Enlightened employers
Mentally retarded prove ‘dependable on the job
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Danny Goff (foreground) and his wife, Patty, owners of the
Mama Locricchio r n Far Hills, are
with Jerry’s attitude and work.

By Janlcs Brunson
stolf writer

In the three months Jerry has
been washing dishes at Mama Lo-
cricchlo's in Farmington Rills, the
“whole atmosphere” in the kitchen
has changed.

“The kid's always smiling. He puts
te nto pers;

Golf who, with wife Pat, owns the
Itallon catery named after Pat's 88-
year-old grandmother.

Jerry is employed by the Goff's
through a state and county-funded

program

by the Southfleld-based Jewlsh Vo-
cational Service (JVS) and aimed at
the mentally impalred. Jerry, 35,
was born with Downs His

zens” are deposited at Olga's Kitch-
en in Birmingham.-They constitute
one-fourth of the entire work force
cmployed by the restaurant, accord-
ing to manager Jim Smith.

“We got ctarted four years ago,
when we had a great employee need
in Blrmlngham that we coulda't £ill
oursclves,” Smith sald, Olga's, a na-
tlenal chaln, also employs the men-
taliy handlcapped in other locatlons.

Of the 10 employees In Blrming-
ham, seven arc stlll in trainlng.
Thelr wages are paid by JVS. Three
are regular employees at Olga’s and
another four have been hired by the
Big Chill, the Lemon Peel and Mar-
ty's Cookles, all of Blrmlngham.

MMI Inc, in Southfield, a manu-
{ Ing firm that prod medl-

guardlan asked that Jerry's last
name not be used.

Prior to the present job, Jerry
worked for Ruby D's io West Bloom-
lield. When that restaurant weat out
of business, Jerry lost his job and
had precious few prospects for find-
Iog a new posltion.

THE GOFF'S were asked to par-
ticipate in the JVS program because
thelr restaurant is localed pear the
condominium where Jerry lives in-
dependently, enabllng hilm to walk to
worl

cal cquipment, has employed mea-
tally handicapped and the aged for
some 15 years, since owner Martln
Mattler observed such a program
almed at providing therapy for the
elderly,

“I FELT WE had something they
(mentally Impaired) could do, mental
type that for them are chal-
lenging. There's no stress involved.
They work at thelr own speed, what-
ever they can turn out,” Maltler
safd.

Presently, a half-dozen mentally
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Jerry, who is
Mama Locricghio's.

ronment. Supported employment of-
fers meaningful ectivity, matn-
strcams the mentally handicapped
Into soclety and provides them with
carned income.

"It allows them to function In the
least restrictive setting where they
are best able to maximize thelr own
potential,” Reaume sald.

Presently, some 18 employers in
southern Oakland County participate
in the JVS program, employlag an

They jumped at the

“Finding dependable help is rough,
the roughest part” of owning a res-
taurant, Danoy Golf sald, and the
mentally bandicapped have proven
to him they are “very dependable.”
Goff's dishwasher the past dozen
years at the Mama Locricchio’s in
Detrolt Is retarded.

EACH DAY, 10 “handleapped citl-

work on the pany’s
assembly lne with 50 regular em-
ployees, produclng catheters and
other items for use in.hospital ra-
dlotogy laboratories,

SUPPORTED EMPLOYMENT is
a “continuatlon of the process to
close institutions,” according to Mi-
chael Reaume who oversces the JVS
program. When institutlons started
closing doors in the 19703, the men-
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tally imp had few or
options outside the institutional envi-

50 workers In eotry-level
service jobs or assembly line posi-
tons. They earn up to $4.50 an hour,
depending upon whether they are
still in tralning or have been hired as
a regular employee.

UNDER THE MMI contract, for
example, supported employees are
pald on the basis of production or
bow many iterns are completed.

Employers are elther solicited ba-
cause of Jocation, like Mama Locric-
chlo’s, or hear about the program by

eord of mouth and inquire into it,
according to Reaumne.

Olga’s inquired, Smith said. And
public response since has been “very
positive,” people expressing support
for employment of the retarded.
Most who bring up the subject know
someone who Is mentally impaired,
Smith added.

Recently, Olga’s in Birmingham
was samed Employer of the Year by
the Qakland County Retarded Citi-
zens Assoclation. .

DAY 1S DONE at Locricehlo's, at
least for Jeery on this day. His dishes
are washed. He has dried them and
put them away.

He signals to the others that his
work 1s done and he is ready to eat.
He claps his hands n glee.

“We just love him to death,” the
Golfs chorus in response. And as
sure as the sun will risc tomorrow,
Jerry will again be on the job, taking
pride in his work.
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