‘School-of- choice’ bill passes

By TIM RIGHAHD
stalt writor

Witheut a word of debate, the
Michlgan Senate passed a blll alfow-
ing parents to choose which school
their children wlll attend. Senate Bill
51 goes next Lo the House.

The vote was 30-4, Sen. Jack Fax-
on, D-Farmington Hills, folned three
Detrolt senators in opposltion.

Sens. Richard Fessler, R-Com-
merce, and R. Robert Geake, R-
Northvlile, missed the vote.

“School choice is the wave of the
future In education,” said the spoan-
sor, Sen, Richard Posthumus, R-
Lowell, after the vote. He added the
blll would “make schools more com-
petitive and Improve the brand of
education available.”

‘THE BILL, If enacted, will allow
parents to choose between school
bulldlngs within a district.

There is a formidable hurdle: 25

pereent of mme votlng In the most
recent annual school election would
have to sign a petition asking for an
electlon on the question,

“From Gov. Blanchard to Presi-
dent Bush, school cholce 13 regarded
a3 one critleal step we can take to
improve educational qualtly,”
Posthurus said.

A Gallup Poll in 1987 lhnwed 68
percent In faver of the ri
choose hetween public school hulld-
ings, he said,

‘The concept was ploneered in Min-
nesota under Gov. Rudy Perpleh, In
sautheast Michigan, it was pushed by
Metropolitan Affajts Corp., a re-
search and [dea forum funded by
major corporatlons and unlons,

As a state senator, Perpich discov-
ered, while he was serving In St
Pau), that his children were repeat-
ing school work they had done In
thelr home town of Duluth,

FAXON SAID the bill was on a

fast track, hnd the roll call was un-
der way before he had a chance to
speak, He had two basic objections:

® Suburban parents in effect
have schools of chojce because the
parents chose to llve in a particular
communlty. Many school dlstricts —
such as Ferndale, Berkley and Novi
— have only a single high school,
while Farmington and Southfleld
have only two.

® In Detrolt, the system would
result In “administrative chaos, The
logistics are jmpossible,” he sald,
clting transportatlon costs.

Parents who had moved to a desir-
able nelghborhood within Detroit so
that their children could attend a
particular schoo), he sald, would be
Irate Uf suddenly thoy found thelr
children excluded ause others
had reglstered first.

THE BILL could be applied only
where a dlstrict has two or more
schools with the same grade level.

Voters would have to petition for,
such an election before Jan. 1, 1990,
‘The local board of education must
submit the question at the next regu-

. lar school election.

1f it's adopted, Lhe board must es-
tablish “a planning committee com-
posed of one-tlrd parents, ope-third
teachers and onpe-tlird principals
and puplls.” The commlttee would
be subject to the state Open Meect-
ings Act, and all its documents
would be subject to the Freedom of
Information Act.

Its program must be submltted to
the State Board of Education.

‘The pan would cover an [nferma-
tlon program, access to counseling,
and a transportalion plan for chil-
dren [rom single-parent, two-career
and low-income famllles.

The plan also would have to ex-
plaln “how pupll asslgnment and
transfer policles wil }
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OCC hits spring enroliment high

Oakland Community College
recorded its highest spring enroll-
ment In five years for the spring
term, which began last week,

The flve-campus OCC will have
14,754 students taking nearly 61,000
credit hours, bath five-year highs for
the school’s spring enrollment. That
averages to just over 4 credlt hours
per student.

Both student numbers and credit
hours tally 5 percent higher than last

spring enrollments and slightly
above projectlons.

“It's an indicator of the Increased
demand for trained people by Oak-
land County employers,”” said
George Cartsonls, communications
dircctor,

Generally, the school records its
heavlest enrollments, around 28,000
students, during fall and winter
terms, which are cach 15 weeks
long. Spring term s T4 wecks long,

Heritage Briefings set

“The Imperial Congress: Crisls In
the Separatlon of Powers” will be
the toplc of discussion at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday, May 18, at Roma's of
Bloomficld, 2101 S. Telegraph.

Speaker Mark Licdl, director of
speclal projects for The Herltage
Foundation of WashlIngton, D.C., wlli
discuss congresslonal tendencles to
manage detalls of defense and for-
elgn policy, entrenched incumbency
and irresponsible budgeting.

The Republican Committee of
Oakland County will host the talk,
which wlll be the first In its series of
“Heritage Brieflngs,”" featuring poli-
cy experts and enalysts from the

chlu:ge Foundation, which has been
calied “Washington's leading con-
scrvative think taok.”

Llcdl previously worked as dircc-
tor of research for the Natlonal Re-
publican Senatoria! Committee. He
was managing edltor for two Heri-
tage Foundation books, “The Imperi-
al Congress” and “Mandate for
Leadership 111" which was Influen-
tial with writers of last year's Re-
publican Party platfarm.

Cost s §$10 for the speech and
question/answer scsston, with light
snacks and a cash bar avallable.

For more detalls or reservations,
call 881-1890,
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The average age of OCC students
Is 27, Cartsonls sald. Only about 20
percent are right out of high school.

“Our college caters to a drop-in
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