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- MOVING PICTURES

No more
sequels,
pleasel!!

.Last month, they threatened to re-
lease “Slgos of Life” (D-, PG-13, 85
misutes), a choppy, eplsodlc soap op-
cra which jumps from subplat to
subplot abruptly — and with mad-
déning regularlity. But they caught
me writlng stuff llke that and kept It
in the can.

Too bad that they're not dalng for
June what they dld for May, so you
may want to avold the Maple until
this sad little story about Owen
Coughlin (Arthur Kennedy) goes

away.

Coughlln s in the process of clos-
ing down hls Ncw England boat-
building company and his werkers
have obvlous problems with (hat
move. The screenwriters had some
problems, toa.

The film ls self-consclously arly
wlth acute camera angles, Intentlon-
al obscurity early on and a slow-
paced blandness in aclng and edit-
Ing that you won't belleve — if you
stay awake,

Another recent distribution threat
rescheduled for (his week s “Mira-
cle Mile” (*) (R), a film whose moral
appears to be: “Doa't fall in love just
before a nuclear holocaust.

The summer sequel sickness is
upon us, “Indiana Jones IL" “Star
Trek V,”" and now “Ghostbusters II"
{C-, PG, 102 minutes). And frankly,
Scarlet, I didn't care for “GBI" and
“TI* doesn't do it for me elther,

Wlth a a basic premise, a bunch of
odd characters — Dr. Peter Venk-
man (Bill Murray), Dr. Raymeond
Stantz (Dan Aykroyd), Dr. Exnn
Spengler (Harold Ramis) an
ston  Zeddemore (Ernie Hudsqn)
along with their attoroey/accoun-
tant (Rick Moranls) — dress up In
combat fatigues and zap ghosts with
thelr electronic backpas

So what? It's all ralher simple-
minded fun with very little charac-
ter development or clever reparice
except for Blll Murray. Every
he beglns to energize the proceed-
Ings, scenarists Ramis and Aykroyd
lay down a truly deadly and dumb
joke: A dock worker observes a ghost
dlsembarking from the Titanic and
notes, “Better late than never.”

The real problem fis there's no
point to be sustalned for 1% hours,
30 they mixed n & moral about mod-
em urban living, a positive aura of
the Statue of Liberty, a ghost story,
two romances and sorme rock music
séquences. Quite naturally, all that
stuff is jumbled together and sur-
prisingly slow-paced, as i the
seriptwriters had trouble ahifting
from one element to another.

But “Ghostbusters” has mythical
popularity and the film will be suc-
cessful. Many peopls will giggle un-
controllably at the mentlon of slime
despite the fact that the slme
sequence under Manhattan looks
suspiclously like an “Indiana Jones”
reject.

No more “Ghostbusters,” please.
How about some sequel busters in-
stead?

STILL PLAYING:
“Dead Poets Soclety” (A+) (PG} 124
minutes.

Ghosts from the judge’s (Harris Yulin) past destroy the court-
room where the boys (Bill Murray, Harold Ramis and Dan Ay-
kroyd) and their new luwyer (Rick Moranis) have been fighting
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i the movies

‘ Dan
Greenberg

Hobin Wiliams' sensitlve portrait of a
fine teacher Is complemented by excel
leat young actors as his students.

“The Dream Team” (B++) (PG-13) 105
mlinutes.

Psychiatric patlents have guite a trip
uylnx 1o se¢ a ballgame at Yankee Stadl-

Emn Glrls are Ensy" {PG).
Gena Davls and Jeff Goldblum in scl-fi

comedy,

“Fleld of Dreams” (B+) {PG) 111 min-
utes.

Fancilu baseball story as Iowa farmer
builds diamond so Shoelesa Joe Jackson
can play agaln.

“Fright Night " (C-}{R).

Roddy McDawall [n another vamplre
movie. )

“Iodlasa Jobes and (he Last Crusade™
(B+)(PG-13) 120 minutes.

Good cntertalnment, but enough al-

cady.
“K-8"{C+) (PG-13) 100 minutes.
James Belushi In weak comedy about
narcotles dog and detective.
“Major League” (A) (R) 110 minutes,
‘The American sports dream, live, be-
fore your very eyes.
“No Holds Barred” (*) (PG-13).
Hulk Hogan grunts and groans.
“Parects” (F) (R} 90 minutes.

SATURDAYS <525
at
11:00 AM

For All Ages

Grading the movies
A+

Top marks - sure to please

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Edward Wood: Confessions -

of a cross-dressing director

By John Monaghan
speclal writer

At home or on the set, his favorite
outfit conslsted of z brightly colored
pantsult, nylon stockings and raised
heels. A decorated war veteran, he
wore a bra and

whose only weakness is “wanting to
feel comfortable after a hard day at
work.” Hls main problem revolves
around whother or not to tell his
{iance, Barbara, that he longs to
wear her angora sweater,

WE EXPI E Glen's tor-

panties
his unlform during the Allled landing
on Iwo Jima.

