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WB//\Noman wins appeal of suit
- for accident on Farmington Road

dy Tim Richard
staft writer

‘The Oakland County Road Com-
ilsslon must decide whether to pay
off an injured West wom-

‘There was evidence
that the road was
narrowed by the

an or appeal two lower court decl-
slons to the Michigan Supreme
Caurt.

- The state Court of Appeals last
week upheld an Oakland Circuit
Court fury decislon to award Melba
B. Flulkncr 85, $517,500 for her in-
jurles on nnow»choked Farmington
Road soven years ago.

With Interest, that clalm could
amounl to $1.2 million, said ber at-

ey, Barry Waldman,

"Why dldn't they resolve it (settle

out of court) quickly and easlly?”
Waldman alked rhetotlcnlly. “ it
had been an insurance company,
there would have been no trial.”
. Robert Brignall, attorney for the
road commlssion, sald he was study-
ing the 8-0 appeals court opinlon to
explore the gnvernmcuml agency's
options.

.FAULKNER SUFFERED closcd
head injuries which Waldman sald
raused mild to moderate selrures
and mild copfuslon.

+ “She can't drive. This led to her
retirement from clvlc work,” he
sald
.Faulkner was in a two-car head-on
collislon about 5 p.m. on Feb. 7, 1982
wllh David Walch of Fnrmlngtnn
The crash occurred on

P of
compacted
snowbanks.’

~— Michigan Court of
Appeals

Road between 14 Mile and Maple
roads “in'an area bound on each side
by mounds of dirt that were approxi-
mately two feet high,” according to
the appeals court declslon.

“Because of a snowfall, the road
had been narrowed to 1%
lanes. . .Further, there was evi-
dence that the road was narrowed by
the presence of compacted
snowbanks on each slde of the road
caused by plowing.”

In a 1987 trial before Judge Fran-
cis X, O'Brien, a jury found Faulkner
10 percent at foult, reduclng ber
$575,000 award to $517,500,

HERE IS HOW the appeals court
pancl of Judges John H. Shepherd,
Walter P. Cynar and David H.
Sawyer ruled on the road co
slan 's appeal arguments:

© The road commlssion argued it
should have been allowed to intro-
duce evidence that Faulkner had
filed a agalnst
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the other driver, Walch, in order to
impeach Walch's

lhu snowbanks weren't proven to be

But the appeals court uld 0O'Brien
dld not abuse hls discretion in that
declslon.

& The road commission argued
O'Brien erred by “refusing Its re-
quest for an inquiry Inla the prca poc-

cause of the colllllon

The Oakland County Parks and
Recreation Commisslon {s spensor-
ing the following summer pro-
grams {n June:

® Qutdoor Market: 10-11:30
am. Saturday, June 24, ot the Inde-
pendence Oaks Nature Center. A
naturalist wil explain tho basics in
collecting and preparing various
wild edlble lgkmu and ;wcmary

’rbe appeala court
ing “there was evidence that the
road appeared freshly plowed with
snowbanks on each side. It noted
Faulkner presented evidence the
road commission had used improper

tlve Juwu ack-
groun

Thc nppza!: court dlsagreed,
again saylng he trinl judge dldn‘f.
abuse hls discretlon. “(T)he case was
not 50 complex Lhat the pros)
jurors' educatlional background

would be a factor for disquallflca-
tlon," the opinlon salid.
® The road commission argued

a bottom scraper instead
of snowplow, on the road.
“There was evldeuee thnl a police

p 00d. Cost
is §1 cach.

® Forests of the Steamy Raln:
2-3 p.m. Sunday, June 25, the Cohn
Amphitheater at the nature center.
Live animals from the rain forest
will be used to show how they
adapt to their environment. Cost is

County sets parks offerings

$2 uch or |n a family.
® Things That Gv‘ 1-3:30 p.m.,
Monday nna Wednesday, Juoe 26
and 28, at the nature center. Par-
ticipants, who must be 9-13 years
nl nge, will bulld a rocket. Cost is

3 each sesalon.

Upcoming programs in July in-
clude l.&xcnda Yarns and Tales en
July 8, Critter Care on July 12 and
13, ‘and Loon Lady on July 15,

Al programs are scheduled at
the Independence Oaks Nature
Center on Sashabaw Road, north of
1-75 near Clarkaton,

Pre-reglstration is required. For
more information or to register,

offlcer had
{road commisslon) of a similar accl-
dent the day preceding. . . and that
the condltion could have been reme-
dled quickly if defendant had sent a
fronl lunded snowplow to clear the
road.
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Bloomfield Plaza
Telegraph & Maple

Saks Ffifth Avenue invites you to meet linda
Lopez, the new resident skincare consultant and
cosmetic artist for Estee Lauder in our Troy store.

Call 643-9000 ext. 261 for a
ment or complimentary group beauty seminar.
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Somerset Maf, Bg Boaver at Coohdge, Tr
Open weekdays from 10am to 9pm; Saturday ti6 pm;. Sunddy 12t0 5:30pm

ersonal appoint-

@ Twice a week is better
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Greenstone’s stocks over
200 styles of classic men’s
and ladics’ timepleces —
featuring onc of the nation’s
largest sclections of Rolex —
the standard of elegant
timekeeping. Pictured
watches from $750.
Other selections available
from $100.
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CRANBROOK
KINGSWOOD
SCHOOL

ingswood
885 Cranbrook Road, Bloomfield Hills

ADMISSIONS TESTING

for
students entering
6th through 10th grades

WEDNESDAYS, JUNE 28TH AND JULY 19
9AM. ,

Advance Reglstration Required
R.S.V.P.

645-3610

Campus

NO PURCHASE NECESSARY

Get the Key to Your Golden Years at ...
The Heatherwood ‘

Illl—lg

Unlock the Doors to:
B One Year FREE Rent

E One Year FREE Lunches
E Moving costs up to $1,000
CALL FOR FURTHER DETAILS 350-1777
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WINNERS TO BE SELECTED JULY 351




