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MOVING PICTURES

¢ ' ’.
Earth’
Musical
) [ a
sci-fi?
“Posltioning” is an Important part
of the motlon picture distribution
game, appareatly based on the as-

sumption that there are only so
many folks out there waiting for new
films, .

Hence each season, in
the summer whea school’s out — 60
percent of film tickets are hought by
people aged 12-24 — {t's important

premicre new {lims when the
competition doesn’t,

When megabucks are at stake,
every Iittle edge makes a big differ-
cnce. Sometimes, of course, a large-
1y unheralded film soaks up the dol-
lars as did the Richard Pryor.
Wllder “Hear No Evil . . . " a few
wecks ago, when it grossed $7.2 mil-
llon on its first weekend. Thls week
distributors are shying away from
competition with the latest Indiana
Jones e¢pic, so it's a good time to

. cateh up on the old stuff.

Good luck, however, if you must
sec something new this week. Try a
musical comedy entitled “Earth
Girls Are Easy” (PG), with Geena

Hank (Lou Dinmond Phillips) and Buster (Kicfor Suthertand)
begrudgingly join forces to track down and scek revenge
against a savage murderer in Morgan Creek Productions’ “Re-

negades.”

the movies

Dan
Greanberg

Grading the movles

_|A+ | Top marks - sure to please

A | Close behind - excellent

Psychlatric patlénts have quite a trip
trylng to sco a baligame at Yankee Stadl-

um.

*Field of Dreams” (B +) (PG) 111 min-
utes.
Fanciful bascbali story as fowa farmer
builds diamond so Shocless Joe Jackson
can play again.

“Fright Night " (C-) (R).

Roddy McDowall in another vamplre
movie.

“How [ Got 1ato College” (PG-13).

A comedy about college recrulting.

“iadlana Jooes and the Last Crusade”
(B+)(PG-13) 120 mlnutes.

Good

Davis and Jeff It's all
about a space ship that crash lands
in someone's backyard pool.

. If that docan’t stir your entertain-
ment interests, bow about Hulk Ho-
gan in “No Holds Barred” (*) (PG-
13). Family loyalty versus a most
dangerous adversary. Oh, boy, mom,

but encugh al-

A- [StlllIn running for top honors

8+ {Pretty good slulf, not perfect

}a_ |cood
B- {Goodbul notable

can we go to the early show? C+ [Just a cul sbove averago
*,In the search for box offlee suc.  }o je.rinerg
‘m Secton of alch it Jest '
jor collection of cliches t Not sa ho i
N octant bugdtes:  flim, ~Rene. |t oischotond siping fas)
pﬂu" (C+)R){105 minutes). D+ ) The very best of the poor stutt
-Buster (Kiefer Sutherland) s a
del cop working D |Poor
r on his own, as we gradually Jearn, "
to expose a crooked cop. Sulber: D- |Itdoesn't get much worse
land’s speech pattera verges on & |F | Truly awlul
lisp which undercuts the macho
quality 50 necessary for the role of Z | Resarved for the bad

*'super cop.”
“l chexadu" primary quality and
t moments are fast actlon chases
d the violence. {Now, that’s a ter-
{3 mccmmendnuon) the film
suffers from occasionnl lapses of
pace — from a number of unex-
plained actions and frem the fact
that info about Buster’s background
and motlvatlon is parceled out paral-
menlously,

On the other hand there are no se-
crets about his reluctant partner
Hank (Lou Dlamend Phillips), an In-
dlan in town for o museumn display of
hls tribe's sacred spear. Violent bad
guy Marino (Bob Knapper) accldent-
1y forces Hank and Buster to team
up. Boy, is he gonna be sorty.

‘Beyond the childish gicc in vio-

+ "|Noadvanced scroening

ready.

“K.8" (C+) (PG-13) 100 mlnutes,

James Belushl in weak comedy about
narcotles dog and detectlve.

“Major League” (A} (R) 110 minutes.

The American sporis drezm, live, be-
lnm your very eyes.

Mlas Fireeracker” (PG).

An unusual beauty contest (n a small,
southern tlown.

“Parents” (F) (R} 90 minutes.

Weird kid discovers bls parents are
canalbals.

“Pet Sematary” (B} (R) 105 mlnutes.

More gore for Stephen King fans.

“Plok Cadillac” (B+) (PG-13) $0 mlo-
ules.

Cllat Eastwood fs unexpectedly bumor-
ous in comedy about ‘bounty-hunters,
gangland treasure and a glrl with a baby.

“Ralo Man™ (A+) (R) 130 minutes.

Tom Crulse and Dustin Hoffman star

lence and auto chases which end
with masses of wrecked police cars,
films such as this risc and fall on the
success with which the buddles in-
teract. While Diamend’s grim
straight face with an occasional hint
of a smile and a few dry llnes is a
good start, Sutherland is so dull and
leaden that “Rencgades” lacks the
sparkle of success.