No one really knows how he got to
Hollywoed, but Edward D. Wood Jr.
somehow scraped together emough
money to write, direct and star in
“Glen or Glenda?” In 1953. Wood's
fascinating plea for transvestite tol-
erance screcns with “The Amaring
Colossal Man” (1858) this week at
the Detroit Institute of Arts' After-
noon Film Theatre.

“Glen or Glenda?” (also known as
“I Led Two Lives”) presents two sto-
ries narrated by a psychologist. The
first invelves Alan/Ann, 8 mama’s
boy who faces new life after a sex
change operation, Walking down a
clty street In a Light skirt and blouse,
checked out by men, Alan/Ann
couldn’t be happler If he/she was
Mary Tyler Moore.

‘The dlrector himself (under the
name of Daniel Davis) plays
transvestite Glen/Glends, a man

mented dreams. Women scorn him
at a surreallstic beauty pageant, but
accept him when the devll presents

e prire. A disapproving soclety,
made up of palnting fingers and bo-
dlless heads, elose in to smother him.
As Glenda, he can't budge a buge
tree lmb that traps Barbara; as
Glen, he 1ifts it with ease.

varce!” he warns. “Bevare the green
dragon that sits on your doorsiep, He
cats little boys, puppy dog talls and *
big fat snalls.” .

According to Hollywood legend, -
Lugos was so addicted to booze and *
drugs near the end of hls life that
only the aleoholle content of formal-
dehyde gave him & substantlal buzz,
Hc dled shortly alter filming began

n Wood's "Plan Nine from Outer
Spnce. generally considered the
worst fllm ever made.

“GLEN OR Glenda?” meanwhile,
despite its cheesy symbolism and lu-
dicrous dlajogue, is delivered with

ight-faced sincerlty and

o0ds pads the Gl-mioute film
with a staggering amount of stock
footage — battle scenes, cargo
planes dropping thelr load and end-
less shots of cars on the highway.
“All those cars. All golng some-
place,” says the narrator, desperate-
ly trylng to tle It all together, “All
carrying buman belngs which are
carrylng out thelr lives . . . But life
— even u:mugh its changes are slow
— moves an.”
Bela Lugos! (billed as “The Spir-
it") spouts more garbled nonsense,
his face superimposed over shots of
a buffalo stampede. “Bevare! Be-

SCREEN SCENE

such 8!
strong personal conviction that it
sometimes works. At the very least,
you feel embarrassed for Wood, who
so openly wears his heart on hls poo-
{y sleeve.

The underground popularlty of the
film and its director (who died in
1978) contlnues to flourlsh. Para-
mount actually tried re-releasing
“Glen or Glenda?" durlng the popu-
larlty of “The Rocky Horror Picture
Show" in 1981, but It hasn't enjoyed
a Detroit sereening In well over a
decade.

Close behind - excellent
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StlikIn running for top honars

B+ [Pretly good stulf, nol perfect

B |cood
B- |Good but notable deflclencles

Just a cut sbove average

Medlocra

Not so hol and slipping fast

The very best of the poor stuft

Poor

It doesn't gel much worss

Truly awtul

AFTERNOON FILM THEATRE, De-
troit Institute of Arts, 5200

(USA — 1981), 10 a.m. June 20. Marllyn
Monroe and y CUIt co-star in

Ave, Detroit. Call 632-2730 for [nforma-
tion. ($1)

*“The Amazing Colossal Man” (USA —
1957), 1 pm. June 20-25. A man grows to
new heights after exposure o an atom
bomb blast. With “Glen or Glenda?"
(USA - 1953), cult director EQ Wood
Jr.'s flim debut — an Intensely personal
plea for transvestlte tolerance, featuring
a drugged-out Beta Lugosl.

ANN ARBOR SILENT FILM S0CI-
ETY, Berkshire Hllton, I-94 at State, Ann
Arbor. Call 761.8286 for Informatlon. ($3)

“Beau Geste” (USA — 1928), 3 p.m.
June 25. The rarely screened original
version of the Foreign Legion story bas
Ronald Colman leading the trio of

Reserved for the bad

sialwaris and Noah Beery as a sadistle

C+
c
c-
D+
]
D-
F
r4

No advanced screening

Welrd kid discovers his parents arc
cannibals.

“Pet Sematary” (B-}(R) 105 minutes.

More gore for Stephen King fans.

