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Out of control
100th graduation — a “farce’

! The writer, Martha B. Ehlers, is
a Farmington Hills resident,

' FARMINGTON HIGH School:
“Sg-lvln( for excellence?”

After " attending the centennlal
graduation program at Ford Audito-
rium last Tuesday, & more apt motto
would be: “Catering to the lowest
common denominator.”

Instead of a beautiful evenlog hon-
oring the school and the graduates
for the accomplishment of years of
work, we were visited with a dlsas-
ter,

A1 words were spoken on the atnge
of fine citizenshlp and good behav-
{or, they were mocked with catcalls
and shouts from the audlence and, to

a lesser degree, the students. One of -

the district's best teachers, who con-
tributed beautifully written and
well-presented remarks, was very
rudely treated for ber effort,

ght years ago, when our older
son from F:

guest
column

ure™ these evenlngs alone — just
my husband and m
When our daughter graduated in
1984, the situation was worse, but at
least we had oo visitors to shock.
Last night was the worst ever. Thank
goodness our second son and last
d:lld has graduated. We will never
have to endure that agaln.

WHY DO the administration and
the schodl board allow this calamity
year after year? None of the school
board can plead ignorance of what
h‘ppcned except Jack Inch (and I

can certaloly see why be would
choose to be el

High, we were embarrassed for our
school and for him by the rowdy cer-

emony in front of both sets of grand-
parents. After that, we vowed to “en-

Narrow the focus to produce better debates.

AT FIRST 1 thought someone
acroas town had read my 1988 col-
umn on the Lincoln-Douglas debates
and was expropriating the idea,

“No, I didn't see it chuckied
Clark Durant. “I guess great minds
~work along the same channel,”

Durnn:.bw, & lawyer In Detroit, is
sce

Clearly, al! on stage — adminis.
trators, superintendent, school board
— were uncomfortable. Clearly,
there was an effort made “Just to get

style serles — the real llfe, genuine
article.
TODAY'S DEBATES are made for
and people with
type minds,

The TV mind can’t concentrate on
a single toplc for more than a min-
uteanda !ul(.‘ﬂle Tlend lhlnu in

through it agaln” and to keep the
rowdies from getting worse by not
antagonizing them. Clearly, this be-
havior Is expected year after year ~
and tolerated.

Why doesn’t anyone care enough
about Farmington High School to
improve the aituation? Is no pride
left?

What an Insult an evening like that
13 to the good, well-behaved students
and thelr parents, relatives, and
{riends who hope that thelr gradua-
tion will reflect a fine, well-discip-
lined school and a quality educann.
Instead, the evening was more typl-
cal of & crowd at a wrestling match.
What s & dlploma worth from a
sehwl with discipline like that?

ext year, make a change. Have
authoritative " ushers, Hmit atten-
dance to parents and guardlans, pub-
licize to the students well in zdvance
what sort of behavior will be expect-
ed for “Reflections and Graduation.”

Promise to hold the diploma and
skip the name of any graduate who
{3 disruptive. Set zome limits and en-
force them. Get some dignity and re-
spect back — and have a graduation
next year instead of a farce,

School district battl
— a mirror for us ail

THE DRAMA going on In
Clareaceville in a lot of ways Is the
story of the struggle across
country — big versus small, money
versus jocat control. It's o struggle
you should know and understand,

When it comes to talking about
school districts in metropolitan De-
troit, few people think of Clarence-
vil}

o,

If somebody put it on a Jist of least
known fa about  southeastern
Michigan, it would range close to the
top of the list. Heck, if you ask most
folks in Livonla, Farmington Hills
and Redford Township, it would do
about the same.

And that's unusual because the
Clarenceville School District, a vir-
tunl dot on the map of metro school
duu-lctx, shares ground [n all three
of the H
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AND RECENTLY, they've been oo’
the stump to persuade others io vote,
in favor of dissolving the distriet. >

You can't really fault them fo
holding that view, But then, you

can’t fault the other zide efther. It's;
a battle that, in the end, will !osur'
bard feellngs for years to come —.,
sort of an emotlonal eivil war.

The fact is that resldents are tok-

ing the 80 xerlmu!y:

AT ONE time, school board mem-
ber Sam Prisk was called the “may-
or of Clarenceville.” Now he's re
tired, but the splrit re:

He explalned In a 1979 lmerview.

“Our school district is our heart, our
center, We're llke a dog that thinks
it's a human. We're a school district
but also a We're a com-

tles,

But for a moment, at least, you
should learn about the battle going
on in that district. For the parents of
the 1,976 students, it's a struggle of
principle against principle, a strug-
gle for the heart of 2 communlty.

Clarenceville, although a school
district, is and has been for many
years, a community. Although it
basa't a mayor or city council, for
many it has been just as much a

munity that thinks it's a town.”

in fact, Clarenceville is the oldest
“community” in the area. Founded
In 1837 as a settlement, It is named

ter a previous owner of the Bots-
ford Inn, Thomas Clarency.

