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Static Alphabet knows its

By Larry O'Connor
staf! writor

Statle Alphabet is llke the kid in
the sixth grade who was always In
the principal's eifice. You never ex-
ncl:d them to make much of their
ife.

Then later, they end up being vice
president.

Well, anyonc who might have
caught Static Alphabet's act In the
early days — two years ago —
wouldn't have deemed the group for
the cover of Rolllng Stone. Instead,
they were more likely to be vietims

Static Alpha-
bet has a
stripped down
sound. There’
Is no ciuiter, §
just some gui-
tar flavored
songs in a
barebones
form.

of astoning.

“We did get complacent for
awhlle,” sald Paul Einhaus of Farm-
Ington, guitarist and vocallst with
the band, "It was the summer of
doom In '87. I remember sitting on
the curb thinking, ‘We'll never get to
play again.*

Things didn't look good for the
group, especially afier onc nightclub
owner told them flat out they stunk.
He relegated Statle Alphabet te jam
nights, when any Joe Shmoe can try
his craft.

But, ah, what a dlif{ference a few
nights of jamming can make. Statle

Alphabet has rebounded, all culml-
nated with a rather endcaring flve-
song casseitc demo tape,

The band 1s no torger a four-man,
Orlginal member Ken Faulkner left
the group due to ereative differenc-
s,

AS A RESULT, Static Alphabet
has a stripped-down sound. There is
10 cluiter, just some guitar-ftavored
songs in a bare-bones form. Thelr bi-
ography llkens the sound to a cross
between The Buzzcocks and The
Beatles. Elnhaus sald not to put
much stock in such deseriptions.

‘ABCs’

“We had to write a bio In 2 hurry,”
he said.

I anything, Statlc Alphabet bas
tried to avoid of being caught In a
tochold of a particular style of mu-
sle. They opt for the freestyle ap-
proach.

“We don't say, ‘we're going in thls
direction,’ " sald drummer Blil Long,
formerly of Farmington. “We don't
do that, because as soon as you do
that somebody wlll say (polnting his
finger), ‘You're not golng in that
directlon.'

“If banjo reggac becomes a popu-
tar, marketable (hing, we'll try
that,” Einhaus added.

“Banjo reggae?l 1 never even
heard of It,” Long said.

‘The band's quest for originality is
not fuily understood until bass play-
er Mike Fraser's face tums as se-
rlous as a heard surgeon discussing a
bypass.

"1 had a really bad experlence,”
satd Fraser, in a voice of horror. “I
went to the Holiday Ino to meet
some friends at the bar, There was
this cover band. They looked like
mannequlns. They did everylhing so
perfect, 1 saw my future in muslc
disappearing.”

WITH THAT as the alternallve,
Slatic Alphabet has gladly Laken its
lumps on the origlsal circuit. The
band formed out of a little-known
group called the Acld Pupples. The
Puppies declded 1o call it qulu when
they went ‘o perform st a birthday
party. and everyone went (o Burger
King instead,

Static Alphabel is one of many
westside bands 1o seck notoricty on
the cast side. Others include the
Orange Roughics, Hippodrome, Sen-
sitive Big Guys and Jugglers and
Thieves.

Surprisingly, they are able to
thrive despite there being no clubs In
the arca (o play. Must earn their re-

IN CONCERT

® DAD OSKAR

Bad Oskar wlll perform on Monday,
June 19, at the Blind Pig. 208 5, First 5t
Amn Asbor, Por information, call $96-
8555,

® J.D.LAMD
J.D. Lamb wil orm _ Monday
lhrwm Friday, June 19-24, at The Play-
Radlsson Jan, 1275 Whitaker Road,
ull 183 off 1-94, Ypsilantt. For laforma-
tion, call 487-2000.

© REGULATORS

Regulators will perform oo Tuesday,
June 20, at the Blind Pig. ZI)! S. First S&
Ann Arbor. For nformatlon, call 986-
8555

® KNAVES

The Knaves will perform on Wednes-
day, June 21, at Rick’s American Cafe,
611 Chureh, Ann Arbor. For Informatlos,
call 996-2747.

