Gov. Warner
,Some lessons from the past

1 HAVEN'T bad a chance yet to
d:k Gov. Jim Blanchard if he has
tead Jean M. Fox's new blography of

M. Warper, first man ever
elected to three consecutive terms
h governor (1905-11).

+ Chances #re Blanchard either has
md it or already bas learned the
cnlchl lessons in the flnal chapter.

* Fred Warner? He gets little space
(n most state histories. A merchant,
¢heese manufacturer and banker, he
rosc from Farmington vlllage presi-
dent to state senator, secretary of
nal.e and the big job.

+ Warner was no “Idea man,” and

his forgettablo speeches had lttle
sparkle, but he was a tall, solid and
{rusted man, much like Jerry Ford,
+ Fox titles him “Progressive Gov-
érmor” because he advocated o0
many reforms: a primary for noml-
nation of US, senators, laws regulat-
ing rallroads and life insurance com-
panies, registration of lobbyists, tax-
atlon of telephone and telegraph
companles, the forerunnier of the De-
partment of Natural Resources, the
first highway department, labor
laws for women and children, facto-
ry ins) ons, and 50 on,

Warner's tenure covered the 1908
Constitutional Conventlon, and he
was a champlon of its advances —
notably city home ruls and the Hlne-
ftem veto, my personal favorites.

'WHY, THEN, does Warner get so
iittle racognition, particularly com-
pared to his flash-in-the-pan succes-
sor?

Jean Fox, a Farmington Hills elty
councilwoman and local historian, is
4 newspaper person as well as lusto—
rr buff, and she may bave put her

finger on it in the final chapter:

“Flrst, he was immedlately l’ol-
fowed by the charismatic
born who came equipped not only
wlth an ability to verballza jdeas and
grasp headlines, but also with the
first recorded gubernatoria) press
agent, Frank Knox, . .

<“Moat of {Osborn's) ‘reforms’ were
outgrowths of hard-fought political
battles waged by his predecessor.”

.Warner’s times were tranqull
compared to the ensuing World War
1, depression and growth of the auto
industry. Hlstorlans, she says, tend
0 “focus on the history of labor and
Industrial might."

of 1 of boll-

; Tim
.« Richard

IF BLANCHARD hasa't read the
Warner blography, he certalnly
knows about Osborn. He told me so
himself several years ago alter a
chilly parade in Munising.

“I'm the first gavernor since
Chase S, Osborn to carry all 15 coun-
per Penlnsula,” be sald.

history buff who
would be a formidable contestant on
“Jeapardy.”

Republicans are attacking Demo-
crat Blanchard precisely becauso his
stalf 13 30 good at public relations.

‘They accuse him of using the Com-
merce Department budget to pro-
mote his administration rather than
the state; of “glitz"” and ribbon cut-
ting rather than cost cutting; of pro-
ducing “photo opportunities” instead

Though

Every so often someone comes
along who sorts through all the
cobwebs and makes some sense out
of our eternally confused planet.

‘The other day, Michigan Supreme
Court Justice Dennis Archer did just
that.

Hopefully, his message will get
around. Today's column Is an at-
tempt to ald the endeavor.

Archer’s audience was Birming-
ham Seaholm students who live in a
district which of late has been sin-
gled out for its incidents of racial ln-
tolerance. Archer was frank and
polnted in his remarks.

THE SUBSTANCE of his remarks
— we have been lying to ourselves
ang our children about the history of
this country and it's about time we
stop. Oh, the justice wasn't quite that
harsh. He i3 a politician. Columnists

.

t.
“Unless there !s a change In the

Ing &n alphabet soup of GAIN, MET
and TIP rather than golng after the
billion-dollar road problems,

The State Capilol press corpa
grouses that Blanchard bypasses
them In favor of local media. I've
registered my own complalnt — that
his state of the state speech was de-
signed as a C-SPAN television extra-
vaganza rather than a solid outline
of his programs,

THE INCUMBENT governor,
whether or not he has read Jean Fox,
bas learned the lesson.

