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Ann Be Davis

can be

By Larry O’Gonnor
staff writor

Muslc man or Mexican jumping
bean? David Harris of Ann Be Davis
is something of both.

On stage at the Blind Pig tn Ann
- Arbar, Harris hag the face of a dour
paperboy on collection day. As band
mate Jullan Go hits the first chord,
though, the lead slnger kicks info ac-
tlon with a slew of jittery reactions
that look to be the result of shock
therapy.

Harris" moves are not those
fected at the Julliard School of
Dance and Michael Jackson is cer-
talnly not his tutor,

Otberwise, Harris wouldo’t bave
landed flat on his rear di a mplr-
ited rendition of the band's “Ride a
Bus,” which led him out onto the
dence floor. A small puddle of water
on the floor {that was the result of
Harris kickiog over a cup moments
carller) praved to be his downfall,

Without a shade of embarrass-
meat, though, Harrls flopped back
g:slage where he finished the num-

“It has a lot to do with nervous-
ness,” sald Harris later in a tele-
phone conversation. “I'm a high-
strung person. My stage preseace
has developed out of the feeling that
rock'n’roll lacks & sease of humoar, I
feel more llke a cartoon character.”

GUMBY OR Fred Flinstone,
though, couldn’t match the sound this
four-man outfit lays down. Ann Be
Davis is a high-strung guitar fest.
The movement provided by Harrls
doesn't hinder what is certainly a
fresb, biting sound,

For three years, Ann Be Davis has
bees around. They have had thefr
times at Paycheck’s ln Hamtramek,

funny

Saint Andrew’s Hall In Detrolt and
the aﬂnd Plg in Ann Arbor. But who
are these guys Rnywa

Well, astde from , there i3
Jullan Go on lead gultar, Sandy § on
drums and Ray Echlln on bass, They
appear to be an carnest bunch, not
catering to any particular audlence
or aspirations to become rock stars.

They simply watk onstage, Harrls
introduces a song and they are off.
‘The act s definitely tight.

“Ob, we've gone through our stag- .
es,” Harris sald, “Eve

ery
been accused of belng an REM. ri-
poff band. We got cought up in that.
After a show, people would come up
to me and say, 'You guys sound like
R.E.M. Llke I want to bear that.

“We've come to grips of who we
are and we're comfortable with that.
We've come to grlps that we don't
know who we are,”

To facilitate that, the band has ro-
located in the Ann Arbor area. Three
of the four members are from
Grosse Polnte. But Harris sald the
Detrolt area clubs dido't scem as ap-
preciative to the group’s musle,

HE FEELS crowds In Ann Arbor
are more responsive, Before !.nunch-
ing into “Holden's Gone,”
talks to the crowd about the pum of
the dolphins. Though they're oot a
preachy band, Harrls feels strongly
<pough about the subject to talk
about it anyway.

The crowd at the Blind Pig, except
for one snicker from a well-olled
customer, listened. A day lnter,
Harris has a chance to assess the au-
dience.

“I didn't feel the crowd was with
us 100 percent,” he said, “Wao got
into a blg argumest before the show.
‘That always happens. We're a band
of bosses, I was a Httle more active

than usual, Maybe that’s why.

“Every show Is different. I've
played shows where I didn't maove at
atl. I think performers, includlng
myself, get caught up In this thing
that the audlence is against you. As a
rult, you might not be motivated,

It you think the crowd bates you.”"

Most would flnd the deadpan hu-
mor of Harris hard to resist, the kind
of stuff If repeated draws the re-

nnvld Hnrrll of Ann Be Davis .hnkea, rattles and rolls onatage,

{frain, “Oh you had to be there.”

As a slnger/songwriter, Harris Is
qulte skilled as well. His songs in-
clude rather innocuous titles such as
“Ride a Bus,” “The Whole Thing”
and “Holden's Gone. The book
“Catcher In the Rye” was the inspi-
ration for the latter. .

“It was one of those books you
were forced to read in school” he
sald. “Now I've read it over and over
agaln."

The Knaves rock with guitar sound

By Larry O'Connor
staff writer

At first glance, The Knaves nei-
ther stun or infuriate. Just four guys
pattily dressed In sportcoats looking
as if they were waiting for the dance
at the yacht club to bey

‘Then Mark Trafell reaches for hls
blue Nashville gultar.