@ ISPOFACTO

Tpse Facto witl perform on Wednesday,
June 24, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First SL
Ann Arbor. For (nformation, call 998-
8555,

® WAY MOVES

The Way Moves will perform v Thurs-
day, June 22, at the Majestic Theatre
Centre, 4124 Woodward, Detroit. For in-
tormation, eall 833-9700.

& ROBB ROY

Robb Roy will perform: along with
World State oo Thursday, Juoe 22, at
Garden Bowl, 4120 Woodward, Detrolt.
For infermation, al] 833-9850.

© SXYLES
Skyles wlil periorm on Thursday, June
22, al the Blind Plg, 208 5. Firsi 8¢, Ann
Arbor. For information, call 996-8555.

® MADCAT RUTH

Madeat Ruth’s Pressure Cooker wlll
petform on Friday, June 23, at the Bllnd
Pig, 208 S. Flrst SL, Ann Arbor. For ln-
formallon, call 996-8555,

® ORANGE ROUGHIES

Orange Roughles and Misslonary Stew
wiil perform on Friday, June 23, at tbe
Pub, 2043 Canl" off 1-75.

at clubs
k's and the

n
such as Lill's, Paychi
Pub.

*1 don’ think west side/cast side
has anything to do with It."” Einhaus
said. “It's just that ail the ¢lubs are
on the cast side.”

“(Hamtramck) is Detrolt’s Green-
wich Village,” Long added. “It's a
place where everyone paints their
rooms black, smokes clove ciga-
reltes and hangs out together.”

But in Hamtramek Is where Static
Alphabet has had one of several ma-
jor turning points. It was Rod Cole of
the Hamtramck Pub who bluntly as-
sessed the group’s talent. They didn't
take it too hard.

“We [lgured there had to be one
redeeming quality about us,” Long
said, “Otherwlse, he wouldn't have
wasted his breath,”

. . . Andits major ‘turning points’

November 1386 — Siatlc Alphabet
forms from the remainy of Actd Pupples.
“Are you sure it was In November?,”
asks Bill Long to Paul Elnhnns. “1
lhau;hl I was later than that.”

‘cbruary 1987 — Static Alphabet per-
!nnm It first gig at Michigan State Unl-
verslty. “It was awful" Einhaus sald,
“He thought see would be an old-time,
acoustle band. These people were expect-
Ing Slmon and Garfunkel and by the end
of the nlght they were screaming for us
toleave.”

March 1987 - Statle Atphabet per-
forma the first of several shows at ihe
Hamtramek Pub. “At the lime, | thought
we were the greatest band ever,”
Einhaus sald. “T was lurpr{:«l when no-
body was rushing the stage.”

"It was a mljor turning point for the
band," Long addi

REVIEWS

Jupe 1987 -~ Statie Alphabet performs
a3 an opening act for the Orange
Roughics. “(Hamtramck Pub manager)
Rod (Cole) told us sve sucked,” Elnhaus
said. “But he gave us some constructlve
criticism. He told us to come on ‘Jam
Nigm' and work out the kinl

was a major turnlng pulnt In the
bund *Long added.

June 1587 throagh April 1988 — Statle -

Alphabet heeds Cole's advice and per-
forms wlth regularity on the circult at
Rerun's In Dearborn, Paycheck's 13 Ham-
tramek and al a Tremor Revue, “We
started 1o have some good chows,”
Etnhaus sald.

"It was & mn]er turning paint for the
band,” Long addl

Aprll 1528 — suauc Alphabet enters
the studlo 1o record 30 songx at Temper-
mill Studio in Livonla. “Dave (Feeny) was

great,” Long said. “He told us, ‘You
night want to tune your gultars before
og record.” "

Aagest 1988 ~— Statlc Alphabet guilar-
Ist and vocalist Ken Faulkner leaves the
Land because of artistie differcnces.
“Ken ks Lhe first one we stepped on in Lhe
bloody coup in our climb to get to the
lop, Long zaid.

