Farmington grad on her
way to Naval Academy

By Kara Kurtz
speclal writer

It's not just a job —~ it's an adven-
ture, says the US. Navy Io its re-
cruiting commercials.

Maureen O'Dell, who graduated
June 13 from Farmington High,will
begln one of the longest adventures
of her life, one that few women ever
experience.

When she arrives at the Naval
Academy on July 3, O'Dell will be-
came a part of an elite group where
only the best of he best, and roughly
100 women, are accepled each year.

When she began the applluuon
process 13 months ago, admission to
the Naval Academy seemed like an
Impossible dream for O'Dell, g0 Lhe ¥
nomlnation from U.S. Sen, Don Rel-
gle, D-Michigan, in mid-December
(the acndemy requlres either a con-
gresslonal or senatorial nomlnatlon
for conslderalion) came as a pleas-
ant surprise,

The battle bad just begun, howey-
er, and O'Dell gettled down to wait
{or the academy to narrow the appli-
cants down from 14,000 to 2,500, and
fnally to 1,600, approzimately 1,300
whll be enrolled for the next year.,

Only 8 pereent of those students
selected are women.

'ALL THE walting was very hard
for me,” O'Dell sald, “Most of my
friends’ plans for next year were al-
ready flnalized, and I still wasn't
sure where I was going. I bad been
accepted to U-M carlier, and they
were beginning to get restleas.”

Belng one of these chosen few cn-
titles 0'Dell to meny privileges. She
will attend four years of schoallng at.

the Annapolis, Md..-based academy
for $1,! 500 Sbu bopa to major {n en-
glneering, and minor in political sci-
ence. She will s -her summer
months cruising the shores of places
like the British lﬂu or exploring
the underwater world at SCUBA
Camp, and other aimilar lpednlly
camps.

O'Dell will graduate as a lieuten-
ant, and In return for her education,
she must serve flve years in the
Navy. Though at flrst this may not
sound very appealing, the starting
pay for a lleutenant in 1989 was ap-
proximately $30,000 per year.

‘This opportunity was not simply
handed to O'Dell on a silver platter;
it took a great deal of hard work,
pemvennce and sacrifice on her

WHILE MANY of her peers tend-
ed to “blow off” high school, O'Dell
was active in school, worked part
time, and graduated with a 3.98
grade polnt average (she received
her first “B" thls year).

As a senlor, 0'Dell was a captaln
of both the track and cross country
teams, a National Honor Soclety ex-
ccutive board member and president
of the French Club, 8ha ‘was also on
Farmington's Student Advisory
Commitiee and a Students Against
Driving Drunk member.

“My mom and dad have always
been very supportive and instrumen-
tal toward my success,” O'Dell sald.
“And, of course, my four years at
Farmlnzum }Ugb School have been
unforgettable, I wnuldn't have want-
ed to go anywhere

Even after graduation, 0'Dell will

Police have anonymous
drug analysis program

‘The Farmington Hills Pollce De-

riment has a program to assist
residents in ldentlfylng suspected
controlled substances they may find
In their homea,

Resldents who find such suspiclous
substances can bring them to the po-
lice station. A confldential number
will be assigned and the name acd
phone number of a contact person
will be provided.

The resident may call back in 10
days and, by referring to the confl-
dential number, will recelve the test
results, Counseling and referra) will
be available and the resident’s ano-
nymity will be respected.

For information on this program,
call the crime prevention section of
the Farmington Hllls Police Depart-
ment, between the weekday hours of
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., at 473-9640.

Maureen O'Dell

Navy-bound

serve as an example, for her peers
and 2ll the students at Farmington

High' School, that no goal Is ever
unattainable, and that you are only

as good as you make yourself,
ke
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2 outage

Power

Approximately 1,000 Detroit -
Edison customors in an oroa .
bounded by 11 Mile, Farm-
ington Road, Nine Rtilo and’
a ‘quarter mile cast of
Middlebelt fost power for 50
minutes starting approxi- °
mately 8:45 a.m. Tuesday. In
a thunderstorm WMonday,
lightning apparently broke
the insulator on a
transformor near 11 Mile
and Middlcbest in Farming-
ton Hllls. The exposed wire
evantually started a poletop
tire that damaged the
transformer, causing the
power outage, said Earl
Floyd, Dotroit Edison's Qak-
land County customer mar-
keting services general su-
pesvisor. During the outage,
stop signs wers used to
control traffic at majer inter-
sections in the city of Farm-
ington. The interseciion of .
Farmington Road and Grand
River s shown sbove.
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