Cooler cooldown?

\Jury still out on new deposit bottles

By Tom Henderson
“lgtat wrlter

Though the statewide deposit on
Shine coolers doesn’t go into effect
Y'until June 1, most area stores are al-
'h:ady lﬂ!ln; the new depoalt bottles,
*-'Store ‘'managers say problems
E:u by the deposit have been mini-
1 but they disagree over whether
Ythe new depaoslt is affecting sales, as
‘toolcr-lud\ulry officials predlet.
¥i-wyhen the weather gels hot, then
el know If it's gotng to hurt,” sald
YJoseph Patros, manager of the Mid-
*Warren Party Store on Middlebelt in
Garden City. He sald storing the new
deposit bottles creates no more
& roblem than storage of other bot-
cs already covered under stato lavw.
But Armando DeCapaite, a 35-
year veteran of the liquor buainess
who is alréady selling the new

coolers from Alban'’s Bottlo and Bas-

ket In Blrmingham and Boitle and
Basket in Bloomfield Township, sald
declining sales “have nothing to do
nylth bottle deposlts.
... “Coolers have been In a steady de-
sgline the past two years. They're a
Jallen category. T predict lo two to
years, you won't even sce them
.Juymorc. Liguor is cyclic,” he said. -
Jim y, manager of Damny’s
.gupermarket on Maln Sreet in Plym-
<outh, said all the Danoy’s stores
Jwltched aver to depoait bottles two
yyvecks ago. "“The only problem Is at
;ihe register,” he sald. “Our girls
pbave Lo check to make surc someone
_lsn't bringing In the old bottles.”

GILBERT BORMAN, dlrector of
~gublic relatlons for the 130 area
Farmer Jack stores, sald the chaln is
in the process of switching to the de-
it boma He said that the unique
hape of the wine coolers makes it
mpossible to stack with other bot-
es, which causes space problems
or the stores.
“We may declde on fewer brands
0 make storage casler,” ho sald."As
{ndustry, we don’t argue with the
foctiveness of the law, But we ar-
e that it has enormous impact on
- 1t cost- Farmer Jack $3.5 mlltion
t year to handle bottles.
“There's no argument our roads
clean in Michigan, but our back

‘Coolers have been in a steady decline
the past two years. They're a fallen
category. | predict in two to three
years, you won’t even see them

anymore.’

— Armando DeCapaite

rooms are pretty dirty,” said Bar-
mAn, who sald the pr[oh]em of stor-

be sold in throwaway contalners.
The law, approved by volers in a re-

knu. who traditionally take in far
more bottles than they sell “We ac-
cept back more than we sell by a
factor of 175 percent.”

Great Scott and Meijer stores also
have switched to deposit wine
coolers.

MICHIGAN FIGURES are uon-
vallable, but nationally, sales of the
fruity mn:ocllun: are down 18 to 20
percent com 1o 3 year ago, sald
Michael Lashbrook, of the Michigan
Beer and Wlne Wholesalers Assocla-
tion,

"They mny very well be a passing
phenomena a fad. They will still be
around but they won't be as hat,”
sald Pat Laughlin, lobbyist for the
assoclation.

The deposit law, which takes ef-
fect June 1, will push up prices and
reduce the selection of wine coolers
on grocers’ and y stores’ shelves,
hurting sales even more, he sald.

“There's no question” prices will
increase, he said. "When you get into
the garbage business, yes, it's golng
to cost more. Of course it fs.”

‘When sales were bubbling, deposit
law supporters lke the Michigan

Unlted Conservation Club wamned
that the 10 million wine coolers
being zold in Michigan annually
were epough to cover every Inch of
Michigan shoreline from Monroe to
the Straits of Mackinac with throwa-
way contalners,

Fearing the drinks would continue
to grow in popula.ﬂty. conservation

in 1986

already covered beer and
zoit drinks.

“The projected increases that got
them covered under the bottle law
haven't materlalized,” sald Borman,
“But there’s a market for It and
there's golng to be a market for a
Toog time.”

Borman, spokesman’ for the
Farmer Jack stores In southeast
Michigan, sald there was 5o question

that wine cooler prices will go up but *

wasa't specific.
Jennlfer While, a spokesman for
Mcl}cr’;, snld cooler prices have re-
malned e since the 41 stores
wlu:hed over Aprll 17.
One down side to the switch is that
many of the old,
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Judith Doner Berne Is the tew
asststant managing editor for the
six Oakland County edltions of the
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers.

