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At least ono Farmington Hills
ident belleves clty officials !hcnld
ﬁlal;k canrully abont how and what
coming fiscal year,

S The rlty of Farmington Hills Is
tk-y everythlng to eyery-
hody." Fomu:rook Drive resldent
ayne Haydel safd June 12 at a pub-
flc bearing on ihe §26.4 million budg-
&t The Farmington HIlls City Coun-
il approved the badget in a 7-0 vot8
‘y‘anm:m the public hearing.

< Haytel questloned some new pro-

By Joznno Kallazowski
‘staff writer

Farmingtlon Hills resldeats’ cries
for tax rellef dldn't fnll on deaf ears.
But zot all will beaelit from a 6.1~
percest eity tax rau: rellback in

1989 designed to offsel
tax

Foperty tax assessments,
~The city council June 12 adopted a
9.4 raillion budget — a 9.1 percent
over 1988-89 — supported
Ejataxrataof 0.0

pAs promised, city administrators
Th1led back the city’s tax rate from
mills this year to 8.8 mills in 1989
15 offset the average 6.2-percent

pyoperty tax asscssment Lm:ru.le.
City offlcials rolled back the rate
to the level where those property
owners who recelved the average as-~
sczament increase won't pay more In
city taxes In 1989-90.

New g@mgmms

grams established by the cily councll
and financed In the new budget. He
alss questioned the amount of staff
In some programs, particularly the
city’s senlor adult programs.

It's time the necessity of many
city programs are questioned be.
cause taxes “will foree people out of
thetr liomes. You're really golng to
drive peaplc away,” Haydel sald.

THE ADOPTED budget repre-
sents a $161,012 increase over one
propoesed by City Manager Willlam

In other words, Lhe city is using
only the increase In stale equalized
value on ncw construction rather
han taking revenue generated from

property
The city's SEV on new copstruction
1= $104 millicn. The city's total SEV
inereased from $1.77 bllllon in 1988-
89 to $1.99 bitllon in 1989-90.

But a lot of residential property
owners won't benefit from the tax
rollback beeause it is based on the
average 6.2-percent property arsess-
ment increase. Resldentlal pmpeny
increased an average 9.4 percent.

The average assessment increase
is the average between the clty's

property categories, Including resi-
dential at 8.4 percent. Commerclal
Incrensed an average 1.4 percent, in-
dustria), 4.5 percent personal prop-
erty, 7.6,

¥ e

up Farmington Hills budget

Costlck. In dollars, the increase in-
cludes:

© tha additlon of two police offl-
cers (ln addltion to two recommend-
od by Costick) at a total of $70,512,

@ a third mogiatrate for the 47th
District Court at $10,000.

® & notr teen program estimated
at $5,000.

& $5,000 in overtime for the plan-
glng and community development

e, en!

® o $500 donation to Common
Ground.

HOMEOWNERS FACED with the
average 9.4 Increase will likely pay
a little more In taxes despite the
rollback. For examgple, a $100,000
house that would in 198 have a sell-
ing price of $109,400, would be as-
scased at $54,700.

At tho 1988-83 tax rate of 9.4
mills, the resident would bave pald
$470 [n city taxes compared to the
$483 they would pay on the 1989-90
rolled back rate of 8.8 mills. This
does not include taxes lovied by the
Farmington Public Schools, Oakland
County, Oakland Community College

- or Oakland Intermedlate School Dis-

trict.

The scenarlo dufers when taking
the same $100,000 house and in-
creasing the assessment by the city-
wide 6.2-percent average increase,
In 1989, the house's selling price

TR e s e

Listed below are some of the
} Farmington.area police inci-
s dents, fire calls and court cases
:repaﬂed during the past week:

.

+® CASE MOVED

» A 12.year-old boy charged with

iraplag a 12-yearwld girl in the
Farmington Hills ’hem_e

police/fire calls

at the Gl‘rymr-olﬂ center. In llght of
the incldent, the center hag

@ & recycling program at a sthl
undetermined cost.

© moving senlor adult offlces to
Mercy Center at an estimated
$40,000.

® o tree plantlng program at
$30,000.

The new programs will be fl-
oanced from the city’s surplus, as
well as money received from the
state for a d

franchise with cable company,
MetroVislon of Oakland County. -

THE NEW budget cails for hiring

a total of four new pollce offlcers,
one for patrol and traffic, another
for the detective burcau and the two
requested by the city councll, to be
used in patroling neighborhoods. One
full-tlme firefighter, & foreman In
the Department of Public Works, an
bulldin a U

personne) costs and trash removal
account for a good part of the total
budget increase,

PERSONNEL scrvices represent
§7 percent, or approximately $15
milllon of the new budget. Increas-
ing refuse costs represent 11 percent
of the overall 9.1 percent lncrease
over the current budget, flnance dl-
rector Charles Rosch said.
wages are ted to

Increase and from franchise fees the
city recelves from - Its  15-year

Tax roliback may not benefit all

would increase to $106,200 and the
assessment  would Increase from
$50,000 in 1988 to §53,100 in 1989,

At tho 1998-89 tax rate of 9.4
mills, the resident would have pald
$470 in city taxes compared to the
$469 they would pay based on 8.6
mills in 1989-90.

