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'Hills dedicates new youth sports park

By Bob Skisr
staff wrlter

Ploneer Park in Farmlagton Hills
creates “an environment to cause
our chlldren to be in the right place
at the right time"” — off the streets
and among thelr peers,

ton Hills Parks and
mission member Jerry Ellls.

THE BULK of Pioneer Park's
$500,000 cost was paid through the
.05-mill Farmiogten Hills voters ap-
pr%ved In 1986 excluslvely for parks
ant

insports.

So said Mayor Tetry Sever in dedl-
. catlon ceremonles Sunday at Plo-
neer Park, a 15-acre youth sports
complex of two soccer fields and two
baseball flelds on lhe west side of
Farmington Road, north of 13 Mlle.

"We're not here to dedlcate a four-
walled structure, but the ground on
which we stand — for our children
and our grandchildren who grow up
in thls city,” said the Rev. Ralph Re-
bant of Oakland Hills Communlty
Church, Farmington Hills.

Sever called Ploneer Park, In de-

2% years, a

for the city’s “aggressiveness in pro-
vlding recreailon.”

“Myself and the councll fecl real
strongly about acquiring

About $155,100 of the park’s cost
was pald through a federal Land and
‘Water Conservation Fund grant ad-
mintstered by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources.

In the past 15 years, the city has
recelved $3.8 million in government
grants for parks and recrealion de-
velopment ~- one of the highest per-
caplta community totals in the state.

Voter willlngness to be taxed ex-
clusively for parks and) recreation
development has & lot to do with
that, said Michael McDonald, DNR

Com- .

‘Good parks, like good schools, are an
investment in the youth of the
community and pay dividends far in
excess of their cost.’

— Jerry Ellis

Parks and Recreation Commission member

famllles were on hand for the nam-
ing of the flelds.

Ellis’ commitment to kids ranged
from Boys Republic board president
and Elks Lodge scholar-
ship committee chairman to Seuth
Farmington Youth Baseball com-

Recreation Division grants coordl
tor, who was among those who gath-
ered under sunny skics to dedlicate
Pioncer Park. !
“The people of Farmington Hills
to

property for parks,” Sever sald.
. “We're ever 50 scrious about provid-
« ing more parkland.” .
. “Good parks, like good schools,
. are an {nvestment {n the youth of the
. community and pay dividends far in
. excess of their cost,” said Farming-

have a strong recre-
atlon and they back it up with thelr
{funds,” be said.

The park's (wo baseball fields
were named in memory of two local
youth sports feaders: Jim , who

died in 1985 at 62, and Sandy Fried-
man, who died [n 1988 &t 41, Thelr

and F Rockets
Youth Football assistant athletic di-
rector. He was Farmington-Farm-
lnzl:n Hills Citizen of the Year in
1984.

Dennls Flizgerald, Farmington
Huls Parks and Recreatlon Commls-
slon chairman, sald Ellls “gave
much of himself to the people and to
lils community. His impact on kids is
a great beochimark for Lhe communi-

ty.
“‘He was supportive of kids in eve-

1y imaginable way,” Fitzgerald said.

“He was elearly an example of what

{hou can do for klds when you support
em.”

Frledman was to be president of
the North Farmington/West Bloom-
field Baseball and Softball for Youth
the year he dled. This year, team
rosters sport 1,400 players.

“He cared and stepped forward
with his time and money to put to-
gether a quallty baseball program
for the kids,” sald Jerry Ellis of the
parks and recreatlon commission.

“Sandy recognized the true value
of youth athletic programs — not to
develop major leagues but to give a
lot of children an opportunity to de-
velop both soclally and physically.”

This overall view shaws the Sandy Friedman Memorlal Field at Pianeer Park in Farmington Hills,

police/fire calls

s Listed below are some of the
-:Furminown—area police inci-
wdents, fire calls and court cascs
s> reported during the past week:

-
-

::. SMASH AND GRAB

<~ Three pleces of computer equip-

ment valued at $4,525 were reported

stolen Saturday from Heath-Zenlth

C

fng rolled colns, was found in grass
one house away,

A peighbor sald two men seen in
his yard ran Into the wocds when his
dog barked.

© WEAPONS CHARGE
man is charged with carrylng a

& El Centers,
29433 Orchard Lake.

Officers responding to an alarm at
10:35 p.m. found the front-door glass
smashed. In addition to the stolen
computer equipment, a monitor val-
ued at $500 whs found damaged on
the showroom floor, according to a
Farmington Hills police report.
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24 three students in a'stairwell at East
~~ Middle School, 25000 Middlebelt,
£ Friday afternoon.

The students were turncd over to
#~ their parents-guardlens. The school
-plans to discipline the youths, ac-
m=cording to a Farmington Hils police
P report.

5 @ SMASH AND GRAB

Officers responding to an alarm at
7: the Grapevine Party Store, 20970 12
41 Mile, at 12:12 a.m. May 18 reported
73 that the front door was broken and
o
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SSUARLRLNG

.ﬁ lottery tickets and scotch was miss-
;2 ing from the store.

£ @ ASSAULT REPORTED

F, A 13-year-old boy required emer-
gency reconstructive surgery on his
nose zfter an apparent fight on the
lacrosse fleld at Qur Lady of Sor-
rows School, 23915 Power, May 4.

Farmington Department of Public

Safety officers are Investigating the

 Incident, which occurred at 5:30 p.m.

during a game.

