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ouble-dip

Solution couid cut unfalr tax
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LET'S SEE, TS
SALES TAX WITH NO PRO-
S T e
RELIEF OR PRADER RE-
Tﬁhér WITH SALES TAY, ON

begin attacking It, the Qakland County
Board of Commissioners is well on its way
to solving an unfalr tax system that’s long
‘bothered many residents.
Why should (olkx in Fnrmlnglon llllls Farm-
‘ington, i West B
or anywhere else pay lor their own district
.courts and the district courts in Troy, Rochester
and Walled Lake?
1t's called double-dipping, or doubl

ll-‘ ADMITTING a problem is the Best way to

It's called double-dipping, or
double-taxation. Texpayers’ local
tax dollars go toward their local
district court while their county
tax dollars help keep the 52nd
District Court operating . . . This
year, that means county

Taxpayers' local tax dollars go toward their lo-
cal district court while thelr county tax dollars
\help keep the 52nd District Court operating.

That 52nd District Court, with divisions in
Clarkston, Rochester, Troy and Walled Lake,
serves ts residents the same way local district
courts like the 48th, 47th or 46th serve their resi-
dents, except that county tax money is there to
keep the system afloat. This year, that means
county taxpayers will pump in almost $900,000
from county taxes.

That isn't fair.

OF COURSE, this isn't a new problem, hut one
that's been around more than 20 years,

It started out as a solution to another problem:
How could outlying, rural communitles support
their own district courts? It's similar to the way
the county sheriff’s department initially stepped
in to police rural communities.

Those rural towns and farmlands — Troy, Ro-
chester and to a lesser extent Clarkston and
Walled Lake — are now largely developed,
thriving eitles that can afford to pay for their
own courts.

The county board of commissioners passed a
resolution asking the state Legislature to allow
the county- to keep 90 cents of every dollar in
local fines and tickets that comes in to pay for
expenses.

Right now, the county can only keep about 66
cents, with the rest golng back to the local com-
munity where the ticket was written. Under the
new solution, just 10 cents would go back to the
local community.

HY DO some public school children
receive a better education than oth-
. ers?
A guide to the question and solutions appears
¢ within this
Observer & Eccentric Newspnper reporters
“examined the question from all angles. They
- compared local districts not only with each other
“'but also with the districts to which our schools
.compare themselves.
. As malerial was gathered, several factors be-
“came clear.
. The state's current school aid formula is a
. failure. Although designed to smooth out finan-
" cial differences between rich and poor school
! districts, gross inequality still exists, |
i.  Far too often, the quality of a child’s education
1.is dependent upon his or her address, The situa-
uon is indefensible morally, let alone on legal
'grounds, and can hardly benefit a society thal
: Inc; caslngly demands well-educated,  well-
T trained members.
+ It is not as if taxpayers are shirking their re-
14 wsponsibllities to local schools. In several in-
! stances, home owners in less wealthy distriets,
» with lower property tax assessments, are paying
. more in school taxes than their nelghhors in
»-wealthler distrlcts.

. WE ADVOCATE a change in the state aid lor~
smula, s in these
\prcsscd henvlly laxcd school districts to provide
their children with an education that, at bare
~minimum, gives them a fighting chance for suc-
1 cess in college or the job market. !

:. The Mlchigan, Legislature deserves some
v praise for finally agreelng to put something be-
i.fore voters, although we're disappointed they

;'passed the buck by putting two proposals on the
i3 1:Nov. 7 ballot,

EA Ending two years of deadlocks, lawmakers

pay will pump in almost
$900,000 from county taxes (to
help fund the 52nd District
Couri).

This solution doesn't really solve.the prohlem
That'’s the of. county
like John Pappageorge, R-Troy. He says thc
state should step up to its commitment and fund
the distriet court system. He also realizes that
making the system fairer will mean taking away
money from his constituents in Troy.

NEARLY ALL commissioners agree the state
could solve the double-dipping situation by tak-
Ing over funding the courts.

“The p: is,” says Law-
rence Pernick, D-Southfield, “the state has never
indicated what it's going to do. This, at least, rec-
ognizes the inequity in Oakland County.”

Commissioner Michael McCulloch, R-Royal
Oak, calls the resolution he sponsored a “gap
filler.” And, it fills the gap nearly all the way.

If the county had been allowed to keep 90 per-
cent of revenuc this year, county taxpayers
would only be paying about $150,000 for the 52nd
District system rather than slx times that, which
it will cost this year.

For alt practical purposes, this 90 percent so-
lution will make things more fair for those dou-
ble-dipped county taxpayers.