“It was 2 ml]cr turning paint lo the
band,” Elnhaus

August uu - suuc Alphabel goes
Into the studio - this time White Room
Sludio ln Grosse Poigte — (o record a
four-song demo tape. The band Is ireated
to Geoek food. “Thal’s when Bill sald
(singing), ‘We don't need another gyro.'”
Elnhaus sald.

“It was a major turning point in the
band,” Long sald.

October 1988 — Statle Alphabet goes

outstale and performs at the Nubeat Club
in Grand Rapids with True Blue Hearts

and Inside Out. “1 remember that be-
causc that's where I met my girifriend,”
Einbaus said

November 1988 — Statlc Alphabet
members Bill Long and Mike Fraser
move from Farmington to Feradale. “My
parents moved {o Daytona Beach, (Fla.),"
Long said, “We lost our place lo prac

Jlnury 1989 - Static Alphabet sends
out demo Lapes te clubs and thelr par-
ents. “My dad hales my volce,” Einhaus
satd. “He's a cholr singer. My mom loved
1t. But your mom loves anything you do.”

“My parents said they were genuinely
surprised,” Fraser added.

Today — “We're older. We're wiser,”
Einhaus said,

*And hungover,” Long added,

. A SBHAH

Harmonica Shah will perform on Fri-
day, June 23, at Moby Dicks, 5452
Schaefer, Dearborn. For lnformation,
«cal] 581-3650.

@ BUTLER TWINS

“The Butler Twins wiil form on Fri-
day, Junt 23, at the Attic Bar, 11667 Jos.
Campae. Hamtramck. For Information,
call 1654194,

® THE CIVILIANS

The Civillans will perform on Friday
and Saturday, Sune 23-24, at Gritfs Grill,
49 N. Saglnaw, Pontlac. For Information,

LOCAL
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call 3347651, N
® LUXURY CHRIST
Luzury Christ witl perform along with |
Friday,

Brainhammer on June 13, at’,
Stanley’s, 350 mvu-slde Drive, Windsor,”
Admission is $3. For tnformation, call
(519) 252-3118,
]

© FROQ IBLAND 3

The Frog lslacd Zydeco, Biues and’™
Jazz Festival will take place Friday and *
lurday, June 23-24, In Ypsilantl. The

Sun Measengers; 8 p.m., Wayne 'ruu.n L
Zydecajun: and at 10 p. Queen Ida g
The Bon Temps Zydm Band. Salurda
lineup includes at poca, Stralght
pm., Mr. B's Blue Turbulence; ll:pm,
The New York Foree; at 4 p.m. The ;
Allen/Charlie Tiaden/Paul Motlan hln’,
at 6 p.am. The Trinldad Tripoll Steel Band,
at 8 p.m. Marcla Ball; and at 10 pm. the-.
Junior Wells Blues Band. Advance tickets.,
are $8.50 for Fdazy. $11.50 for Baturay
or $16.50 for both days. For lnformation,
call 487-2229.

® ALLIGATORS

The Alligators wlll perform on Friday,
June 23, at Aubree's, 3941 Cross St, Yp-
sllantl. For informatlon, call 832-2355.

@ UNCLE JESBIE

Uncle Jessle and 291k Street Blues,
Band will perform on Saturday, Jene 24,
at the Atdc Bar, 11667 Jos. Campau,”
Hamtramck. For information, call 385~
4194, -

® ROBBROY

Robdb wlll perforra on Saturday,
June 24, at the Hamtramek Pub, 2048
Caniff, off 1-75.

@ CINECYDE

Clnecyde wlll perform along with H.\p-
podrome and Shoutlng Club at Pa;
check’s Lounge, Canitf, east of Jos cnn-
pan, Hamtramek.

@ BROKEN VOYO v
Broken Yoyo petform oo Satar.
day, dune 24,31 Sullys, Greeaticla ma,v
north of Michigan Avenue, Dearborn, F

(nformation, call 845-1920.

