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Clarenceville schools do measure up

The writer, Alan MacNeill, is a
Farmington Hills resident,

I HAVE been watching and hear-
ing about the controversy surround-
ing the Clarenceville School District
{or some time now,

1 have heard about the petition to
dissolve the distrlct, and I have
heard the arguments for the dissolu-
tlon. I have also apent my last aix
years in the district a3 a student, so I
fecl qualifled to state my opinlons.

The people who wish to dlssolve
the distrlct have one main polnt. It is
that the district cannot educate their
children as well as a forger dlstrict.

1 would like to counter this point. ¥
moved Into Clarencevlile just before
beginning my seventh grade year.

At first, T felt that the small dis.
trict would Inhiblt my educational

progress. Not so, I di d that
the high school's offerings more than
allowed me to fill my schedule with
classes that challenged my mind.

IN FACT, my senlor year, gener-
ally accepted a3 a year in which stu-
dents take classes such as bask-
etweaving, I have taken phystcs, ad-
vanced compasition, werld history,
government and International reta-
ttons, among my class selections.

There are those who belleve that it
Is Impossible to achleve ln a smalt
schoo! like Clarencevllle. I personal-
ly can refute that Among

guest
column

mates are attending prestiglous col-
leges and universitles on a scholar-
ship of some sort,

Any dlsadvantage caused by the
small slze, such as the x‘llngod lack

my honors recclved are Observer-
Eccentric Academic All-Star, Na-
tional Merlt Scholar, i

of k, 13 more
than taken carc of by the district.
‘The district has a program where, if

n
MSU's Alumnl Distingulshed Schot-
arshlp Competition and many other
awards of academic excellence. I
am not alone; many of my class-

you have the work in a
subject area, you can attend classes

at a loca! communily college, and’

the district will both give you high
school credlt and pay for the classes

Suburbs, city indeed intertwined

WHETHER OR NOT Tom Bar-
row i3 the best candidate for mayor
of Detroit is up for grabs. But he Is
on target in hls conviction that “the
suburbs and Detrolt are inexplleably
intertwined.”

But how to make the people of the
suburbs realize that and care for and
work for Detralt as they do for thelr

own communities is the heart of the *

problem.

Barrow penetrated the suburbs
Monday to both physically and ver-
batly make his point.

lIn an intervlew over lunch at

P n
Hills, he sald that the caring Is there.
Much of suburbia came from De-
trolt. “They care about that old
neighborhood,” Barrow Insists.

And “It's not just white people,
there are tremendous numbers of
blacks who have left Detrolt.”

BARROW SAYS:

@ “They may live in Blrming-
ham, but they work at that law flrm
in Detrolt — or they own property
there.”

® “Even though you llve in South-
tleld, you've got a stake In what hap-
pens a half mile away.”

® “Every single (suburban) may-
or has a stake,whether it's the water
or sewer systems. They can all think
they're an (sland, but they're not.”

As a former northwest Detrolter

Judith
Doner
Berne

and Mumford Righ School graduate,
1 agree that the caring is there. It ks
reassuring that my old Sherwood
Forest nelghborhood 1s intact as far
as Its homes.

But Livernois and Seven Mile
Road, which uscd to be known as the
Avenue of Fashion, could bardly be
called that today. And people no
longer move to Sherwood Forest so
thelr children can attend Hampton
and Durfee and Mumford. Those
chlldren, now parents themsclves,
want Lone Plne, West Hills and An-
dover. And those with school-age
chlldren In Sherwood Forest send
them off to private and parochial
schools.

All that's upsetting.

BARROW WOULD play on that
nostalgla In reaching out to bridge
the gulf between Detroit and its sub-
urbs.

He says he wants to bring back
Washington Boulevard which once
was flanked by two grand hotels,

with posh stores In between. He
wants not just a riverfront or a
Greektown or a Fox Theatre, but a
vlable shopping, entertainment, busi-
ness district connecting them.

But nostalgla and caring from
afar is not enough. Detrolt no longer
reflects what suburbanites want. To
change that, whites must be brought
back Into Detroit's political system.

Barrow understands that, al-
though he says blacks who subscribe
to thls are called Uncle Toms, while
whites who say It arc labeled racists.

But there is no doubt that subur-
ban Detrolters, black and white,
must buy Into Detrolt's plight and
make it thelr own If the clty Is to
come back,

DETROIT MUST be made crime-
free, drugfree and its schools
brought up to snuff, then businesses
and people will move back and there
will be the press from the suburbs —
not just the clty — for a safe, clean,
cfficient public transportation sys-
tem to get Lo this dynamic city.

