram for liquor sellers.

“The thrust of this tralning would
address the signs of detoxiftcation
and lts affect on the Individual, the
servers’ obllgation under the law,
and potential civil exposure of the
employee/emplayers, and the raml.
ficatlons to the intoxlcated individu-
al should they leave driving a motor
vehicle,” Dwyer sald.
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