From" the first strike of the
strings, Trafell burns the clean
rock'n'zoll seund I your cars. His
crisp gultar work harks back (o the
dxyx of Buddy Ho“y, Eddle Cochran

and Gene Vince

“Yeb, Gene Vlnmt." he said, “He
was one of the best.'

Without much flashiness, The
Knaves are able to entertaln the
small gathering at Rick’s American
Cafe [n Ann Arbor. Thelr set is 2
heavy dose of covers, sprinkled with
a lew orizlnzl 300gS.

that, band mcmbeu make no
npalogl-

“We used to be an all-original
band,” sald John Paul Trafell, who is
the lead a.lnger of group. “Then we
reallzed bands who play originals
hanging nrvund Hamtramck don't
tmake any money. So we learned a
totof coversina b

But if it's possible to perform cov-
ers with lntegrily, The Knaves do so,
The group avolds the drivel of Top
40 and doesn't take a rostalgla trip

REVIEWS

as some oldles outfits,

THE KNAVES' play list includes
tunes from The Beatles, The Byrds
and the Stray Cats to modern bands
such as The Cult and U2. All have
one common thread — they are gui-

tar classle hi

Included ln their guitar arsenal is
a 1964 Nashville and a 1967 12-string
mckmhacker. Mark Trafell displays
them e pride a huster
would suuw nr! a sliver-plated Win-
chester,

‘The guitar work of the band (Jobn
Paul Trafcll also plays a mean Rick-
cnbacker) comes into focus when
The Knaves light a fire with their
own material. Songs such as “1959"
and “'Lucy” all bave that classic feel.

Except, with thelr appearance,
Tbe Knaves look more lke a Britlsh
invasion group than an Ametican pi-
oneer rock ‘n’ roll band. The neat
baircuts and black coats sort of fly
in the face of the musle they play.

“We had some (outfits) along the
order of Dickens," said Mark with a
chuckle. “We were wearing suits and
tles. Maybo wo will be wearing
bowling shirts soon.”

“Custormized,” 2dded Bill
who Is the drummer.

While the wardrobe is still belng
metted out, the focus of the band is
very clear. The Kmva wnnt to be-
come

Usiek,

amazoo, Mount Pleasant and, of
course, Ann Arbor.

Already, The Knaves have en-
trenched themselves In East Lansing
area. The group 1s also a regular at
the Woodbridge Tavern in Detrolt.

“COLLEGE PEQPLE are much
younger,” said John Paul Trafell, ex-
plalning The Knaves'
strategy. “People who are 25 al-
mdy bave their record collection

Addcd Urich, sounding like the re-
cent law school graduate that he ls:
“Because the fundamental elements
of our muslc are ageless, our musle
is

college elreuit — East lanslng. Kal-

The Knaves aro in-
fluenced by guitar J
masters such as Ed-
die Cochran and
Gene Vincent, .

to older people as
well”

‘Whilc other groups talk of having
records in the works and asplrations
for record deals, The Knaves bave
different priorities. There Is talk of
putling a demo tape io the store, but
that's $he extent of it.

“A lot of bands in Detrolt are get-
ting signed,” Jokn Paul Trafeli sald,
“but T don't see where they are

So the clubs are where The
Knaves will play, and the clubs are
where they will stay — at least for
the time being. Band members
quickly deny lhey are becomlng
lounge Hzards.

“We're lounge * said

IN CONCERT

.gpmauu:mpd

posums orm oo Mooday,
Jms,l!lhnbundmlblmsk
:;ms Asbor, For informatlon, call 996
55.

@ TROPICAL CONNECTION
Tropl orm on

© JAXI THUKDER

troiL. For {nformatloa, call $35-3108.

@ FLAGHDACK

Flash Back will pa'(vml on Wednes-
day, June 7, at the Blind Pig, 308 First
St., Ann Arbor. For information, call 996-
8558,

@ WY BLOODY VALENTIRE
My Bloody Valentloe Iﬂ.lpeﬂdrm Iﬂh

speclal guests, Spabo Ranch, oo

dly, June 8, at Salnt Andrew’s Hln. “l
Congress, Detroit. For Informoation,

mﬂﬂll MELT.

.l D, leb will perform ou Thursday,
June 8, al the llocln'nwl. 4120 Wmd—
ward, between Orchestra Hall and the
Delroll Institute of Arte. For Informa.
Uon, call 833-9850.