STILL PLAYING:

“Crimlnal Law” (B} (R).

Suspense thriller about attorney who
discovers his cllent Ly guilty.

“Tte Dream Team” (B+) (PG-13) 105
mibutes,

as every sense,
“The Rescuers” (A) (G) 77 minutes.
Disney animation about two brave
ralce who rescue kldnapped orpban.
“Road House™ (2) (R) 110 minates.
Cliched, violent and unpleasant Patrick
Swayze vehicle with weak acting.
“Scandal® (B) (R) 100 mioutes.
The Christine Keeler-John Profumo
scandal that rocked England Ln the early
“60s.

“See No Evil, Hear Na Evil” (*) (R).

Rlchard Pryor and Gepe Wilder in
comedy about murder,

“Se's Oat of Control” (F} (PG) 90 min-

tes.
Techager matures but Daddy and the
movie don't.

YUM!
TASTE'S GREAT EVERY
MONDAY

GEY OUT OF.THE DARK.;

Tha Contarmer Inkrmason Caiag md
eROnen YOU with Deshs ot
T3 6w by mrtig —

Consumes (nlosmation Comter
Dept. 1D, Puebla, Colorsdo 11009

ckrmaon

Great People . . .
GreatFun . ..

THE BEST BIKE GET TOGETHER
IN THE MIDWEST
JUNE 17-18

JUNE 17

Great Prizes ...
Great Cause!

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Godard takes ‘stab’ at movies

By John Monaghan
special writor

Homer’s “The Od; " in modern-
day Italy. At the request of a vulgar

There are two schools of thought
concerning  JeanLud Godard and
rarcly do they meet. Some conalder
his fiime brilliant and revolutlonary
while othera polot to the recent
“Hall Mary” and “King Lear” as
prool of his pomposity and incoher-

’rhe early films of Godard, howev-
er, show a kinder, gentler filmmeker
who was able to get vnud messages
across while telling 2 story. “Con-
tempt” (1963), hls it film, plays ln
a double feature with Leos Carax’s
“Mauvals Sang” (“87) this Friday at
lhe Cinema Guild in Ann

Godard began as a fllm critic at
the fllm ]ournl. “Cahlers dn Cine-
ma" before folning comrade Fran-
cols Truffaut on the filmmaking
front. Their carly collaborations on
the short “All the Boys Are Called
Patrick” and feature “Breathless”
(Truffaut wrote both while Godard
directed) show the team as the Len-
non-McCartaey of the '60s French
Cinema,

Thelr Idealistic aplit was as In-
tense. While Truffaut went on to spln
narratives of love, death and buman-
ity, Godard took on & bilter cdge.
Many see “Contempt” as the deflnl-

tlve Godard film, showcasing his fa--

producer (Jack Palance),
lhe ucdpl l: rewritten to add mare

THE SCRIPTWRITER (Michel Pi-
colli) humors the producer's whims,
even when they Involve the writer's
sexy wile (Briglite Bardot). Godard
himself pops in as an asaistant to di-
rector Lang.

Time nnd Lt Godard takes
stabs at movie maung and hly own
producer, Joseph E. Levine, who had
more than his share of contempt for
t.he temperamental French fiimmak-

Nude scenes with co-star Bardot
were contracted for the film. Godard
cropped many of the ahots to show
only her hud!m torso, set against a
bright red backdrop. “If 1 must uu;
2 woman like meat,” Godard seel
1o be saying, “she might as well 1ook
like meat.”

Sixties' critlcs, stymied by Go-
dard's avant-garde antics, pointed
out the film's gratuitous sex scenes,
but shyed away from its content asa
modern tragedy. Stanley
Klu!m.n did praise Fritz Lang —

the German expressionlst director of
“Metropolia™ and “M"” — for his role
as a director in “Contempt.”

“Allhough the part qu‘licuy be-

vorite themes of
ciallsm and the prostitution of indl-
viduals in modern soclety.

The story involves a film director
(Fritz Lang) making a fllm based on

comes the -Europe-
an sage that we ail came $o know in
this country in the post-Hitler years

Lang neverthelus has some
dcbnm of personality.”

VIDEO VIEWING : ,

Even the film's harshest eritica’
were knocked out by the director's’
rich use of color and wide screen ~
often focuslng on natural and clty,
Jandscapes. Though the Clnema’
Guild has promised good colur, wide™
screen prints of “Contempt” are vir;
tually irmpossible to come by.

LEOS CARAX was 18 when he
worked for mentor Godard on “Eve-
ry Man for Himsell.” By 25, ho had,
directed two fllms, the second al
which, “Mauvals Sang" {1987), is 2
faselnating and original film noir/,
scignee fiction story rounding out the,
Cinema Gulld double blll.

