Mike’s independence
Harrison grad overcomes special challenges

By Susan Buck
statf writor

ORTUNE FROWNED on
Mike Logan when he was
born but his determination
and icnacity won hlm a

lucky star,
Logan, 12 and a spina biflda vie-
tim, has endured 22 operations since

he was born on April 13, 1970 in’

Hospital In
Thc first operation was at birth.
Splna bifida ls a congenital defor-
mity at the base of the splne In
which the spine does not form com-

pletely. The cause of the conditlon ts
unknown and there ia po cure,

“When 1 was born they notlced
that my spine was open,” said Lo-
gan. “They went right In and closed

ght up. There was a bubble with
the nerves coming out and they
sewed it back up, but all those
nerves were damaged, Those nerves
controlled the lower part of my
limbs and they were totally de-
stroyed,”

Thls year, Logan was honored by
the Farmington Youth Assistance
(FYA) for his work In the community
which Included volunteer work at

Mike waits outside Harrison for “Swing-out” ceremonies to be-
gin, when he will lead the procession of seniors In their caps

and gowne.

After festivitios on hia last day of high school, Mike
gels an cmotional hug from his mom, Maureen Lo-
gan.

.
‘

Mike leaves Harricon High School aftor “S8wing-out,” the sen-
lor's annual bash, haading for his usual parking space.

Bou(oni Hospltal ast summer.

“l was a go-fer,” said Logan. “I
ke to help out people. I'm sympa-
thetle to other peoples' problems.”

Logan performed a varlety of
tasks, two days a week at Botsford
Hospital. “I was In the stroke unit
and helped clean the therapy mats
that patients lle on."

Logan was numlnau:d for th‘ FYA

Logan values his ablllty to be 2
good listener, “I've been pretty open
with people. I ean cope. I tell people
If they ever have problems to call
me,” said Logan.

He plans to attend Oakland Unl-
versity but has not declded nn a ma-
Jor.

Logan's parents are Maureen, a
scn:]ce representative for Manpow-

award by Mike
ketball co:lch al Harrison lllgh
School.

“Mike Logan has been a volunteer
manager for varsity basketball for
three years and volunteer manager
for junlor varsity for one year. He
has belped out at Botsford Hospltal,
cspeclally with the wheclchair-
bound and helps with the elderly ln
his neighborhood,” said Bl Hamil-
ton, a FYA spokesman.

Logan graduated from Harrison
High School Jast Thursday. He went
to the senlor prom which was held at
the Novi Hilton with fellow senfor
Sue Kubat.

Happler times have flnally come

for Logan. But, it wasn't always so.

1 have a shunt, a Jong tube, in my
head which drains the cerebral fluld
down by an automatic pump. With-
out it you get severe headaches and
hydrocephalus. It’'s beyond an
Excedrin headache, it hurts s0 bad.
Two or three of those shunt revisions
were emergency surgeries,” sald Lo-
gan.

Through the years, he has also had
operations and surgeries in Chil-
dren’s Hospital, Mott Hospital, Ann
Arbor, Mount Carmel Mercy Hospi-
tal, Detroit and Beaumont Hospital.

Logan has had steel rods placed in
his back to hold hls spine and six
Inches of hls right tower rib re-
moved.

Every time a new opcratlon was
necded, Logan sald he became de-
spondcn

Hopefully there will be no more
operations.

At one time, be could walk with a
brace, But no mere.

An upbeat attltude pulls Logan
through. He strives to be self suffl-
clent. He drives a Cutlass Supreme
with hand controls. Logan works
part-time at the counter

y Serviceln F
Hxlls and Dan, a vice-president with
BASF Automative Paint Supply Co.
In Farmington Hills. He has two
brothers, Dan, a student at Central
Michigan Unlversity and Tim, 15, a
sophomore at Calhollc Central in
Redford Townshlp.
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Mike uses hand to lift his

allowing him to drive

atop his car,

Y
program at Harri-

Amy Krome of West

congr
Mike on his last day of school at Hsrrison,

Krome, who graduated the yea

at Perry drug store, 12 Mlle and
Farmington, and is the first wheel-
chalr emplayee at Lhc store.

and

Mike gh an

son, -
r before, knows ‘
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highly lnlclllgcnl." sald manager
Chuck Halnley.

8ue Xupat, Mﬂm s dalu at thia yenr's Hmllon prom, eito on his l.np nn they dun:a the -\}[;hl
20n held ita spring prom at the Novi Hitton.



