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Winemakers’ choice
In beer is the imports

1 am not cntirely sure this Is true,
but it is said that winemakers drink
more beer per capita than members
of any other profession.

Wholly true or not, I know from
observation and associatlon (hat
they do drink a lot of brew. What
better way to cleanse the palate and
nose than with a hefty draught —
frothy, cool and relatively slmple.

These men and, Increasingly,
women who earn (belr living by thelr
palates, what do they drink when
they drink beer? A non-systematic
survey vla my memery s that very
few drink standard, domestic beer.

ENGLISH, GERMAN and Canadi-
an are most popular with them,
beers of greater body and substance.
Refrigerators are stocked most of-
ten with Becks, Labatts, Watneys,
0 Peculiar and Molson. No “Colo~
rado Kool- Afd" for them,

I am moved lo this discourse by
the most recent trend in Ametican
drinking preferences, this time with
beer rather than wine (though the
parailels are obvious).

The new siyle of beer-making that
may be catching on — at least it Is
being test-marketed heavily — Is
called “dry.” It is presently belng
made by Michelob and 01d Style, is
advertised heavlly and ing
watched closcly by the Industry.

AND, IT MUST now be reported,
the dry beers taste just about llke
every other light Amerlcan beer.
Both Initlal American efforts are va-
pld, simple and certalnly not dry,
whatever that would be — hardly
fare

and some domestic makers took
note. However, true to form, the
American products are much lighter
than the Asahl. It is now dlfftcult to
know what a true dry beer Is like, so
dlfferent are the products under the
name,

For the record, production meth-
ods are the same, beer is simply
cooked longer than standard beer,
converting more of the natural sug-
ars. Hence, the termdry [s usu-
ally to mean the absence of sugars,

It is hoped that the next domestlc
brewer who enters the field does not
also add as a punchline to his com-
merclals: “It doesn't get any better
than this.” Tt does,

FORTUNATELY, ALL American
breweries do not adhere io the keep-
it-simple-and-light principle. Even
Coars, producers normally of some
of the most tasteless beer In all the
warld, exceeded only by the quality
of its commerclals, has demonstrat-
ed that It clearly has the skill to
make a beverage of substance,

For the last couple of years, it has
produced during the cold months a
Winterfest, warm and full of flavor,
And all year long it makes Killian
Irish Red, a most tasty experience.

Another encouraging aign of the
brewing times Is the ng fre-
quency of so-called mlero-breweries
across the nation. They are deflned
by their slze/production and tend to
produce, at immodest but apparent-
1y justifled prices, beers of Indlvidu-
allty and character,

MOST OF them are motivated to
get Into this buslness, it ls reported,
to the lack of character

p to and

others who ltke the taste of some-
thing in their mouths.
+ Ever cager to sponsor the novel in
order to capture the attention of the
consumer, brewers have gone a step
beyond light: less flavor and more
calories and aleohol,

Making dry beer began In Japan
(General Motors readers take note).
The Asahi brewery recently began
exporting its dry beer into the Unlt-
od States,

THIS ENTRY has been very suc-
cesstul, full of body and maltiness —
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In many domestic beers that flood
our markets. I am aware of micro-
breweries in Kalamazoo, Chelsea
and Frankenmuth (though the last
may be blt large to qualify) in Michi-
“gan, all available In select outlets In
the Detrolt area.
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things to do
Continugd from Page Brecht Company Producing Direc- @ ‘WAYNESVILLE TRILOGY’

21, Super Rocks of Lhe '60s featuring
Gary Lewls and the Playboys,
Dennls Yost and the Classics Four,
Billy J. Kramer and the Dakotas,
Sonny Geracl and the Outsiders;
Wednesday, Aug. 23, Lee Green-
wood, and Sunday, Aug. 27, Smokey
Robinson. Five addltlonal nights of
o] ile Stage will be

tor Bob Brown has ansounced that
Arthur Strimling and Diane Dowllng
of New York's Ballad Theatre will
Join forces with the Brecht Company
for its upcoming 10th anniversary
production of the Bertolt Brecht and
Kurt Welll ctassic “The Threepeany
Opera.,” The Brecht Company will
present a low-cost preview of “The
Th a” on Thursday,

announced at a later date. Perfor-
mances begin each evening at 8 pm.
All 10 nights of Oldsmoblle Stage
concerts and all 10 days of other
Michigan Festlyal performances and

{ a with the

1t Is also possible, in P
Detrolt, to buy {rom the Boulder
Brewery of Colorado, makers of at
least four malt varietles. Al] very

y.

