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readies
for final

Most coachcsém: t get exelted
about meeting thd No. 1-ranked

Farmlington girlX. soccer team
and its 2-4-4 offegglve alignment.

But then therds Farmingion
Hllls Mercy coach'Henry Kiimes,
who can't wan. lu play the Fal-
cons at 4:30 p.m. Friday in a
Class A dlstrict final at Soulhlle.hi
High. Mercy advanceid o the final
by routing Redford Usnion 10-0
Wednesday at Pioncer Park.

Klimes is an expericneed boys
coach. Last fall he employed the
2:4-4 format at Redford Catholle
Central, where he guided the jun
lor varsity team,

Unranked Mercy, 9-5-1 overall,
has outscored the opposition 29-1
in winning its last flve games, but
today in practlce Klimes will con-
centrate on defending the 2-4-4.

“FARMINGTON IS the only
girls team playing the 2-4-4 and
we played that when I coached at
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g0 In loose as a goose. We're not
supposed to win, The pressure’s
on them.”

The only suspense registered
against Redford Unlon came late
In the first half when Meeey's
dangerous forward Dana
Lehmkuhl left the game after
belng klcked below the left knee.
Lehmkuhl, who will play Friday,
was one of seven Mercy players
who scored one gonl.

Kathryn Dudley led the rout
with thice goals and two assists,
Collecting one goal cach were
Carrle Bowler, MicheHle Geyer,
Rachel Demascia, Laurle Chapp,
Susle Atchlnson and Tanla Ma-
slocl.

Rence Larabell picked up her
sixth shutout in goal.

The Marlins recelved some
good news Saturday when it was
acnonnced Dudley and Bowler
were named {o the Catholic
League flrst team.
Bowler and Lehmkuhl each were
selected: to the Central Divislon
honor rall.

Teams ju the Central Division
include Birmingham Marlan,
Madlison Helghts Bishop Foley,
Mercy, Barper Woods Regloa and
Livonla Ladywood.
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few defensive tricks that'll some-

what stop that. Carrie Muier, paselng the ball in an earlier gamo with Nanh
“But we're the We'll | Far her Far High

the district final with & 8-0 win Wednesday. Cheryl Walles glvns
chase for the Raiders,

. e

By Stevo Kowalski
staff writer

Farmington High faced two oppo-
neats chnudny in a Class A girls
soceer

Farmington elim
North from tournament -

socger

naﬁ@s

North
Farmlngtnn nnd the small Ploneer
Park playing surface.

The top-ranked Falcons eventual-
1y conquered both, routing North 8-0
and finally overcoming the ficid,
which wasn't quite conduclve to
their style.

Farmington coach Cathy Cole
runs a 2-44-4 offense because she has
one of the state’s {astest {cams, in-
cluding track stars Canie Maler,
Amy and Sue Gibsor
‘The Ploneer Park fleld ls about 8¢
yards shorter and not as wide as
most fields, and it took the cat-quick
Falcons time to click as they led
only 1-0 at halftime on a goal by
Margaret Martin,

THE GAME was played at Pio-
neer, just west of North Farmington
High, because North's athletic facili-
ty.was belng used for a track meet,

“It was a lot tougher because
like to use the width of the field nnd
bave everyone stretch out instead of
bunching together,” sald Maier, who
fafled to score. “But we adjusted
well”

The win sends Farmington, 13-0-4,

into the district final al 4:30 p.m.
Friday against Farmlington Hills
Mercy at Southfleld Hlgh, Mercy
also won a distrlet semifinal
Wednesday at Planeer, beating Red-
ford Union 16-0,

Mercy made Farmington exit the
Class A playolfs early last year,
beatlng the Falcons in a district
game. Many of Farmlington's play-
ers remember the outcome, but this
is Cole’s first year at the school, and
she'd like to avold the word revenge.

“1 guess I want to change the term
revenge,” she sald. “We just want to
play well agalnst Mercy. If we play
well, that will produce pesitive re-
sults. Mercy always comes to play.”

THE LOSS ended North's season
at 4-9:3, Coach Matt Davls was ex-
clted about his tcam’s play and be-
leves it would have been closer had
Chery) Waller’s shot early in the sec-
ond half beat Farmington goal-
kecper Deb Westerkamp instead of
sliding just wide of the net,

Farmington responded wlith three
unanswered goals by Glbson, Jen-

Chiefs sidestep Salem in district

By Dan O'eara
staff writer

If Plymouth Canten needs an ally in lhe girls soccer tournament, the
Chiefs have no better friend than recent history,

‘The wianer of the last two Canton-Plymouth Salem district games has
gone o1 to win the Class A champlonshlp — the Rocks in 1987 and the Chiefs
last season,

Canton's hopes of defending fts state title received o monumental boost
Wednesday with a 1-0 victory over Salem at Centennial Educational Park.