® SCOTT MORGAN B

Scott Morgan will perform oo Satur-
day, June 24, at the Bliod Pig, 208 S..
Flrst St. Ann Arbor. For Informaticn;
call 996-8555.

® ROBYN mrcm:ocx

Boys of Alabama wl
day, July 1, af Atvin's, $758 Canmt
For lnformatlon, call $3-MUSIC,

'

COLLEGE -

Here are the {op 10 song> recelving atr
play on “Detrolt Muslc Scene,” which Is
keard from 4-5 p.m. Sunday {repeated
5:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesdays) on WDTR-FM
20.9.

1. “I'm in love Again Shane and the
Sirens.

2.*Loud, Hard and Fast," The Gear.
3."State of Mind,” Warld State.

4. “Rock Me Baby," Joty Harlow
Project.

3. “No More Husnlng” Ask Can Van-

Gorh.
6."Too Hot,” Skanking Voodoo Dodls.
‘Pusherman of Love.” Bootsey X.

“Not a Friend,” Doe Boyx.
. “Beyond Suburbla,” Cuppa Joe.

Here are the Lop 10 songs recelvliig air’

play on CIAM-FIE 91.5, campus mum
of ihe University of Windsor.

M
1. "Annetie,” Cltrus Park.
2. “Skin the Dog,” Bars Goblias. =
3.“Get Twisted,” The Gear. -
4. “Woodward,” Spankiag Bazo. ©
5. “Kbafe 5bo,"” Sarcastic &
8, “Pete’s Luoch,” Ramp Ranger.
7. “Manta Ray,” Pixies. =t
8. "Blke," Lave =

1

£oar

FULL MOON
FEVER
— Tom Petty

Solo but not alone.

This could not be more true with
the release of the Galnesville Gator's
first LP that doesn’t share the billing
with his more-than-competent
backup enscmble, The Hi reak-
era. However, 1t's not a great shock
.that all The Heartbreakers expect
drummer Stan Lynch make appear-
‘ances on the LP, proof of how tight
the group actually is. It's even less of
a shock that T.P.'s buddles from his
most recent project, The Traveling
Wilburys, also show up for the ride.

“Full Moon Rlver” Is produced by
Wilbury Jeff Lynoe, with help from
Peity and right band Heartbreaker
Mike Campbell. Six of the dozen
songs were written by the Petty/
Lynne combo, and fellow travelers
George Harrison and the late Roy
Orbison also provide some guitars,
vocals and advice,

Somn peopla may accuss this al-

erading as “Traveling
Wllb\lryl. Volnme IL" but It Ls dis-
ly Southern - distinctly Petty.
"heo Fallin' * {3 a stroog opener, &
stirring ballad about leaving a fove
behind - a frequent T.P. theme.

“The inltial single, “I Won't Back
Down,” features strong vocals
drawled by Petty, with harmontzing

. H

supponlmm mrrisan. "l.uvu !: a
Long Road" sounds more like an old

Heartbreakers' song for a good rea-
son — It was co-wrilten by Petty and
Campbell.

The album's strongest similarity
with the Wilburys project is not a

musica) ooe. 1t Is the simplo fact
that all iavolved in “Full Moon Fe-
ver" appeared to have a great deal
of fun putting It together.

‘This Is particularly evidenced dur-
Ing a {ew moments found only oo the
compact disc. On “Attention CP Lis-
teners,” Petty stops the musle for a
monrent betweeri sides one and two
50 that those wilh LPs and cassettes
can catch up — with the backing
barnyard nolsea provided by himself,
Lynne and Del Shannon.