© BREAK-IN PROBED

Officers responding to a residen-
? tial alarm on Hidden Valley at &

a.m. Monday found a rear window

smashed and the front door kicked
in. It was not Immediately known
what, If anything, was taken.

|

® MONEY TAKEN |
About $5,000 was reported stolen
on Clear Lake Road

OVCYY
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< from a houss
o May 22,
When a friend of the homeowner
{ved there at 11:30 pm., he saw &
=man lurkinz. The Irend found the
» garage by door open a foot and the
-garage door to the house propped
open, Inside, bedrooms and an office
wers partlally ransacked.
A drawer from (bq office, contaln-

T

SRLLLISTETY

weapon in a motor vehicle
in connectlon with the discovery of a
.38 caliber revolver in bls car during
a traffic stop on 12 Mile May 16.
Arraigned May 17 before visting
Distriet Judge Charles McDonald of
Farmington, Henry Turner Jr.
pleaded not gullty. He was released
on $7,000 cash or surety bond pen;t;

the incident, in which a window was
broken out.

A 12-spoed bicycle valued at $600
was reported stolen rom a storage
area at Chatbam Hllly Apartments

in Farmington May 18-21.

A compact disc player, jewelry, a
video cassette recorder and a cam-
era valoed at §$2,390 were reported
stolen from a house on River Ridge
Trall in River Pines Condos, Farm-
ington Hills, May 19, *

A video cassette recorder, a re-
volver and bolster, savings bonds
and other items valued at $713 were
reported stolen from a house on Flo-

g 3 p 1A
47th District Court. He faces up to

ral, F May 19 during a
break-in.

{lve years in prison if
‘The loaded gun was found in hol-
ster under the driver’s seat, accord-
ing to a Farmington Hills police
port. .

® THEFTS REPORTED

Two color televislon sets, a video
cassette recorder, a microwave
oven, a semiautomatic rifle and four
bottles of beer, valued at $1,778,
were reported stolen from & house
on Inkster, Farmington Hills, May

12 .
An exotic hird, a Blue Front Ama-

reparted
stolen during a break-ic at Ever~
glades Pet Shop, 24037 Orcherd
Lake, F: May 14. An esti-
mated $1,500 in damage was done to
the business,

A camera and cash valued at §380
were reported stolen from Cordoba
on 12 Mile,

Hills, May17, -

Golf clubs, bags, shoes and lug-
gege valued at $1,870 were reported
stolen from a car parked at tho
Ram's Horn Restaurant, 33435
Grand Rlver, Farmington, May 17.
Damage of $125 was also reported n

A vid tte recorder, a purse,
some whiskey and a TV remote con-
trol valued at $370 were reported
stolen during a break-In at a house
on Mayfield, Farmington, May 1%

A purse with cash and other items

valoed at $300 was reported stolen
{rom a house on Rhonswood, Farm-

A cellular telephone valued at

.$1,200 was reported stolen from a

A personal computer valued at
$8,000 was reported stolen from Lip-
L

[{
Ington Hills, May 22.

© SCHOOL DAMAGE

A window at F
School was smashed out May 12.
Damazge was cstimated at $50.

Travel agency bash
will have Greek theme

A touch of Athens and a dash of

Crete will add flavor to “A Taste ll::

en-dny hotel package will be given
away,
of Sun Line Crus

Greece” program by
Farmington AAA Travel Agency &-8
pm. Juns 3, at the Kingsloy Inn,
1475 N, Woodward, Bloomileld Hills.
Greek muslc, dancers and samples

of reglonal culsine will be featured. *

A round-trip ol ticket to Athens,
four-day Greek isle crulse and a sev-

1aes and Tours will answer questions,
eaxlst with sammer vacation plans

and offer spectal discounts.
Tickets aro avallable for $12 at " . .
We welcome Jacobson‘s Charge, MasterCard! VISA! and American Express!
the Farmington Wm‘%{\m‘cy- Shop untll 9 p.m. on Thursday and Friday. Untit 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednescay ana's

IN. FRIEDMAN'S memoty, th

board of directors awarded a $500
gift to Farmington Hills to install
permanent helmet and bat racks in
the dugouts at Pioneer Park.

Farmington Soccer Club member
Jehn Balley sald the soccer fields at
Ploneer Park are a godsend for the
club, which serves 500 to 800 play-
ers, dependlng on the seacon. In the
fall, the baseball fields also can be
used for soccer.

“Four years ago, things didn't look
30 good when we found out the site

we had been using for seven years at
12 Mlle end Drake would no longer
be avallable,” said Bailey, parks and
recreation commission vice chalr-
man.

“But the city and the schools
worked together to improve school
flelds for soccer use in the interim.
And now we have Pioneer Park.”

“This is more than just about
baseball and soccer, but also about
kids playlng sports,” Bailey said.

In the benediction, the Hev. Re-
bandt sald: “Let this be a constant
reminder of the importance of our
children.”
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High School students Scott Friedman (left)

and his sister, Lisa, unvell the sign naming one of the Ploncer
Park basebal! fields in memory of their father, Sandy.

HEART TO HEART
A gracious, loving gift for her
home or office, a brilliant
pure lead crystal heart-shaped
box with a raised floral

design on the richly antique

Jinished silverplate cover. By
Royal Brierley. 3%x2%"H, $95.

Jacobsons

4318312 Milo, .
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