Citles which are viable have di-
verse populatlons, and leadership
which reflects that. And that goes
for suburbs too.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor for the Oakland
County Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers.
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you take,

1In the last year, cight C'ville stu-
dents utilized this olfering in one
way or another, One even acq!
enough transferable credit to be
classilied as a second-semester
{freshman upon admitiance to
Northwestern University,

The small size has dlrect advan-
tages also. If a student is into extra-
cdrricular activities, there is little
competition for space, and almost no
students are ever cut from a sport
because of lack of sklll. 1 myself was
able to learn to play tennis on the
chool's team, without any outside
lessons a feat unaccomplishable in a
large school where you must have

two years of experience to get a shot
ataJVsport.
ACADEMICALLY, THE small

size bhas Incredible benefita. Top-of-

Give gift of

IT'S A BLOODY shame more peo-
ple don't give when the American
Red Cross calls,

Those of us at the Observer & Ec-
centrie were called vpon this week.
Things had just atarted to slow down
as 1 entered the “bloodmobile” set
up in a conference room at our cor-
porate offices in Livonla Monday.
“All the beds have been full untll
now,” one hurse sald.

They were stlll not pleased about
the brief rellef. They would have
preferred a steady flow of people —
and blood.

Nurses safd they were hoplng for
donations of 40 plnts during our an-
nual blood drive. They had to have a
minimum of 30 in order to come
back next year. By | p.m. they had
21 pints. It looked promising.

I'VE ONLY recently been able to
donate blood because of a decent
Iron content and & few added pounds,

I tried in college and a few times
thereafter — it was no go. Finally, I
tricd again last year and got the
green light. Iron was good, weight
was OK, and they told me my dona-
tlon was done In “‘record time.”

Then the ultlmate fear of any
first-time donor came true — just as
I began to enfoy the free julce and
cookies, I fainted.

“'So what?" I thought this year as I
made the appointment. Maybe I'll

the-line classes are small, allowing
for invigorating and Instructional
clasy discussions and debates. The
administration is accessible. If you
bave a problem, yon can see a coun-
selor, or even the principal, with ei-
ther no walt at all, or at most a very
short wait.

In a large district, the board of ed-
ucation does not have the time io lis-
ten to students' concerns on lxsues.

In Clarenceville, students are able
to go before the board with propos-
als, and state thelr opinions oo [m-
portant Issues. When was the last
time a student in Detrolt went be-
fore the school board to argue
against one of thelr proposals?

have discovered that a small
school s so great for an

gan State Unlversity, a declalon that}
I never would have made six years

ago,
It al) of these benefits do not ap-
peal to those who believe (n dissolu-
tlon of the district, there are other
options. Private schools are accept-
able, and U you insist on public edu-
cation, then may I suggest that you
move out of the district Into the
large school of your dreams. Don't
g0 and screw up our district to ap-
pease yourselves,

Students want to attend Clarence-
ville, That fact is shown by the many
students who entered the district
{rom outside whexn a tuition plan was
begun. Those students are remaining
pext year, even though the tultion is

that I have opted to attend a 500-
student school in Illinois, over Michi-

life today

‘People have to realize
that there’s no other
source for this
medicine.’

— Red Cross official

need an ice pack and more rest time
than the others. Things got a little
queasy, but I dldn’t faint 2nd the out-
come was worth it.

The Red Cross had another pint of
blood for someone In need, and I was
proud to glve.

THE RED CROSS needs 1,000
pints of blood per day for the Detroit
area, “The bottom line for any blood
drive Is the commuaity,” one region-
al representative sald. “People have
to realize that there's no other
souree for this medicine.”

e Red Cross s just entering a
slow period for blood donations,
which will continue throughout the
summer for Oakland, Wayne, Wash-
tenaw and St. Clair countles.

belng
Alan MacNeill,
Farmington Hills

blood

Noreen Peterson of the Red Cross!
public affairs office puts the effort]
in perspective: A three-day supply of}
O-positive blood Is 920 plots, of]
which the Red Cross currently has,
253 on Lhe shell. A three-day supply]
of O-negative blood ks 208 plota, "V]n'l.-
have 25," she said.

‘The ssue really hit home for me]
iast year when my motber was hosd
pitallzed shortly before she died. I|
watched the massive amounta of
btlood needed to stablized ber condi4
tlon, thought about the highly publi
cized blood shortage and knew It was
time for me to do my part. .

Petersen suggests to those of ns
who are queasy, to consider those wej
are helplng. “Think about the patientf
who's going to benefit from It” sha
said. |

She tells of @ woman who Hadj
complications from a pregnancy and)
needed 170 plnts of blood. “Thanks,
to 170 people, she was able to go
home to her baby and herfamily,"
Peterson sald.

How about you? A person can give
blood every elight weeks, but td
more than five times in a year,

To make an appointment tq
donate, call 494-2800. Companles
and other groups that want to set uf
a drive can call 4942780,

Casey Hans is a staff writer for
the Farmington Observer. N

Perhaps Charlton Heston
cut a more imposing figure
during the cheriot mce in
Ben-Hur.

But drivers like Danny
van, Bobby Rahal and Al Unser,
Jr., will make the competition
just as exciting at this ye

Valvoline Detroit Grand Prix.
Because a $100,000 prize for
the winner is a beteer incentive
for a good race than a visit 10
the lions for the losers, And
the chariots are a lot more
interesting because they’re
powered by a few more horses.

So get your tickets now
and set aside June 16-18 for .
the fastest action this side of .
the Coliseum. a
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