But some ip “town™ se¢ Clarence-
ville through a different shade of
glass than does Sam Prisk. They see
a disirict whose earollment hes
dwindled substantially and which
has had to close two of its four

as most any
whcm familles grow up, work and

Tim
Richard

for U.S. Senate next year. He's one in
a prospective field of three or four
who would Ilke to take on two-term
Sen. Carl Levin, 54, of Detrolt. And
Durant isn't coy. He's running.
Plcking up on Levin’s own stated
munu?; of umpalgnmg on issues,

terma
bites I.nslead of lubsunw
One recalls the vice-presldentinl
debate where the only line that made
the news was Lloyd Bentsen's jlbo to
Dan Quayle: “Senator, you're no
John Kennedy,” convenlently forget-
llng lhal JFK’s senatorial nickname
Jack.”

1o debate. Not one deblu. mind you,
but saven. And not your pot-boller
Tv debllu, but a Lincoln-Douglas

In the typlcal TV-style debate, a

panel of newspeople pop lu'pme
questions on any toplc under the sun,

and the debater has one to three
minutes to respond. Such debates re-
veal who has been coached In TV-
style answers, who can memorize
and dellver quips, but not who can
formulate public pollcy and run a
government.

e pundlis analyze who “came
off" best, who seemed most confl-
dent, who aweated. They never get

[ The pulse of your community @ The pulse of your commiunity @ The pulse of

DURANT IS propoaing the winner
of the GOP primary and Levin dls-
cuss topics Lincoln-Douglas style.

In that format, the first speaker
goes on for two time units, the sec-
ond for three time units, and the first
closes In one time unit. The time
unlts can be up to a halt-hour,

my own view, the debates
should hnve a single toplc: the de-
fense budget; why the US, has the
most expenslve medical care In the
world but not necessarily the best;
e international economy; the dis-
uo]ving family and its burden on the
welfare system — or anything else
the combatants can agree on.
But none of thls two minutes per

The district had ooly one high
school and a middle school.

topic, OK?

Durant’s notion is to scatter the
debates acrosy the state, and not just
in a TV studio or the Economic Club
of Detroit. I propose the UAW local
on Plymouth Road, Clareoceville
High School (some {01k are serlous
about dlzsolving the district), some
place near the Warren tank plant, a
Farm Bureau ball in Clinton County
(the farm economy has been
wretched for years), and the Miller
Auditorium at Western Michigan
Unlversity (Upjohn Co, ia there; it

walted for yeara to get federal ap-

proval for a halr product, and it’s u:e

topic of takeover gossip).

Both men are attorneys of some
skill. T'd Uke to hear them discuss
the Bork to the Supreme

that pollce are investigating death-
threats agalnst an organizer of e,
dissolution movement.

Looking at the facts and figures, ll
would seem sensible to close sho;
and let resldents put their children in
one of the three other districts.
whereln they reslde. The district fs;
small, the mlllage rate high and lhc
facilitles so-s0.

two children in the district, sald re-,
cently. 3
Clarenceville — a story of Amerl-y
¢a Lo microcosm.
Steve Barnaby is managing ed-
itor of the 12 Cbserver & Eccen-,
tric Newspapers.
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Court (Levin voted noj, nmzm:rnov
ered superficially as a women' (‘
rights polltical story oo TV. The!
Wayne State Law School In Detroit,
or the Cooley Law School In Lﬁmlngn
would be good sites.

A college debate coach would m~.
feree them. I'm uncertaln whether r
would work reporters’ questions Intos
the format, If there were questions,)
they ehould be conllned to the debate}
toplc and aimed st clarifying pointm
or cliciting direct replies of C:ndl
date A to Candidate B's remark, *

Now those would be debatex! N

Tim Richard is director of ﬂm
Suburban Communications Corp.)

centric Newspapers.
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for you. From 18th Centui
styla you prefer has the

Rog. 4408

SALE %299 uloutshelf or VOR, 1 drawe) 5214 19% - H
Similar model avaliable in cherry. . Reg. *1
SALE 899

SSteait (olos.

2600 N. Voodwud Ave.
Jus South of Square Lake
Fixe Farnissre Since 1917

ENTERTAINMENT CENTERS? Stewart-Glenn
HAS ONE DESIGNED JUST FOR YOU.

Oak Entertalnmsnt Center
(4 door, VCR and TV shell,
eloctricat outiet, adjustable
shell) 35x21-H 57'% in.

H

Hooker's Decorator Group of entertainment centers offer
the widest selection In the most popular finishes and
styles for the perfect accent to any room of your home.
Whether your need s for TV-VCR storage or a cabinet to
house your complete electronic system with storage for
records, tapes and disks, Hooker has designed a cabinet

, Country and Traditional, the
inctionai Insides to match its
quality cabinetry. But hurry, SALE ENDS JULY 1.

Small Entertalnment Center
ak Vanoors and Oak Sollds (Puli-out
-h'll!nr VCR)S1x 18-H321n.

Reg. 814 $629

of Bloomfield Hills

Corner Entertainment Cantor
Oak Sollds and Venoers (Pocket doors with
pull-out TV swivel, cable/oloctrical outiat, and

cunn Anno, Entmnlnmom Conlor
pull-ou TVMVQI, cablc/ Iec

outiet, pun
drawer for VCRs.) 35x22xH 54 in.

S SALE 5719

ch-out back, Drop—lld pull-out
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