Berne, 49, was cditor of tho Bir-
mingham and West Bloomfleld Eo-
ceritrics. She wlll now supervise
the operations of the Blrmin;
Farmington, Southficld, Troy, RD-
chester and West Bloomfield edl-
tions. She will direet countywide
storjes and write a weekly column.

“Oakland County s onc of the
most dynamie areas in the coun-
try," she sald. “The flve Eccentric
newspapers, along with the Farm-
ington Observer, are intlmately in-
volved In chronicling that growth
and the resulting problems — ap-
plauding progress and pushing for
solutions.”

BERNE HAS BEEN with the Ob-
server & Eccentric slnce 1973, She
worked as a reporter for the West
Bloomlfield Eccentric, part-time,
until her appolntment as editor of
the Redford Observer in 1983, She

O&E names new ednﬁ

was named editor of the Birming-
ham-Bloomfleld and West Bloom-
fleld Ecceatrics in 1985,

She holds a degree in Exnglish
from the Unlversity of Michigen,
and has worked on newspapers in
New Jersey and Texas.

“Judy brings a depth of experi-
enco to the top management ranks
of theso newspapers which will en-
hance Lhe quallty of the product
through first-rate staff leaderaklp,”
sald Steve Barnaby, managlng edl-
tor. . )

“NOW THE READERS Lo all of
Oakland County will benefit from
the talents she had dedicated to the

Birmlogham and West Bloamflcld
edltions.

Berne takes the position previ-
ously held by Rich Perlberg, who Is

pers, owned by the Observer & l:'z:-
centric’s parent corporation.
Berne, a native Detroiter, and

Judith Doner Berne

.
ber husband, Ed, Nve in West
Bloomfield. They have three chil-
dren, David, Jennifer and Deborab,
all coliege students.

OCC board convenes tonight

Qakiand Commuaity College bolds burn Hills campus, 2000 Feather-
stone Road, In the advanced technol-

Its regular board meeting at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, May 25, at the Au-

ogy center, hi-tech demo room.

‘The gepera) public, college staff
and students are invited {o attend
any board meeting.

glass bottles almply will be shipped
1o landfills because recyclers refuse
0 accept green glass.

THE BAN on throwaways is likely
to have little impact oo Lhe amount
of litter on roadsldes, a study shows.
A 1986 study by the Michigan De-
partment of Transportation found
Just one out of every 10 bottles and
one out of every 100 cans dropped
along ‘state highways were wine
cooler contalners.

‘Thoraas Washington, executive di-
rector of the Michigen United Con-
servation, sald the lcgislation still
will make Michigan cleaner.

"It help, parﬂcnhrly in pnhllc
places like beaches and (hings Lk
that, where people take them In lnl.r-
1y large numbers. I think thelr con-

groups
to add wlne coolers to the list of
those beverages that no longer could

Is probably down some-
what atnce we got them added to the
list, but they're still there,” he sald.
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You must see our copies of
Cartier, Harry Winston, Bulgari
and other Classical and Elegant

Perfeer for Weddings, Proms, gift giving and

Michigau's LARGEST Selection of “Fasx” Jewelry!
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You've come to that every now and then your car
r%‘la let off steam, too.

venﬂlotgil dmmsaah dmppwui the wash
Memwﬁﬂeaumsmﬁem&e:;xmux i

ifm ‘ve paid so many tazes, yots fol rm:zm llml you alone
/immaxf the economic rocotery.

: Because life is chock fult of fender benders, bent braces, and
;xvna%xpected visits from emlaws,wenowofferamward;ustfor

in a Money >
through it all.
e Prime Time Account. With it you can consolidate a lot ‘Opena ane Time
of your banking into one account, minus a lot of the fees. Take 30 an
. chednng,ltsfxeewnm Prime Time. So are personalized checks.
k. . .- Yougetanoannual fee VISA®or MasterCard: Plus free traveler's
travel discounts and lots more. The Prime Time account is

avm]able toa 1‘gphcants of all ages. A{l you have fo do is keep $2500

welll also give you a 1/2 percent bonus rate on 2 new one-
CD‘ That alone could earn you enough to pay

e i &t FIRST OF AMERICA Bank.

More .chan orce, )nu ‘oo dtsmwmi D':at your hovse is
soriething of a bqad asscl,

for the water
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