® PRIVATE DRIVE
Private Drive will perform on Thars-
day, June 8, at the Bilnd Pig, ms.m
Arbor. For Informatioa,
8355,

© VIGILANTE

Vigilante ‘will perform aloog with
Eclipse and Loudziila oo Thursday, Juns
8, at Blondles, Sevea Mile Road, emol
Telegraph, Detroit. For

tiac. For {nformation, call 3347651, -

.nosm‘rnnu.

Robert Noll Rlves Mimioo will pﬂ‘
form Friday, June §, lllboﬂmg
Saloon, 1585 Franklin, Detroit. For lnfor-
mdm,ullﬁb-lﬂt.

V
June 9, at the Ham!
Il( oﬂ ns For Inlmum. call 38!

@ BUTLER TWINS
msmm-&uw{mwm-
dsy, Joe 9, at Moby Dick,

Schaefer, Dearborn. For Inxmmnau
uﬂSBX-ISSU.

® BROKENYOYO
Hroken Yoyo 'ﬂlpuiarmmmwv

day, June lI!, ¢0 the Boblo mocalight
cruise. General admlssion is $10.93 ($9.85 -
for groupa 10 or nxre with advance reg-.,
umuou}mumdeparuﬂup.m.
from (be Detroit dock, which s at the
foot of Quark Avence. For ioformation, |
call 843-0700.

.BM

ugn mam Caremen
will perform aloag with The Covingtons
on Saturday, June 10, at the Eamtramek
Pub, 2043 Canilf, off I.75. Fer informa-
oo, call 345-9760.

@ THE SHY

The Sby will perform oo
Juns 10, nswm 49 N. Bagisaw, Poo-
tiac. For information, call 334-7851.

5358108,

@ ARISTOBRATE
Thc Aristobrats will perform oa Pri-
day. June ¥, at Saint Andrew’s Hall, 431
Detrolt. For information,
uﬂ 961-MELT.

@ ABUSE
Abuu will perform along with Sinister
and Destruction Abead oa Priday, Jue #,
at Blondles, Seven Road, east of
Benl;‘mpk For information, eall 5335+
1

® REGULAA BOYS
mmnmsmwmmammm
day, June 9, oo the Boblo moonlight
cruise. Gmllldmldmﬂllﬂﬂ(".ﬂ
lorgrwpl 10 or more with advance

Azn For taformstion, call #96-
8535,
® THE BOWERY

The Bowery will porform ca Friday,
June 9, at Skylights, 49 N. Saginaw, Poo-

COLLEGE

Drive,

(318} 2523118,

[ ] mmmmu ".
Stoel Band will

fmmusauamay Jome ln.ummu.

Pig. 208 First St, Ann Arbor. For Infore:
mation, call #90-3555. .

°Rob,n Bif

Wednesday, June 23, at Saint Andrewy

Hall, 431 For Infor*

ration, call #61-MELT. “
: “

® CLARENCE FOUNTAM -
Garncs Fraztotn ot ths Tiva SUct™

Boys of Alabama will perform on Satar -
day, July 1, at Alvin's, 5756 Cams, Detroit.
For Information, call 99-MUSIC.

COUNTRY

Here zra the top 10 sooge melected by
Maithew Madden, a disc hdzy at m
University of Michigan campus radio
tion WCBN-FM 803,

1. “Life Exiie After Abdlcation,” Maw-
rees Tucker.
3. ‘“Rotting Corpee a Go-Go,” Velvet
3."Can't Pray & Lis.” Lasghing Byesas.
4.“Oral Goerrilta ” X,
7. “Dilterent Traloa,” Bezve Rights.
z'cdwknscdwm'mm
=
all Mo Jawars.

Mark Trafeli jokingly.

9.
1g. "Jnstu.tel-:d, Dinoszar Jmlor.

Here are the top 10 songs ere WWWW-
FM 1087

1. “I{1Had You,” Alabama.
x.'Duu'tmDuny.'ml-wdn H
3. “Young Love,” The

L “Lke Faber unsw' Lisnct e-n.'

wright.
S.“Whnbldlﬂo'm‘&n'n-'

9. "vm:anDalua(Nwmm
Goot),™ Waylon Jeanings. :
10. “In & Letter to You.™ E&dy Raven. -

LET'S GET LOST
(BREAD, BUTTER

AND CHAMPAGNE) | «

— Chet Baker

Let me say right up front that 'm
no jazx aficionado. While I may en-
joy an odd Duke record,
most jasz is too eclectic or self-lo-
dulgent for my tastes. Thia record oo
BMG/RCA s a wonderful breath of
fresh alr that blows away tho
cobwebs from my stale jazz ears.

