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Like father, like son
Being Little Al just fine with Unser

A1

By Dan O’Moara
statf writor ; " =
That the first Detrot P, Benne
g:z;n:u?gxmzﬁruggm on Father's ‘The reason | love indy au'o racln
1t brought to Motown — and cars is because itis a is the result of Indy cars belng made '
Farmlngton, too — one of the great- very precise form of to absorb such shocks. They are de- i

est and most recognizable father-son
names In Indy-car racing ~ that of
the Unsers.

Al Unser Jr., who slgned auto-
graphs during Grand Openlng cere-
monjes Thursday at the new Valvo-
line Instant Oil Change shop on
Grand River, admits he rarely does
an interview when he's not asked
about his famous father.

“I've never worried about it,” Al
Jr. sald, “becanse I'm very proud of
my dad, If I'm to remain the son of
four-time Indy winner Al Unser
that's cool. It doesn't bother me.”

After seven years of professlonal
racing, however, Al Jr. bas become
{amous, also. He no longer stands in
his father's shadow as he dld at the
start of hls career.

Littte Al has developed a fan fol-
lowing of hls own and a successful
career for himself. And, oh, has Al
Jr. become a suceess.

THE 27-YEAR-OLD Unser, who
won his first Indy-car race on Fa-
ther's Day In 1984, was No. 5 [n all-
time earnings with $4,495,553 enter-
ing the Detrait race, putting him
ahead of former Indy winners Danny
Sullivan and Johnny Rutherford,

The most-repeated quote from Al
Jr. concerns his father’s role in help-
ing hlm to learn the trade, “Dad

taught me everything I know,” he -

sald, “but he hasn't taught me every-
thing he knows.”
It was suggested to the younger

racing. And a street
course, where you
have walls on both
sides of you, is the
ultimate test of
precision.’

— Al Unser Jr.

indy-car driver

Unser, who s now recognlzed for his
own accomplishments more than he
is for having a famous father, could
probably teach hls dad a few tricks.

“I doubt it,” Al Jr.sald.

As a testimony to his rise in the
sport, Al Jr. came to Detroit as the
current polnt leader in the 1989 Indy
Car World Serles, having a smalt
lead over Rlck Mears, 59-55.

It Is a title Unser has never won.
He was the International Race of
Champions winner twice and has
been second in the CART-PPG seca-
son serjes twlce. In 1985, in the clos-
¢st Indy-car finlsh in history, Al Sr.
and Al Jr. finlshed 1-2 with one point
separating them.

‘“THIS IS the best start I've had,”
Al Jr. sald. “It's hard to stay up
there all year long. The points are
close and will remain close,

“It would be one of my llfclong
goals to win the champlonshlp. And,
of coursc, the other is to win Indy.”

Al Jr, was four laps from realizing
that goal, too, in the latest Indy 500.
He had overtaken race-long ieader
Emerson Fittipaldl, but a colislon
with the eventual winner sent him
splnning Into the wall and out of the
race.

“We went into Turn 3 — and he
came out and 1 didn't,” sald Unser,
who recelved $390,000 for flnishing
second. He added he has no animosl-
ty toward Fittlpaldi. “He's a com-
peititor and he'll remain the same.”

Since then, people who have scen
the tape of the crash are amazed
that Al Jr., while his car was demol-
ished, came away uninjured despite
travellng 230 miles per hour upon
impact.

Unser explained that survivablllity

signed to break apart, according to
Unser, with the cxceptlon of the
well-constructed cockplt that 30
miraculously protects drivers time
and again.

“I FELT pretty good about the
way I went into the wall,” he sald.
“That has a lot to do with the way
you come out of an aceldent.

“I ’knew I was going to hit [t back-
wards, and I was pretty confldent I
‘was not golng te be hurt, At that kind
of speed, if you hit the front end,
you're going to hurt your legs.”

AlJr. and the other Indy-car com-
petitors raced on the Detroit course
for the flrst time, but that was still
reason to expect Unser to do well
driving bls Team Valvollne Lola-
Chevralet In Sunday’s race,

He had won [lve comsecutive
CART raccs on street-circuit events.
In fact, all nine of his Indy-car ca-
reer victorles have been on road
courses, and he ks the nll-time money
leader in those races with $1,789,134.

“The reason ! love Indy cars is be-
cause It I3 a very precise form of
raclng,” Al Jr. said. “And a street
course, where you have walls on
both sldes of you, is the ultimate test
of precision,

“It's the Inside walls that causc a
problem, because you aim for an ex-
act spot on the Inside of the track
where you want to go through a turn.
If you miss that spot on an oval or a
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Milford nips Shamrocks

Neumann, will be joined by Hall

in Class A semifinal, 2-1

By Brad Emons
slaft writor

They went through thelr post-
game ritual, passing & baseball down
the line from player-to-player untll
pltcher Matt Carter, the last link,
slam-dunked it Into a canvas bag.

It was only fitting that Carter, a
senior left-hander, would do tho hon-
ors after he outdueled Redford Cath-
olic Central nce Leo Hutchinson, giv-
ing Mllford a 21 victory agalnst the
Shamrocks in the state Class A seml-
gnn{s Friday at Lansing’s Municipal

ark.

*We started dolng that (routine) a
few games ago and ha (Carter) was
the obvious cholce today,” sald Mil-
ford coach Mlike Shearer, who spent
the previous 13 seasons at Livoala
Clarenceville. “That's only one run
that Matt has glven up now in 17 Inn-
Ings.”

Tho chilly 9§ a.m. start may have
had an effect on the lack of punch
dellvered from the plate,

“baseball
Carter, who struck out aix, while

scaltering four hits and flve walks,
ran his record to 12-2 with the victo-

ry.

And while Carter was deserving of
the win, Hutchinson's performance
way nearly a masterpicce, even in
defeat.

THE SENIOR LEFT-HANDER,
possessing an effective fastball, was
the victim of two uncarned runs. He
finished his six-inning stint with no
walks and five strikcouts, bowing
out with a 18-3 personal record,

“It was & good pitching duel,” sald
Cathotle Centrnl coach John Salter,
whose team finished 25-10 overall,
“We scored seven in cach gamo last
week (at the regionals), but he
(Carter) was a Uitle better pltcher

RS

today. He was able to shut us down.

“He (Carter) may oot be as fast,
but he moves the ball around and
hits the spots. And he never walked
more than one at & time.”

It was a scorcless duel until the
fourth when Milford struck for its
only two runs,

With one out, catcher Jeff Irish, a
recent seventh-round draft cholee of
the Toronto Blue Jays, opened the In-
nlng with a single.

oe Gibson Lhen hit Into a poten-
UAl daublaplny. but third baseman
Kelth Boyzk'a throw to Mark Clary
at second was a little low. Clary, un-
able to hang onto the ball, was
charged with an error, leaving both
runncrs safe.

CATCHER KEVIN WHEELER
was caught off-guard, g,lvl.nz np a
, moving l to iird base

2nd Gibson to seco
That sct the suge lar tight flelder
Greg Wilhelm, who reached out and
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of Famer Nancy Lopez, Past
Champlon Jan Stephenson,
and other top LPGA pros...ona

demanding, with a clubhouse
that rivals Scotland's finest. If
you love golf, Indianwood's the
place to be July 10-16.
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