In a strange poetic Lwist on the’
AIDS crisis, "Mauvais Sang"” (“Bad,
Blood") presents us with a disease,
that causes death only when you kiss'
someonc you don't really love. “Con-’
tempt’s” Miche! Plcolll plays an ag-
ing thug who attempts o steal a se-,
rum for the wotnan he loves (Jullet |
Blnoche from “The Unbearable
Lightness of Being”).

The visual style harkens back (o]
Jean-Jacques Belnelx, whose color:,
ful "Dlva” in 1982 sct the scene for
Carax and other young directors in
France. Davld Bowle's song, “Mod-,

crn Love,” highllghts one of the
fiim's many Incredible tracking
shots.

Perhaps a bl slow paced, “Mau-,
vals Sang” neveriheless proves what
Godard has been telling us all along
— fllmmakers don't have to be easi-
ly enjoyed {or fully understood) ta
fascinate an audieace. ‘,

By Dan Greenbery
spaclal writer

her “Saturday Night Live"” appear-
ances and showcases Radae s fa-

While we tend to think of home vi-
deo cassette players as an in
slve and convenient way to screen
movics, there’s a tremendous range
of other material readily available
at your carner video store, programs
which Include varfous forms of in-
structlon and entertalnment — docu-
mentarfes of all sorts, musleal
groups In performance, self-help
programs (“How to, . , ") and com

vodu Emily
tella, Lisa Loobner, BIN Wawa,
Candy Slice and, of course,
Roseanna

*The Best a( Gllda'bcomplements
Warner Home Video's series which
already has released hourlong com-
pllations of Dan Aykroyd, John Be-
lushi and Chevy Chase at their “Best

" "Other companies are in the “Best
or’ymemhwhnmonthmedh

pllations of your nveﬂu
("ne Bestof.’. .").

In that last caugory. June 31 is
the scheduled release date for “The
Best of Gilda Radner.” Thls hour-
long video includes highlights from

began distrib-
uu.ng “All the Best, Steve Allen,” a
very funny collection of Allen's fin-
est moments on the “Tonight Show.”
Yes, Virginia, there was a “Tonight
Shnw" befure Johnny Carson and

é

Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

“
here’s your opportunity to enjoy:
some of It.

In July, Media will offer “WIl
Rogers: Look Back in Laughter,”
about Amerlea’s famous humotbl in
a program of rare, archival clips of
Rogers. In an interesting switch on
the documentary forinut, these filip,
clips wtil be introduced by content;,
porary comedians like Dan Aykroydy
Chevy Chase, Rodoey Dangt.rlle]d
and Robln Willlams,

On a less comic, but no less plnns
ant note, Direct Cinema distributes 2,
wide range of documentaries as well”
as unusyal entertainment pleces and™
quite a few Oscar-winning shorts,,
most notably the computer-animat.

Plansa fiirn to Page 4.«

SUMMER BROADWAY REVUE

GIVE YOUR GROUP THE SONG AND DANCE!

‘Putting It Together’

A moblte musical production packed with singing and choieagi aphy

Elght young actors slng and dance their way through the
Inslde story of reaching for the footlights

() AVAILABLE JUNE 26 ~ AUGUST 6, 1989 {)

bl
b

Cost:

Idesl tor: O Church functions

0 Company plenics

O Promotional events

$150 per 1-1/2 hour shaw Includes

O Reunlons

O Senlor citizen events

Metro Detroit Cyclists Tour to East Lansing showmobile set-up, 8-member cast and performance

getting together with West Michigan Cyclists
JUNE 18

West and Metro Detroit Cyclists Tour
together from East Lansing to Jackson

muunmmmm

DeALnd Damary Parke & Bemrsstina

Meals, Lodging, Support Vehicles,
Rest Stops & Bike Repairs Provided

Other Mobile Recreatlon units avallable: .
Sport, puppoet, skate, moblles; nature program, moonwalk, mimes, tents, buses

Cancer for this Fully Catered Two Day Tour
tllsla?nv%: ltlhlr? @ smerivzcy memm— @ Gall 858-0016 for detalls and reservations
go awa hudsons m '
" y6u 1gnore lt. For More Infosmations Sponsored by:  Other contributing sponsors: In cooperation with: "

Clip & Mal! to:

The Mulliple Sclerosis Socloty - MS 150
26111 Evorgreon, Suite 100, Southficld, M1 48076

Learn the early warning
- signs of cancer and

i mirchl a Clouncll
Ghbgertier A

have regular checkups. ame .
g] yougdont know :ad Euentu’t CARIAND S’T % 2akland
e warning signs, ez COUNTY @HS . :
call fs. igns Gly— S 2o NEWSPAPERS  £OUNGIL R 3 n
cail: 1-800-247-7382 ‘
1-800-4-CANCER ul
The Cancer Inf A gyvico ;f,_\“},_l_g‘_.';.mv ""‘"""’"t“:‘:-u- s 'wuﬂ’ﬁlz( x
B ! . ' ’ A R '