Making history is more than doing
good. 1t's making what you do ap-
pear good and seeing that you get
credit for doing good — now,

Blanchard, like Osborn, Intends
cement his reputation while be's nm
in office, not take a chance that a
nice hdy lke Jean Fox will resur-
rect his memory 78 years after-
wards.

T¥m Richard {s director of the
Suburban Communications Corp.
News Service. SCC is the parent
company of the Observer & Ec-
centric Newspapers.

truth hurts, students must know
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Tunnel leads to moral

THIS IS & tale of (wo large bu-
reaucracies trylng to make ends
meet.

But not in the way you think.

I it tough umeslnl.heulude—
partment? Too many expenses and
not enough revenue to pay the blils?
Maybe n company on the brink of

No, mz’: not it.

‘This [s about a $2 miltion pedestri-
an tunoel in Chicago — probably
budgeted at half that when the

* state government offlce bullding.

City contractors started digging at
one end, while those hired by the
state of Ilinols shoveled at the other,
They’ve now reached the middle and
discovered someone was & bit off oo
the calculations.

The state’s balf of the tunnel is
nlpe inches lower and eight inches to
one side of the city’s segment. They
don't quite match up — to the tune
of $309,000, one of those little extra
billa for taxpayers trying to “make
ends meet” In more important ways.

THE STATE blames the city and

the city blames the state.  call It the
ultimate {n bureaucratic inefficien-
cy. The quuunn lx: ‘hy dldn't one

engineering  staf! contractor
work oo the umnel and have the
other governmental unit relmburse

them?

‘That would be too easy. Obviously,
each thought they conld do a better
job, 50 the whole effort was botched.

1t's comical. i we don't
lzugh about it, we'll cry.

“It's very

architect told reporiers. “Profes-
sionals aren’t supposed to make mis-
like this.”

takes

Pedestrians will remember thelr
goof each time they step up midway
lhmﬁt:u e tunnel to get to Chicago

ity
‘The project is already some four
years behind schedule, but is due to

** one clty-

Job yourself to ensure It gets done,” |
or, “the more you dlg, the deeper in

H
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trouble you get” !

government
reaucracles have found mmd.l nl
working well togetber — it's com- |

coordinate, they .
get together and do what is most ;
cost efficient and timely for lhe
project and taxpayers,

Usually, whoever can uet the lw-.
est quote coordinates the job, with -
medtyvrwwmhlpwmtytﬁnr

for thelr portion of the:

project. .
Just who's running these big cities -
and states, and making I.bue big dot-
lar decisions anyway? That's the ;
millon-dollar question,
Casey Hansisa nq!!wnter!ar B
the Farmington Ob:

¥ steve
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direction this country ia , the
lifestyle that many of you take for
granted will not the be same. Unleas
you, beginning today, lnvest I your
future, many of you, as profession-
als, will face a bleak future,” he
warned.

The change, he notes, must be
based on a school system that teach-
es the history of all peoples in our
country, Without that, racial, ethnlc
and class Intolerance will contioue
and, so too, will the growth of the
underclass -~ black and white —

Chack out your child’s history o oot 0 ey reason for
book to see what they're learning. were Japanese.
weren't

which provides the majority of labor
iz our country,

“The princlpal reason for racial
problems,” be said,"is a lack of edu-
cation.” And the majority in this
country must learn about the history
and heritage of minoritles.

BUT WE rarely do.

The other day, I grazed through
my daughter’s eighth grade histery
book to see what she was learning —
or should I say what she was missing
out on.

The text did deal rather frankly
with some of the very major socizal
problems we have experienced In the
US. But In other areas I was sad-
dened.

Check out your child’s history
book to see what they're learning.
For instance:

® We, too smugly, gaze at the tar-
moll in China. But too few of us re-
member the fate of the bomus
marchers who

the
. lawns of Washingten D.C. When
President Herbert Hoover had
enough of the World Warlvetenm.
be called in the troops, led by Genar-
al Douglas MacArthur and assisted
by Dwight D, Etsenhower, who bru-

+ tally evicted them.
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