After all, if It didn’t cost the county anything to
run 52nd District Court — if it were running
break-even — nobody would complain,

Our schools
State aid and more needed

More money can buy more
hardware, it can renew buildings,
but hardware and buildinga are
no guarantee of a good education.

ment also have important roles Lo play.

1f voters are to be sold on increasedstate aid.
each local district must put its own house in or
der, balancing program with maintenance

More money can huy _more hardware, it can
renew buildi but and buildings are
no guarantee of a good education.

A computer cannol benefit a child' who cannot
read its instruction manual

Instead of comparing the number of comput-
crs in neighboring classrooms, we suggest dis.
tricts compare the number of students who can
spell properly.

And why are school districts with the highest
per pupil revenues having problems maintaining
butldings?

WHILE WE BELIEVE an increase in state aid
is necessary, we believe local districts could
work more closely with local government.

Rather than complaining about thelr lack of
commerclal tax base, we urge school officials to
work with city and township planners to promote
business growth withln their mutual territory.

We also urge local officials to resist the temp-
tatlon of commerclal and industrial tax breaks,
as well as tax increment financing authority dis-
tricts, knowing that they rob school districts of
precious tax revenue.

As we said before, when tax rates and average
house sale prices were compared, it became

ave placed before voters two ds of pump-
x, ng more money into public schools. Meanwhiie,
" .citizens groups are preparing their own property
-tax cut plan.

v After years of ranting agatnst tax increases,
the politicians acknowledged that some kind of
x increase 1s the only way more money ¢an be
found for education. No amount of political
, sleight-of-hand could obscure that fact.

! The schools need a better state aid formula,
;and they need it now.

~ BUT INCREASED state ald is only a partial
,w]ullun Locnl schogl boards and Iocal govern.

dantly clear that most local taxpayers are
paying plenty to provide for quality scheols. For
every Ciarkston, where voters just turned down a
bond issue for new schools and a Headlee over-
ride, there i3 8 West Bloomfield, where voters
have approved a series of new funds,

With cach property tax payment, local home-
owners declare their commitment to quality ed-
ucation. It's time for our elected officials, both in
Lansing and at the local level to do the same.

Lonsing must declare its commitment not Lo
reduce general fund moncy to education, should
cither tax proposal go through. Andrdistriets
must demonstrate (hey are spending wisely.

PEPPERONI PIZZA FROM
GULIOS QR.....

Right-to-die argument:

a very personal matter -

DAVID RIVLIN, {rom
the neck down, wants to die while
he's stlll sane.

And he makes a compelling argu-
ment why he should have the right to
do just that.

On May 17, the Farmington qua-
drlplegic petltioncd Oakland County
Circult Judge Hilda Gage to be re-
moved from the ventllator that has
kept him breathing for almost three
years and to let nature take over.

“HIs one driving wlish at this time
I3 to have his existence terminated
In as painless and swift a manner as
may be possible,” his petitlon reads.

The former Oak Park resident
tried to make a go of It after sever-
ing his splnal cord In a Callfornia
surfing accident 18 years ago. He
tried to llve Independently. He tried
to maintaln his dignlty, He went
back to school, He flirted with mar-
riage.

‘But a sploal aneurlsm in 1986 left
him bedridden — without use of his
arms, on a ventliator and with no
hope of recovery, The isolation has
sapped his will to live.

Rivlin, 38, is bright, alert and ar-
ticulate, But he rarely ventures from
bed as he watches TV, Hstens to the
radio and talking boaks, and ponders
his plight of virtual immobllity.

HIS PARENTS are dead. And he

It's Rivlin, who has:

has few vlaitors at the Oak Hilt Care
Center on Grand Rlver, his home for
the past two years.

‘Thanks to the ventllator, his medi-
cal condltion is stable. But modern
medicine lsn’t advanced to the polnt
where he'll ever be able to use his
arms and discard the ventilator, As
he put it: “I realized I'd be spending
the next 20 years in an

dle
considered pulling the plug for o
year,

“A person, I betleve, has the right
to say they want artiflclal means
dlsconnected,” he sald. “This Is nec:,
casary in Michlgan. But I think
shauld have the right without golng:
to court for it."

The kicker Is that doctors musis
render hlm uncensclous and discon--
nect the ventilator. He wants no food
and water If he lapses Into a coma, A~
court order Is needed to protect the!
doctors from liabllity even though..
the Oakland County prosecutor and
the Michlgan attorney general have-
sald they won't Intervene.

