.Rouge Rescue
Volunteers free up river’s flow

By Joanno Mallszowskl
otaff writer

Every foot up the steep embank-
ment marked a victory for the 200-
odd Rouge Rescue ‘89 voluntecra in
Farmington Hills Saturday.

“This is like Hamburger Hill all
over agaln,” a voluateer shouted as a

6-8-foat log reached the crest of the
embankment, thanks to muddied and
strained volunteers.

But through the mud and the
strained muscles, ' volunteers —
many Farmiogton Hills employees
— talked of the progress-made in
Just a couple hours,

“Wheo I flrst came here, the wa-

Kelli Harvey of Rochester pulls debris from a detention pond .

on OCC'’s Orchard Ridge Campus during Rouge Rescue '89

Mike Rosen {foreground) of Southfield and Sue
Beattie of West Bloomtield help clsan a deten-
tion pond on the OCC Orchard Ridge Campus

Saturday. The pond is fod by the river.

works there.

Saturday. Rosen is an OCC student. Besttio’

ter waso't moving. Now it's mov-
ing,” sald planning commissioner
Mary Avery, participating In the an-
nual cleanup for the first time.
Taking a breather when he

«d to the flowing river, “This was a
big Jam. It was a dam dowm there.”

Exhausting, yes. Dirty, yes. Hot,
yes. But the volunteers made z good
time of the annual cleanup along the
river by the Farmington Ni
Home, on the southwest corner of
Folsom and Tuck.

“This is a first for me. Oh, I love
to get dirty,” sald Gerry Crossmyer,
grandimight at the Rnlghts of Co-
Jumbus, St. Francls Council, on
Middlebelt, south of Nine Mile, “This
is great. This is what it's all about."

‘THIS IS the flrst year the Knights
of Columbus added the Rouge Res-
cue to ts List of community projecta.
“They’ve taken six loads out of here
already,” Crosxmyer said, polnting
to big yellow Department of Public
Works trucks away debris
retrieved from the river by volun-
teers.

‘You bave to do it every year,”
snid Farmington Hills resident and
Friends of the Rouge member Fred
Harrison. “This 1s helping. It'l] scour
itself. It's self-cleaning.”

Though the Rouge has raw sewage
and toxic pollutant problems, the an-
nual cleanup day is specifically de-
signed to remove the debris, log

and other objects that pile up
In tke river and efther block it or ald
In changing its course.

When the river changes lts course
because of blockage, it erodes the
tiver banks and prevents the river's
natural abllitles to cleanse itself of
fecal contaminants.

“One little twig will start a bulld-
up. It’s a constant,” sald

who belleves the Rouge River kas a

bealthy future,
Unlike past years, when tires,
sleds and office chalrs accompanied
the debris hauled out of the river,
thia year was primarily log jams.
“The major jams we set out to get,
we have gotten out already,” said lo-
tor Jean Barrett,

public services )

“A lot of thls is pature-made, But
if you take care of It when it happens
— pull out stuf! whea you see it —
we can keep the water flowing,
Barrett sald.

OCC'’s clean-up effort
makes up for lost time

By Susan Buck
statf wrlter

Mother Nature smiled,

Cleaning the Rouge River was a
“win-win situation Saturday for thosa
who turned out at the clean-up slte
-on the Oakland Community College-
Orchard Rldge Campus in Farming-
.ton Hills,

Volunteers saw vislble proof that
ono person can, Indeed, make a dlf-
ference.

This was the second year of the
campus cleanup, south of 1696, be-
twoen Farmington Road and Ore-
hard Lake Rozd. A mile-long tribu-
tary winds through a portion of the
campus and Iocludes®a retention
pond. A ‘jogging/fitness trall lines
part of the tributary.

The Rougo Rescue ls four years
“old. Although OCC didn’t get in cn
_the ground-floor #ffort, voluniecrs
‘seemed determined to make up for
“lost time. By 9 am., 15 volunteers
showed up, about the same number
who came to the site for Rouge Res-
.cue 88, sald Mike Kadrolske, & coor-
dinator “who is superintendent of
OCC's bulldings and grounds,

“Last year, we didp't colncido
wlth tho samo day,” Kadrofske eaid.

Poor publlelty was another reason
for low turnout, be said.

EVEN 50, five 30-yard dump-
sters, supplied by Waste Manage-
ment of Michigan, were filled last
’lh?:n six were expected to be filled

ear.,
This year’s promotionn] effort was
buoyed by student government sup-
T$.

PO ,

Steve Thurlow, a biclogy instrue-
tor, offered extra ercdit to his sto-
dents who contributed several hours
of work,

Cathy Mote of Walled Lake, a sta-
dent in Thurlow’s “Man and the En-
vironment” ook him up on the
offer. “He told us that we could get
30 polnts or what ls equivalent to a
day’s Iab,” she sald.

Debris filters down, north of cam-
g]ustoulmthltblomuwhltlco—

c. .

“Wea've already.got four signs,
garbage can lds, kid's toys and a
seven-foot-long chunk of telephope
pole,”” sald Kadrofske, knee-deep In
water and wearing fishing waders.

‘Workers picked up where they left

olf last yenr and planned to cleara

large log jam on the western end.

Keith Turner, a student coordina-
tor from West Blootnfield, served as
a llaison between faculty and
Friends of the Rouge.

“People used to fish on the river
during the 1930s and 1940s," sald
Turser, a robotics student, as be
raked muck from the pond. ‘There’s
a blue heron that comes here every
mornleg around elght or nine o'clock
and will &t here until people come
along.”

GEORGE COMDEN, campus
buslness manager, also pliched in.
““Wo really had .the pits here, last
year,” be sald. *“What's hurting ns to-
day I3 the high water from the ro-
centraln.”

family, ¥ald Yael Goldbaum, an OCC
student uc‘tfvuu in campus 'bd,;:;
government. Her roother, Vickl,

tits on the Southfield City Councll,
has been actlve in Southfleld’s Rouge
:Leinup at Becch Woods Park, sho

“She's alwly:' been active politl
cally. We havo Rouge T-shirtz all
over, the housa,” ahe sald.

Bob Hall (Ie") of the Farmington Hills Parks

Monday, Juno 5. 1089 O&E

into a long-asmed Gradall machine operated

and Rocreation Department helps Bob Malloy by Dave Edwards, who is also a DPS employce.
of the Department of Public Services load logs

AT LEFT: Doug Waliter (fore-
ground) of Farmington wades
through the Rouge to pick up -
logs at the Farmington Hills
clean-up site near the Farm--
ington Nursing Home on Fol-
som Saturday morning. In the
background is Bil} Lockman, '
14, of Farmington Hills. The
city of Farmington Hills treat-
ed the volunteer workers to-
funch atter the morning river
rescue,

Staff photos

by
Randy Borst

When you open a checkin;f account at
First Federal of Michigan, we'll show you
something you may not be gelling from
your bank.

Interest.

4%9% annual interest? paid and com-
pounded monthly.

No charge per check. And your first 50
checks are free.

And if you maintain a $300 minimum
balance, there's no monthly service
charge.

enj

Open an account now and we'll even
pay you for your old checks, five cents
perunused check, up to 200.

Also, you can use your First Federal
Prestige® Card to access your account
through the Magic Line® (&) and Plus
System® 24-hour ATM networks. And
expanded Saturday drive-up
service at many offices.

For more information, call
toll free, 1-800-342-5336.
1t pays to think First. =

_ SInterest rates sublect to change without notice.
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