This is & soundtrack record issued
to accompany the Academy Award-

minated documentary about the
U.la of Chet Baker. If tho fabalous

Besldes playlng some genuinely
moving trumpet melodies, Baker
npcu his mouth td alng and just can-
not be ignored. His honey-smoolh,

smokey - vocals gently creep lmido
ymbudmd:eeo:l:ﬂberludmu
grocery list and you care.’,
The crystal clear ptoducﬂoﬁ.
makes [t sound as through Baker s
sitting about ono lach from the mi-
and is chewing each phirave
aa It exits his mouth,

on,
ot object In the least a3 he dld with

Linda Ronstadt’s verslon of “All-
son.”
Fach song {eatures the marveloos
of Frank

LOVE AND

ROCKETS
— Love and
Rockets

Love and Rockets appears to have
1anded in a placa where no band of
their ilk has previous gooe before —
AOR radio. -

Whlle most woald yell sellout, this
British group appears to have done it
without compromising thelr
ty. “Love and Rockets,” their latest
release on RCA records, is a testa-
ment to that.

The drooe and the moan that have
become the hallmarks of the Love.
and Rockets sound are still here.
‘This album takes a natural progres.
siop, which the mast avant-garda
mhaterial s featored upfront. Then
with cach successive song. builds
Intoa plethorao!de.mhlem

John Leftwich oo bass, NI+
cola Stiloon guitar and Ralph Peo-
land oo dnuns.

Go now and look for The Smith’s-
style album cover, buy some wine,
lnvite your favorite romantic inter-
cst over, dim the lights and let Chet

take over,
~ Cormac Wright

l

pleta with mztnq sound eﬂm on
slds one offer a hint of what lies
ahead. Most of the material on lldu
one takes a fow listens to

The surrcal pature of nldo mm
roveals 2 bund mppﬂx\g with thelr
craft

Sido two consisis of a ot of songs
with an uncanny amount of books.

integrl- '

The markiness is there, but {3 mold-
ed Into some rather delectable tunes.
At the forefront of thls batch of

songs iz “I'm Allve.” Haunllng vo-
cals with a Carribean syntheslzer
beat mark this number. This Is not
the studge that Goth rock tdnds to
be. This song has made [t ¢n the play
list of several commercial radlo sta-
tlons, po small feat.

The galtar work pmlded by Dan-
{el Ash is nothing less than stunning,
craddlus with lLIe The vocals of

upcclnlly on the whispery ‘No
Words No Mare,” aro first rato as
well.

To their crodit, Love and Rockets
are abla to bring a new dimension to
techno music. This album has somo-

NAKED
MOVIE STAR
— Cindy Lee
Berryhill

In the rocmergence of the female |

numlumnslcdxcln.[tvuouly.
matter of tme before somecne
would come along {0 offer an alter-
uative to the artsy offerings of Su-
zanne Vega, the pain and woe of Tra-
¢y Chapman and the drawl scrawl of
Michclle Shocked.

heck.mnson:ym
oae tumber.

‘I'be mwdc itoelt, lhmuh,p;lca
kyriu! wit possemzed
whe writes all tbo

songs on thly effort. She draws
sketches lnstzad of writing songs,

« aibm grows nto

Darlmldmtmknmhtolhbanjo
strings/cot him 1owZ5 oW 23 ho.
could go/wound up at a swap nect |
in E1 Centro where I hear by's back |
£0 the ane-uan £How. :

While others might sing about ;
wbn\nmmkmnadmmm:
“13 Dollar Motal” Berrykil G.a-;

brooea In
mmnnd'crmb!mgmanuhc H
card room tabla”. - :
What starts out'cs an tozatiing )
Iyrhest fescinatiog. |
velco certalely pack wal- |

withacastof
For imtance in "0l Trombere

Routine” we meet Jack tnd Darlage

who bear no resemblancs fo Joha

- Cougar’s Jack and Diana. Tha couple

i
100z, After a fow listons, thiy alurn ¢
o ‘—LunvG'C-cT.r.Jri

i