Rivlin's case.is a classic example

cut off pretty much from life.”

Frustrated, withdrawn, impassive
and angry, he feels useless to both
society and himself, He had so many
dreams to fulfill. He wanted to getl
married, have children, work hard in
a carcer — enjoy llfe.

Naturally gregarious, he mlisses
interacting with others.

“I'm angry when I reallze what
I've lost,” he told the Qbserver. “1
don't see any reasan to continue with
an empty shell of an existence.”

IF ANYONE can speak from ecx-
perlence about the necd for right-to-

of medical

quality of life apparently not worlh
living. “I'm just tired of belng-
hooked up,” he said. “It's artlficiai.
I've hated it from the beginning. I've
tried to llve with it. But I can't.”

I don't know how I'd feel in the
same circumstances. But I belleve
Davld Rivlin should have the right to

ie.

I can't think of a more personal
declslon than decldlng whether to
accept life-sustaining, long-term
medlcal treatment.

Bob Sklar is editor of the Farm-
ington Observer.

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters mus! be signed. original copies and include the address and tele-

* phone number of the writer. Names will be withheld from pubiication enly

for sufficient reason. We reserve the right to edit them. Send letters to
Readers' Forum, Farmington Observer, 33203 Grand River Ave., Farming-

ton 48024,

Thanks for
OCC stories

To the editor:

On behalf of Oakland Community
College's faculty and staff, I would
like to express our appreciatlon to
the Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers for the comprehensive coverage
we have recelved over the years.

We particularly enjoyed the finc
editorial and feature storics that
appeared In the June B8 editions
marking the onset of our silver annl-
versary.

surr “writer James Radebaugh's
interviews of four of our students
glve an excellent set of insights into
the reasons why people come to OCC
and what they think of the institu.

tion.

We have been in the business of
helping people create new (futures
for themselves for the last 25 years.

made an overwhelmingly

positive difference in the lives of our
atudents and in the community, but
over a quarter of a century, some
parts of our physical plant have be-
gun to show aigns of wear, and some
of our needs

tions we are planning for the cominx

year,
R, Stepben Nicholsoa,
chancellor
Oakland Cammunity College

Story slant
was unfair

To the editor:

This is in response to the article
published March 2, titled, “Hospltals
Shift Radiologic Tech Tralning to

As educators (n the fleld of Radiol-
oglc Technology, we are pleased to
hear about a new program begin-
ning, This !s a; 1o solving

er student to Instructor ratlo at a
{raction of the cost,

For information regarding these!
programs, contact the dlrector of |
our School of Radiologle Technalogy. :

Millle Massey, sxpervisor,.
Schoal of Radiologic Technology .
Providence Hospltal, -

Southffeld

Ranney says
he’sindebted '

To the editor:

First, 1 wish to congratulate Jack |
Cotton ‘and Helen Ditzhazy on their )
re-clection to the Farmington Board
of They have been most'

the massive technoloz,llt shortage

we are suffering from today.
However, this article was written

In a manner gnl{lr t:o hospital-based

’ ‘We are proud of our pmx';'nr;-l ami

our students.

Our. students participate in the
same classwork, yet recelve an add!-
tlonal benefit by being lavolved in
the aklly eumlnatloal of our Diag.

ic for the

to be updated. :

We thank your editorial writer for
characterizing us as “a valued asset
to Lhis dynamle community"” .
and we look forward to the commu-
nity's participation in the celebra-

duraunn of the presrnn

Our graduates also take the
credentllﬂng examination offered
by the American Reglatry of Radiol-
ogic Technologists, We prefer a
smaller clazs aixa to obtaln a strong-

e @Obgeruer & Eccentric Nemzpapera —

gracious In their'victory,

Second, I wish to thank the nenrly.
500 persons who ventured out Into ]
the rain to vote for me. I am indebt- !
ed toall of them.

Though the campaigning is ovcr,
for a while, some of.us will continue ;
m-lvl.nx for open communlcations +

with the community, the eﬂecuve.
use of our financlal resources,
formly excellent educatlon Lhronuh- .
out the district, and the uccrcdlu'
tion of all our

We will keep allve the kind of de- i
bate that stimulates interest nnd,
prevents stagnation,

Robert tuuey.
Farmingtoa Huls}

Steve Barnaby managing oditor
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Dick Isham general manager

Richeard Brady director of advertising

Fred Wright director of circulation

Subuman Communicalions Corp.
hilip Power’ chaitman ol Ihe board
ichard Aginian president

~TETEERTT AT T T T e e e