With all this fun golog on, “Full
Moon Fever” s worth catching,
-~ Bob Sadler

BIG DADDY
— John Cougar
Mellencamp

From the time he added his real
last name to the rock'n’roll persona
he was, John Cougar Mcllencamp
has been trying to go back to his
roots. And, to overuse another cliche,
Mcllencnmp bas also wug}\( todolt

“hls way.”
With his 1885 lour de force
“Scarecrow” (the first LP where the
Mellencamp oame was displayed),
the winds of change began to blow.
The arrangements were stark, al-
most course, and the lyrics bad 2
new blte to them (particularly In retf-
erence to tho plight of the American
farmer). It was by far Mellencamp's

best wark.

Then “Loneseme Jubliee” fol-
lowed in 1987 with a ot of the seme
provocative lyrics, but the music had
taken a distinet tun from the
rock'n’roll of Melleucamy (] yo\mgcr.

lous days. The “back to the
roots” bit had surfaced in a big “1’
at home in rural Indlana” way. Ac-
cordions, violins and siecl gullars
were used to bring it all home, The
LP had It moments, but was laced
with Inconsistency.

Now, "Blg Daddy arrives in 1968
with the roots flrmly entrenched and
the John Cougar we knew and loved
witherlng away, The callre LP
aeess Lo bo a statement by Mellen-

-
t

camp to the world, espcdnlly i

they’re record company cxecs, that

ac ‘s moving In his own chosen direc-
on.

For confirmation of this state-
ment, just listen for the single “Pop
Singer.” Scemingly oblivious to the
days when he used to write songs
like “Play Guitar,” now we have a
series of down home yarns about life
wlth folxs like “Theo and Welrd Hen-
ry” and “Jackie Brown." And ali the
accordions, violins and steel gultars
Just start to wear thin after awhlle.

‘The only real song with a socially
conscious bent to it Is “J.M.s Ques-

ton.”

“Blg Daddy" borders on the self-
Indulgent at times, and that's a tough
thing to say about & man like Mellen-
cammp. He basically is saying to his
fans, he I am - like it or
leave I,

That decision is up to you.

- - Bob Sadier

BRAIN DRAIN
— The Ramones

Yep. They're back. The band
whose primary alm is to get to the
end of a song as quickly as possible
and {it as many power bar chords as
they can into the process. The slam-
dance kings.

Anybody familiar with the Ra-
mones already knows what this al-
bum sounds like, As you may sus-
pccl there Is no radleal change in

Tbe Ramones sound the samo to-
day as they did 10 years ago but
somehow this is not to thelr detrl-
meat. Other bands would be accused
of not progre=sing but the Ramones
are such a cartoon band institution,
it would be akin to asking Disney to
chnngn Mickey Mouse's voice,

e Ramones bave always had a
pmhlem producing a comxistently
good album, alhovgh thelr singles
{all into the realm of classics. Thls
LP Is no exception. ainglo is
“Pet Sematary” from the Stephen
King movie and damned fine it ia,
too. Pure Ramonca kitsch.

‘The song= that work ca this LP oll
Involve Jocy Ramone in the compo-
sition. His volea s L0 6ae most east-

. ly identiflable with clacsic Remonzs

znd ggain bla songs on “Draln Draty™
hold truest to the sarferpunk trash,

:

Songs iike “Den’t Bust My Chops”
has him verbally abwilng a glrk-
friend in & display of Ramones mas
chismo:; “You'ro a style queen an
alley cat/too chocelates hog
you fat, fat, fat,/yon'ro alwass veas
Ing that cheap pcrkm"/lcnnalvmn
tell wheo you're {n the room.”

‘When Dee Dee Ramors slngn, lt‘
sterns as if he wants to give the Ra-
mone3 a soclal consciegee, ¢.g. “Pun-
ishmeat Fits the Crima,” or “Learn
to Listen.”

Thank{uily, Joey geta tas m:ua-lly
and jmmps right back with bls ctas
pleton lovo soags, o “L miss yoor
body Liying peat to ralny, ooh o
bahy. yezh It would sre ool fine, 1
said baby baby I'm nl} screwed vp”

o "1 weat you wnd all of your
ch.rmsk, 1 found ot a litdo DIt u:o
late, I cald cemoe back Raby oo .
buck” : N
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