The Chiefs, who defeated Salem for the second time In the last week and
improved to 13-2, will meet the Ann Arbor Ploneer-Huron winner for the
district championship at 1 p.m. Saturday at Concordla Coltege.

“It's a long way home," Canten coach Dor Smith sald, meaning the Chilefs
nteed_ five more victorics to win back-to-back titles. “But it’s a nlee flrst
step.”

SALEM COACH Kcn Johnson, however, Is betting on Canton, which hand-
cd the Rocks their only losses of the scason, Lnnludxnx a 2-1 setback in the
Western Lakes Actlvities Associatlon final last Frida;

“1 think they'll go all the way,” he said. “I tboughl if we beat them, we'd
win the state. Thls game would have been an excellent state flnal.”

In a showdown that pitted the second- and third-ranked teams in Class A
— the Chicfs belng ranked ahend of Salem — scnlor Tricia Greenhalge's
second- hall goal on a direct frec kick was the dll! erence.

t the Inute mark, 1ifted thy shot on a line
that carried over Salem gunlknepcr Jennlfer Emmell and managed (o get
between her and the top of the net.

“The ball just curved [n,” Emmett sald. “I could bave punched it. Those
type of shots are hard to judge. You don't know i they're golng over. That
shot was hit perfectly.”

Smith agreed the diffcrence often ls a matter of inches on such goals and
In such highly-competitlve games. He added the Chlefs were ready for a
shootout and had been practicing penalty kicks in anticipation.
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“If they're perfect, they're perfect,” Smith sald. “That one of theirs [

umughl had gone In, too.

MOST TIMES It's a freak thing that happens. A couple times our defense
missed the ball, which could turn into a mistake if somebody jumps on It

right away.”

Salem, which flnishes with a 12-2-2 record, threatened late (n the game as
the kmpending defeat drew closer, making for an exciting finlsh,

Jlli Estey, who ended an outstanding four-year carcer that saw her twice
earn All-American honors, Jater had an direct free kick, but her shot went
over the top, but not by much.

“They had the {ree kick that went in, and we had the one that went over,”
guhn::n sald. “It was an even game; It was just a matter of who got the

reaks,”

The Rocks continued to attack, and Canton goalkeeper Michelle Fortier,
followlng a corner kick by Salem's Michelle Minton, covered the ball after an
attempted header by Estey,

“I'm upset that we lost,” sald a tearful Estey, who wlll play bmclbnll at
the Univeraity of Illinois next year. “It's just hard (o realize your soccer
career Is over.

“With basketball, X go on to college, but this Is the end of the line in soccer.
We felt we could come on strong for thls game, but we had & couple swings of
‘bad luck and Canton played awesome,”

FORTIER WAS outstanding in goul and the defease did Its part in fronot of

her, Fortler made the blggest save of the game earlier In the second half
when Minton drove a low, direct penalty kick at her, She also caught another

calilyouare,
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shot in front of a charging Minton, as well as a throw-in and an indirect kick.
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nifer Misaros and Martln within I}\y‘, ¥
next flve minutes to put the gamgy &
out of reach at 4-0. Trunk ﬂnuhcd N
the scoring with two goals late In u:m %
game. B

“It would have been a dluen:ma M
story had that one gone in,” said #
Davls, who probably benellted from;,
the smatler flsld. "It would have pus.
a scare In them and rnight have puy
it closer. T ean't zay 7 tried to use the
field to our advantage, but it didn's,,J§
hurt us today.”

ALTHOUGH THE ecare dlda't re-,;
flect It, North. goalkeeper Leanne .
Adle ptayed a soild game, tural
away 36 of Farmington's 42 shots, Ik
was reminiscent of Adles’ perform®. B
ance last month when North uonf" B
Livonia Stevenson 1-1.

Davis is looking forward (o nex
year when Adlc and a bost of lnuel}i
winners return.

“She's a good keeper and she'll ba1
back,” Davls sald. “That's as good
game as she's put in. She didn't !nce'
nearly ns many shots a3 she did
agalnst Stevenson, but the quality,
was Just as good. )

“1 figure we're 3% points ovepy
what we were last year. We have 4,
victery and three ties more than last<
year with a team that's probably lw
talented than the year before.”
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Blue Jays
no match
for North

North Farmington plays soccer in | X

the rugged Western Lakes Activities.]

Assoclation, and 1t lhowed fn the

Raiders' first-round district

encounter  Monday nzaln:t vislting
thileld.

North, which sulfered through a 4- !
8:3 regular season, routed (he out-.o|}
matched Blue Jays 4-0 behind the
two-goal, two-assist effort from.sf;
Cheryl Waller. il

Donna O'Brien and Carla Chelland . |y
accounted for the other Ralder (ailies,
and Leanne Adle recorded the shute e
out, Mary Davls and Kilm N
both midilelders, and forward Kirstes -
Harvison also played strong game i
for the Ralders. R
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