Some city councll members bave
complained that the roliback will not
generate the intended effect for
homeowners. City Manager Willlam

agreed that in lhe shm
term, residential property
are belus hit the lwrdut. Ruldunual
property taxes comprise 59.7 per-
cent of the city’s tax base.

Clty assessor Dean Babb zaid two
years ago, the situntion was reversed
with commerciel slapped by an av-
erage 38 pereent increase and [ndus-
trial with an average 28 percent In-
crease.

g
brarian and coverting a parlume
perzon to foll-time in the personncl
offlee. 5
The budget (nr the new f{iscal

Year. beginning July 1, represeats &
9.1 percent Increase over the current
1988-89 budget.

Though $200,000 kas already been
budgeted for construction of specific
sidewalks, the city council received
a petition from resldents requesting

ploy P
lncrease 4 percent — accordlng to
existing labor contracts ‘with the
city’s six Lobor unions. A major In-
crease In the coming year will be
seen In employee henlth insurance
bencfits,

Michigan Blue Cross/Blue Shlr:ld

incressed rates 28 percent,
$249,000, for 1989-90, In 1988-89, In-
surance rates increased 30 percent.
Clly Mnnnger Wllliam Cosll‘ck q&m

0 elther

a new sldewalk along
Road, bewteen 12 and 13 Mile,

“I would gladly pay higher taxes
for more sidewalks,” New Bradford
Street resident Joyce Regan gafd,

‘The city council told Regan the re-
quest would be put on a future coun-
cil agenda for dlscussion. “Hopeful-
1y, we'll have a good audit and funds
will be avallable,” Mayor Terry
Sever sald.

In addltion to the mew programs,
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HFarmington

@Obseruer
{USPS 187-840)
Publishod every Monday and Thura-
day by Observor & Eccon 4 tric Nowa-
E‘npon BOS E anlo Birmingham,

ated placement, truancy and teach-
ing pollcies.

® STRONG ARM ROBBERY

A 18-year-old Farmington Hills
man was assaulted and robbed as he
wis stopped at a traffle light in

and
+ly disturbed children will be tried in
*%ayne County.
.cAt a pretrial hearing Tuesday,
@Qakland County Probate Court Juve-
nlle Referee Joseph Racey granted a
request by defense attorney Michael
Batchelor of Detrolt to walve the
case to Wayne County.
. Walver was sought because the
boy 1s from that county and because
another case {nvalving him_ is pend-
there, Farmington Hills detec-
—tive Rose Luttrell aaid. Nelther the
 police nor Onkland County assistant
prosecutor Leonard Gorz objected to
the reqnut, Luttrell said.

The suspect faces ome count of
first-degree criminal sexual conduct,
which involved penetration, and one
count of second-degree criminal sex-
ual conduct, which involves contact.

Up to six other boys may have wit-
nessed the May 8 sexual attack,
which occurred while the glrl and
the boys were truant on the nmma
of the St. Vincent and Sarah Fish
Center, 27400 12 Mile, police nli

The suspect came to the center as
& temporary ward of the court last
Juce. The victim came to the center
as & permanent ward of the court in
December, Both ars from Detroit.

The rape is the first such incident

early in the morning
June 14. The lojuries required elght
stitches to his lip and five stitches to
his tongue at Novi‘a Providence Hos-
pital Center.
According to a Farmington De-
partmenl of Public Safety report:
e man was on his way home
Imm work at 12:30 a.m. After stop-
plng for gas, he stopped for a light at
Grand River and Freedom Road,
where @ man came to the open driv-

The slgn was valued at $180. The
v fots chery oo i et s
$250 in damage. drm nll mall (subscription,

of address, Form 3589) 10 P.O. Box

2428, Livonla, MI 48151, wahnna
59810500,

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
o Oakiand Gounty)

Approximately $100 in cash was
reparted stolen from a residence at
Flamingo Mobile Home Park on
Middlebeit in Farmington Hills June
13-4,

ATV, a pellet gun and cash valued
at $625 were reported stolen from &
house on the 31200 block of Folsom
in Farmington Hills June 14,

A moped and patio set valued at
$2,400 was reported stolen from a
resldence on Riverbend June 14-13.

A radar detector valued at $150
was reported stolen from a vehicle
at Chatbam

er's window and began
victim in the face. Tips: from t.he
man's workplace were reported

$100 in damage was done to the car
window,

© CARRECOVERED

A 1988 Buick Century stolen from
the parking lot at Stark & Co., 30301
Northwestern Highway, Tuesday
was recovered In Troy the same day.
The car was valued at $15,000, ac-
cordlng to a Farmington Hills police
report.

