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 Quadriplegic wantis |
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David Riviin wants to be xnhooked {rom the ventilator that has

kept him alive lor almost

Continued from Page 1

Rivlin is pretty optimlstic he'll get
his way. “We bave not been contact-
ed by anyone thus far,” sald Oakland
County Prosecutor Richard Thomp-
son, who hns no plans to oppose Rlv-
lin's reques|

With the pmspcct of contlnued to-
tal immobllity — except belng able
to turn his head — and the constant
hiss of the

hree years.

Patient optimistic that court will grant his request

land County In the last two years. '(u .

plant of a spinal cord to recover.
And that's not possible at this time in
medlelne,” he said.

But Riviin is not dying. In fact,
he's Jn medically stable condition
and Ukely to remain so for at least
another 20 years, That's why the cur-
rent right-to-die b}l for terminally
{ll and injured patlents now before
the state Legislature would not ap-
ply to him even If It were passed im-

Riviin wants out. While medlcal
technology Is keeping him breathing,
it can't solve his problems.

“It would take a complete trans-

“IT DOESN'T fIt him. Mentally,
he's not golng to deteriorate, He's In
stable condition,” sald Rivlin's De-

Continuad from Page 1

Riviin went back to school at Wayne
State University and Oakland Unl-
versity, but his health falled him and
he had to quit.

. Rivlin snid he knows this is the
end of the Ilne, “I won't get better,
‘Thls Is the flshhook.” And he's tired
of having no future. “I'm just tired of
belng hooked up. It's artificlal. I've
hated it from the beginning. I've
tried to live with it. But T can’t.”

RIVLIN SPENDS hls daya watch-
ing television, listening to the radio
and to talking books. He rarely gets
out of bed and Into his wheelchair
anymore. His parents are dead, And
friends and acqualntances are few.

troit attorney, Davld Rosin, “But
. . . he can’t use anything. A psychi-
atrist examined Rivlin and found
him competent and ratlonal, Rosin
added.

The attorney sald he can't predlet
the outcome of Rlvlin's request.
“This is what he wants to do. He's
got more brains than-the average
persan, He {eels no use to soclety. He
feels 1o use to himself. Hh dlgnity is
affected every moment.”

At one time, Rlvlin had hoped to
live independcnuy But each time an
attendant left, he'd be forced back
into an instltution, which the state

“Peaple are uncomfortable with
the ventilator — people on the cut-
side,” he sald.

‘Though hls mind Is made up, Riv-
lin admits he's frightened. “I
wouldn't be human lf I wasa't. But
1'm more scared about belng In an
Instltuton for the next 20 years,” he
sald.

He’s faced his sltuation, but Rivlin
sald he's angry. He had so many
plans. He wanted to get married,
have children, work hard in a career
and bave a life llke anyone else. “I'm
angry when I realize what I've lost. I
don't se¢ any reason to continue with
an empty shell of an existence,” Rly-
1in said.

His aunt, Marlon Gornbetn-Melton
in Palm Harbor, Fla., supports Rlv-

pays $230 a day, more than the $207
a day he woutd get if he lived on his
owin.

Even I Rivlin gets hls wish and 1y
disconnected from the ventilator, it's
uncertain he will die. Legally, his
Farmington Hills physictan, Dr. Ed
Blumberg, owner of the Care Cen-
ters of Michlgan, cannot honer Riv-
lin's request without court permis
slon.

Riviin believes leglslation allow-
Ing people ta dic when they wish is
long overdue. Though he's going
through the legal steps to have his

Board hopefuls tackle issues at forum

Continued from Page 1

ALTHOQUGH THEY agreed on a
number of issues, each candidate ls
touting indivldual plnllerms for this
election.

Ranncy suggests improving the
school distriet through ‘“openness
and honesty,” and better planning
and a uniferm curriculum for the
district. He also suggests opening the
School/Communlty Forum up to
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more parents,

“Fiscal responsiblity” ls*Akouri's
cry. “It's time for a change,” he sald.
“If T don’t mnke it this year, I will
come back .

