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Program features all Michigan composers

A speclal event saluting Michlgan

. composers at the Detroit Public Li-

brary attracted a good-sized audi-
cence for a program of this kind.
Amorng muslcal occupations, corn-
posing s probably the most thank-
Iess. Composition s among the few
ficlds in which onc has to compete
for attentlon with legends from the
past, in addltion to the flerce compe-
tition of the present gercration. This
Is a major aspect one has to keep n
mind when attempting to evaluate
such new, untested works.
. 1 found some of the works to be
impressive while others failed to
reach me. Taste is, of course, a per-
sona) matter. When approaching
.new art, it ls important to know
when to take certain things with a
graln of salt,

THE MOST substantial works In
terms of length were the opening
and final selcctions.

The first, “An Epistomalogy of the
Plancts" by Wesley Fishwick, brings
to mind another work deallng with
the same subject — that of Holst.
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Hawever, the subject matter is about
the only thing these worlu kave In
common.

Fishwick's work [s for plano and
soprano, based on text by Annie Dil-
lard. It emphasizes the astrologleal
concepts of the plaucts, Including
Pluto, which wasn't dlscovered when
Holst's work was written.

The slnging was by soprano Bon-
nie Brooks, with Fishwlck at the pi-
ano and Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra musleian Hoden McKay playing
the cello. Fishwick, who teaches pl-
ano at Macomb County Community
Callege, studied with Mischa Kottler,
who was present.

ANOTHER FORMER Kottler stu-

dent was Lettie Beekon Alston, who
presented four short pleces with
soprane Glenda Kirkland. The plano
role, performed by Alston, featured
the non-standard technique of pluck-
ing the strings manually and gratiog
on the strings with the fingernalls,

“I don't recall having ever taught
her to play like that,” Kottler said.

Other works on the program were
by James Hartway, Leslie Baessett
and Anthony fannaconne. Hartway, a
composer and leacher at Wayne
State, has had his works performed
by lhc DSO, among them “Citys-
ca

His work on this program, “City
Sketches,” consists of flve city
scenes, fnspired by

Brahms sonata would

By Avigdor Zaromp
staff writer

Among the cherished traditlons of
the Shaarey Zedek Bynagogue [s the
annval concert series established by
Peter and Clara 8. Slace

the last moment. Judglng by hls
fluent and authoritative perform-

Other selectlons were by Popper,
Brul:l\, Btock, de Fatla, Casals, Rim-

ance, he was familiar
with the {tems on (hls program,
some of which were rare and unusu-
al.

ted, much of the music

1980, thls series has preseated some
flne artists (o large audiences.

The artlst this time was Israell-
born cellist Ofra Harnoy. This 24-
year-old, talented musiclan, present-
1y living in Canada, has already ac-
complished what many aspirng
artlsts only dream about. When Ls-
tening to her performance, the rea-
son becomes clear,

Her accompanist was supposed to
be Bernle Katz, who i3 well known In
this area. However, he had to cancel
and was replaced by Bert Anton,
who was flown In from Tornoto at

As
was based on~Jewlsh themes. Open-
ing with “N'ila" by Leon Zuckert,
who wrote this work when he was 12,
Harnoy proceeded to reveal a world
that is uldnm touched. “N'ila” is the
concluding _prayer followlng the
tradltional Yam Kippur services.

Another item that s obscure to
most of us, has a speclal meaning to |
Harnoy. Thls was a sonata by Glick,
a leading Canadian composer, that
was dedicated to her. The work, us-
Ing some contemporary ldloms, is,
nevertheless, tonal and accessible to
the average listener.

and Krelsler. In most
of these works, Harnoy's command
of the Instrument and artlstic matu-
rity were remarkable. The ¢larity of
tone and depth of expression were
cnhanced by tn(ense pemnul i
ne
was in Bruch's "Knl Nldml " The
performance, while technically cor-
rect, sounded aloof and detached.
Among the more established
works featuring Jewish themes [s
Bloch’s masterful rhapsody “Shelo-
mo,”" for cello and orchestra. The
name “Shelomo” is the Hebrew ver-
sion of the biblical king, Solomon, In
addltion to ‘the challenglng cello
part, this verslon demanded substan-
. tlal virtuosity for the piano, which
Incorporated the complex orchestral

Detrolt but.

which, according to Hartway, could
be regarded as unlversal,

Performed by Dorls Richards, pl-
ano, Chatlotte Merkerson, vlolln,
and Richard Flippo, cello, it ranged

. from the very dissonantic “Aban-

doned House” to the very willy and
contrapuntal "Festlval Weckend."

Bassett, on the Unlversity of Mich-
Igan lnculty, was represented with
“The Jade Garden,” a collection of
four songs with text by Matsuo
Basho.,

The contemporary style with some
unconventional piano technique was
supplemented by an almost Impres-
stonlstic expressivencss, It was ably
performed by pianist Joseph Gurt
and hls daughter, Naoml, soprano.

THE FINAL selection, the Arla
Concertante by Eastern Michigun
Unlversity facuity member Iaana-
conne, came closest to & cluslenl
structure. Gurt and cellist Jerome
Jellnek presented a most convincing
case for this exicnslve work.

The second part, Arlosa and Meta-
morphosis, featurcs a theme that
starts with a simple format under-
goes some most Ingenious devlop-
ments until it Is no longer recogniz-
able, at least not by somebody who
had never heard it before.

There |s substantial talent among
these Michlgan composers. They ull
descrve our respect for the cowrage
to chose such a dlfflcult occupation.

have helped

parts. This performance brought out
the intenslty of the work with its cll-
mactic helghts in xplle of the limita-
tlons Imposed by the absence of a
full archestra.

Among the non-Jewish, but popu-
lar, tidbits were a Spanlsh Dance by
de Falla, “Flight of the Bumble Bee”
by Rimsky Korsakov and Krelsler's
"L[ebﬂlnld " None of these was
written for cello, but this perform-
ance gave the works a certaln aura
of authentlclty, Perhaps best of all
was “Song of the Birds” by the leg-
endary celllst Pablo Casals, who fre-
quently presented it In his encares.

WHAT’S THE
SCO|

CHECK THE LOCAL SPORTS
SCENE IN TODAY'S EDITION

The popular Yiddlsh song, "Yid-
dishe Mamme,” is a source of much
nostalgla. But the audlence dldn't
join in with slngirg, in spite of en-
couragement to do so.

While attempting to cater to the
Jewlsh audlence, it was obvious that
Harnoy is versed In a much wider
repertotre. It would have been pref-
erable, In my view, If she had Includ-

at least one suhstantial sclection
by a great master, such as a Brahms
sonata. After all, the artistic appre-
ciation by a Jewlsh audlence lsn't
any lower than that of any other au-
dlence.
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