® THEFTS REPORTED ..

A “stork” sign announclng the
birth of a boy was stolen {rom ln
front of a house on

treg, which was.cut {otake the sign.
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SUMMER SPECIALS

SETS ¥6.00 5=

" 538-1044
1 Noxus

=

stercraft

\HEATING & COOLING

4th of July
Special

0@” OFF

th purchase of
urnaoe & Alr System
Wa carry most brands
=t B o HEIL
* YORK
« RHEEM
+ LUXAIRE
* JANITROL
+ AEROAIRE
LAKER

CALI. TODAY
" (Ask for Jack)

27716 7 Mile Rd., 2 Block: 'Nesl of Inkste;
Mon.-Sat. 8 a, 8

Explres 7- 1.
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Never has
S0 much camera
been so compact.

| OCLYMPUS
Infinity T WIN

£ has twin 35 and 70mm tele/wide
lenses, Yet its unique, twin lens system
design keeps the Infinity Twin slim, And
1he Infinity Twin is weatherprool,

I1's 2ls0 easy 10 use. Fully aulomatic
operalion-~twin lens aulo focus,
programmed auto exposure, auto DX
dilm specd settinp, auto film
load/advance/rewind, The lithium
battery-powered bullt-In ESP flash Is

extremely strong, wilh hit-flash and
flash-off, and recycles fast to keep vp
wlih the 4-frama, continuous shooling
mode. Infisity Twin aiso has full-Info
LCO indicator and bulli-in double-shot
seil-timer. , '

Soo the Twin that has no equal ’
F=STOR !
39293 Grand River
FARMINGTON A76-2620

*200 REBATE
AIR CONDITIONING
SALE

Inatailed
For As
Low As

11195%

Our Engineers Arenit
Comfortable Ul You Are.
TRU( ' 'TEMP

Mesting 8\, _/Caslingloc:
Qasden Clty Canton Township
A427-6812 11-5800

lo am ng do-
ment, Farmington 33203

3 Fumlr;ptoﬂ. Mi (:na) 477-
50, Obsorvel
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ON ALL FABRICS

NEW LOCATION!
28235 Five Mile Road
{next to Zimms) ¢ Livonia

attention of physicians, aurses

eT (ho past twelre yeal

to partl
tha number llstad below.

I wort be & glece of cake,
but if you're willing o mal
1he commitment, we can. ulu
It from there,

Not a weakness
in character.

‘Treat obeslly like a bumaa [allure, and you're la for Lrouble.
Obeslly is  disease. A complex and mulliisceted disease
roguiiag mare hen ulck rsvers

and fad dlets to treat.
the expertlse you need. Solid,

‘Tbe Optlfast® Program
borpltal attilisted, medieal T vepertie, W i clos, argoing
orses and ofber medlc s
o ) v step of Lbe way.
v e pas v Sears thore han ¢ quarter million
mu pave participated I u U Opltaateegien of puiional
counseling, beduy

1 you're nny pamdmrm avmulm, -ndymm like g0
experience 'ast Program for yoursell, we lavile you

al protessiona

clplulnnwnrxlnrlm tation sesslon. Just call us at

When ynn 've xot the will,
we've got the way.

Health Ogtions

Onkwood Westland
32032 Warren
Westland, Michlgan 46185 -
(313) 261-3280 |

caltk Center

B ¢

smblum il not decrease, health in-
surance pn:mlum costs.

Mirroring past years, the clty's
garbage dispasal costs are agaln in-
creasing from $1.5 million in 1988-89
to $1:8 mllllon in 1989-90. The great-
est increases are in Upplng fees or
the cost of dlsposing garbage at
landfills, In the past 15 years, tipp-
Ing fees have increased 1,000 per-
cent, Costick sald.

SYLVAN WILL.
in which your chil

Sylvan
Learning forthi

Syhvitn Learning Centers are a group of
neighborhood educational centers designed
specifically to help your child do berer in school.
We test in order to pinpoint the specific areas
J’ needs help. An individuatly
designed program, positive molivation, friendly
encouragement, an experience of success right
from the start, and individvalized attention -
make all the difference.
Now is the time 10 enroll

er Calluclay:

mmania Center.
Helpi np kids dobetter.
755 W. Maple

(W of Ovchuld Laka}
West Bloomlield

g Gopveaned

For Brlghlon Center Information
0812 £, Grand River, Suite 1300
Gharrington Sq

297-1800
T

you. When you're upse

Gmlle picture?

What you say to children can determine how they
fae! about thamsstves. And how thoy feel about

and think about what you're saying. Stop using
words that hurt. Start using words that help.

ToP using
Worés That

ational Cs

, get hold of yoursalt, Stop

h
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