Ditzhazy wenl on the offensive
Monday, offering current flgures on
testing In the district and challeng-
Ing what she sald were incorrect as-
sumptions of low test scores offered
by the challengers. She said she
wanted to serve for another term,
offering an extensive educatlon

background as her forte.

In an Intervicw with the Observer,
Dltzhazy safd If she won in June this
would be her last term.

Cotton sald new school programs
and reorganization of the district
during his first term were proof of
positive changes made by the cur-
rent board. “I offer no apologles for
this wonderful school district,” he
sald. “It is a distrlct of growth. It
will meet the challenges and be a
district for the "90s."
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How can a multiple car family
minimize insurance costs?
No problem.

gives families with two or more cars a reduced
insurance rate. That makes their exccpucnnl auto coverage
and claims service even more attractive.

So if you're a multiple car family trying to minimize insurance
costs—call your “‘no problem’* Auto-Owners agent and find
out how this discount can be **no problem for you.
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Hesl Spurs: Faulty foot function
is a primary cause of heel paly;
over a perlod of time, excesslve
irritations lead to heel spurs.
Heel pain may occur from (oo
much stress on the heel bone
from walking, running, jumplog
or landing on hard surfaces, or
when the plantar fascla I8
inflamed. Even too much siress
withln a short period of time (g

, Dr. Daniel Salama, Podiatrist.
i\  Feet Facts. Heel Pain

in sports participation) can
creato heel distress. Unrelleved,
excessive tissuc -stretehing
causes [n{lammation that pulls
1ittde pleces of bonc away from
the heel, Podlatrle treatment,
such a5 taping, strapping, heel
cushions and orthotics, can
relieve these symptoms and
correct structural deficlencles or
musele Imbalances.

Also treating bunlons, corny, calfuscs, ingrown nails, warts, heel pain,
and dinbetic feet.

ORCHARD-10 FOOT SPECIALISTS.
24333 Orchard Lake Road « Farmington Hills

Call for appointment 474-0040
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ln's decision. “He has absolutely
nothing to lve for. He realizes he
will never have a family. He lles
there with his cyes covered so he
doesn't store at the ceillng, she
sald.

“He says, ‘I want to dle white I
still have my sanity. I want to dle
while I stlll have that.’ I can't hon-
estly say, 'David, you are wrong.'
You con't tell him that as he lies
there. I can't help but go along with
his wishes,” Gornbein-Mellon sald.

BUT THERE are plenty who don’t
share his aunt's feclings. The media
attentlon greeting Riviin's decision
has brought a lot of calls to the room
Rivlin shares with two other nursing
home reaidents.

ventilator disconnected, he feels the
proceedings are unnecessary.

“A PERSON, 1 believe, has the
right to say they want artlficial
means dlsconnected. This 13 neces-
84l Michigan. But I think I
should have the right without going
to court for it.”

Decldlng when it's time to die,
Rivlin sald, is a personal decislon,
“Each persan should make this decl-
sion. You shouldn't be dictated by
the medical or judicial Institutlons
when it comes to our exlstence,” he
sald.

But it's not that casy, Rivlin's is
the third right-to-die request in Gak-

fe-—suppart system off:
“I'm just tired of being hooked up. It’s artificial”  °

“I'm comfortable with my deci-
slon. It's other pc?pla who are hav-
Ing troubte with it,” he sald.

Riviin is referring to people he
doesn't know. People “who don’t
have a stake in this” feel quite {r¢e
calting him to give him their opinion
about hls declslon.

“Thera are a lot of weird peopie
out there who are glving me somge
strange advice. This whole thing has
become a circus. Some people want
to heal me. But I haven't a)
see them. Some don't want me to do
it. But they have all been suppdr-
tive” o

The Associated Press contribu}-
ed 1o this story.

-
o

1987, Farmlington Hlits resident Clif-
ford Culhatn was granted his request
for his physician to disconnect him
from life-support systems. Culhaim
was suffering from Lou Gehrig's dfs-
case.

Last November, the parents of 12-
year-old Joelle Rosebush of Lapeér
suecessfully battled the county pro-
secutor's office to have life-suppoft
equipment turned off. This case has
since been appealed to the Michlgdn
Supreme Court to define law for fa-
ture cascs.

The Associated Press can(nbm.
ed to this story.
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