“Plok Cadlilac” (B+) (PG-13) 90 min-
utes,

Clint Eastwood Is unexpectedly humor-
ous In comedy about bounty-hunters,
gangland reasure and a girl with a baby.

“Rain Mas" (A-+} () 130 minutes.

Tom Cruise and Dustln Hofiman star
as brothers in every sense.

With Laurel and Hardy's
short spoat, “Beau Huaks” (1931).

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL LI-
BRARY, 16301 Michigan, Dearborn. Call
943-2330 for information, (Free)

“To Paris, With Love" (Britain -
1955). Alec Guinness at his peak as a fun-
Joving rich father who takes hly son to
Paris to learn the facts of llfe.

LIVONIA MALL CINEMA, 20415 Sev-
en Mile, Livonta, Call 476-1186 for infor-
matlon. (Free)

The best Utle in the mall's moothiong
tribule to Clark Gable ls “The Mlafits"

28

July s—Rosenshontz
August 5—Sharon, Lois & Bram

2 Performances
11 AM & 3PM

August 19—Fred Penner
with Len Udow & the Cat's Meow Band

,MI@P

& his Friends
J u CASEY & FINNEGAN

with Elephant & the Mammoth Band

this moody wesiern Abom lonely ranch-
ers, John Huston directed from a screen-
play by Monroe's then-busband Arthur
Miller.

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 18301 E. Lib-
erty, Ann Arbor, For informailon, call
£69-8387. (¥4 regular and $3.25 students
and senior citlzens)

“Let's Get Lost” (USA — 1989), June
18-30 {call for time). The Oscar-poml-
nated documentary portralt of the late
Jazzman Chet Baker,

“The Adventures of Robin Hood" (USA
— 1938), 7:15 p.m. Juoe 20-21. The ever-
dashing Errol Flynn baitles princely tyr-
anny while woaing the falr Olivia de Ha-
viland. Another must-see on the blg
screen,

“Romeo and Jullet” (Britaln/Italy —
1968) 7 pm. June 22. Franco Zeffirelli
does Justice to the Bard's star-crossed
lovers.

“Excallbur” (USA — 1981), 8 p.m. June

25. John Boorman’s bold and bloody ver-

slon of the King Arthur tegend.

PARK THEATRE, 804 Erle St. E,
Windsor, Call (519) 971-9983 for times.
($4 regular and $2.50 senlors)

“Padre Nueslro” (Spaln -~ 1989}, Junc
2125, Fernando Rey a1 a respected car-
dina) who returns home to his small
Spanish village to come 1o terms with a
former lover and itlcgitimate daughter.

“The Adventures of Baron Munchaus.
sen” (USA =~ 1989), June 21-35. Terry
Glliman's 12)] tale finds the legendary
Baron soaring through the sky on a can-
nonball, outsmarting the man on the
moon, dancing with Venus and gobbled
up by a glant flsh. Exhausting fun.

POWER CENTER, free outdoor
screenings alop the parking structure at
121 Fletcher, Ann Arbor. Filts begin at
approrimately 9:30 p.m.

“Dr. Seuss Cartoons,” June 23. Featur-
Ing “The Lorax.* “The Cat in the Hat"
and “Green Eggs and Ham.”

« Depression
. Job dlssmlsfncllan
« Family conflict

Paychotherapy for individuals, famities, groups & couples

+ Sexual problams
+ Losses
« Anxiety
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CRITTENTON

TENTH ANNUAL ¢

BENEFIT

MONDAY — JULY 10, 1989

* DONATION -

Groal Oaks Country Clud
Rochostor, Michigan
Golf; $200.00 Includes CLOSESY YOJNEvFIN CONTEST wilh WEEKEND
TRIPS AWARDED, cart, braakinst, lunch, dioner, hors
aoowm bv. onlleﬂuln:wu and pelzo drawing. A modi-
Caliowsy han 18 ovary
Tennle:  $100.00 Indudn 1ennis, bm:f? "°""'"=Y|'r'.n'u uz"'mw&"m'
?&mlm:dnm and prizs drawing. A day of fun and compatl-
Fun Run/<$ 90.00 Inciudes fun runfwalk, qul.lrlul. lunch, dmnor hnu d'oouvres,
Walk: open bas, enleridinment, prizo drawing an
$ 30.00 lruuduhnmnlnll,hruklul(oniy)lnd'l b
Petruzzello's
Troy, Michigan
Dinner:  § 78.00 Inchudes dinner, hora d'pouvres, open bar and entertalament.
FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL: 652-5345
8:30 - 5:00 MONDAY through FRIDAY
Froceeds will be used loward the gus base o 4 Careduae Moonaung System

tor Critlenton’s Emergeocy Depaiiment,