THE SIERRA-NEVADA Brewery
In Callfornla is nationally the best
known, with a fairly wide distribu.
tlon, though the Detroit area is un-
fortunately beyond Its range. How-
ever, Lhat beermaker’s products are
wldely available in the western part
of the Unlted States,

Worth secking out when one is in
the West are brewerles in Hopland
(Mendocino  County), Healdsburg
(Sonoma County} and Callstoga
(Napa County), all in the North Coast
reglon of California.

Both Seattle and Portland boast
several small brewerles of high dls-
tinctlon. Indeed, I vividly recall not
00 long ago baving Sunday brunch
in the prestigious Heathman Hotel in
downtown Portland and drinking
small quantities of elght tocally pro- «
duced beers and ales.

No, 1 do not recall what I had to
eat.
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at's Meow Band

re
purchase of a Michlgan Festival but-
ton for $8 before Lhe festival and $10
at the events. Buttons can be ob-
talned by calllng Mondays-Fridays
from 10 am. to 6 p.m. at 355-8686 or
toll-free ln Michigan, 1-800-WHAR-
‘TON, with Visa or Mastercard.

® ‘THREEPENNY OPERA’

June 15, before officlally opening Lhe
production on Friday, June 16.
‘Thercafter, performances will run
Thursdays-Saturdays at 8 p.m. and
Sundays at 2 p.m., through July 9.
All performances will be at the Resl-
dential College Auditorjum in Ann
Arbor. Tickets are $4 for the pre-
view, $10 Fridays-Saturdays and $8
on Thursdays and Sundays. Student
Rush discounts are avallable at the
door only. Advance tickets are on
sale at the Michigan Theatre Box
Offlce in Ann Arbor or by calling
668-8397.

- ‘llamis. miniature donkeys..QYgry goa
", silky chiclens, orid"a myniatare horse.. ;

CTRY the' new:speed'siide
' the old favorites

Performance Network of Ana As-
bor presents Al Sjoerdsma's
“Waynesville Trilogy: 1 and 2. Death
Drinks a Beer and That'll Be The
Day," Thursday, June 15, through
Sunday, June 25, Performances are
at 8 p.m. Thursdays-Saturdays and
6:30 p.m. Sundays. Tickets are $6 for
all seats. Call 663-0681 for reserva-

ons.

® FUN, GAMES

The Westland Festlval will be held
frem Friday, June 30, through Tues-
day, July 4. Otfered will be carnival
rides, milllonaires' party, car show,
children's games and adult events.
Featured on the maln stage will be
the United Band; Guy and the Del-
rocks; Sea Cruise; the Waco Country
Band, the Blue Water Band, and Tra-
cey Lynne and the Mountain Ex-
press, For information on the festl.
val, call 729-1732.
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the rhythm of
Watch Over Me.”

Love, filrtation and

Subscribe
1989-90 Subscription Season

See six great plays — for the price of five.
u Recelve 20% discount at selected area restaurants
m Recelve convenlent free parking

September 19 thru October 22
The 1988 Pulitzer Prize comedy
hersplrited black chauffeur. It'sah

ow

about a peppery Southeni widow and
Ing. affec i

experience,

Sidesplitting comedy-and songs In thls infectiously funny high school reunlon.
1t's a hoot and a howll DIRECT FROM NEW YORK — A DETROIT PREMIERE

ber 30 thru F 4

dgety Feet” and -

February 14 thru March 18

Deceml ‘ebruary

The "Roaring 20s.” flappers and the Charleston
will start your toes tapping and you

classic Gershwin songs including
meone To

rheart singing to

April 3 thruMay 6
Trapped ina Greenwich Village apartment with three
desperate crooks! This suspense thriller will keep

you on the edge of your seat!

May 16 thru June 17
A glowing theatrical supershow filled with

‘ . emotion and meaning.
&8} 313) 644_9225 A Biblicat mm,:x

SEASON OPENS SEPT. 19 Mastercard 8 Visa

antics In two sg‘ﬂsh
Frothy and sophisticated. A DETROIT PREMIERE.

Y.

Yes, | want to subscribe.

Times and Prices subscription boxoffice name
Wed. matince .. $9B50  Ligress
13550
Tues. Wed. Thurs, 13sso  Clystate.zip -
Senday <. . 13550, home phone olfice
. Friday & Saturday . 16100 san exp. date
"Flays and casts ase subject to avaRabiity. Subsciiptions
are purchased and lisued subject to the poliles, rules and  signature {If credit card)
utations of The Birmingham Theatre. Subscriptions. e 31
ather season tickets are not refundable, Ticket exchanges  check endlosed $
must be made at least 24 hours In advance. hoice of o of seats .
ol to: - BIRMINGHAM THEATRE “ Y PO ———o——
211 5. Woodward Ave, evening of matinee
Birmingham, M! 48009 ot
. - § L ;



