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consumer mailbag

! The following s one of tho Con-
sumer Mailbag's ECO-NOTES — op-
‘dales on various environmental is-

sues:

. AIRQUALITY

< During 1987, air quallty remalned
“poor in all major US, cities despite
-the continued battle to reduce polla-
“ttoa levels down to comply with the

‘ederally set standards, The EPA re-
_poris that 68 metropolitan
&lx more than in 1966 — hlled lo

‘neet the ozone standards. Ozone s
the maln lung-irritating Ingredient
-[n smog.

monoxide levels, The 23 largest US.
urban areas failed on one or both
counts,

ACID RAIN

While most people are aware that
Northeast inland lakes arc belng
adversely affected by acld deposits,
a recent report from the Environ-
mental Defense Fund (EDF) states
that acid raln — specilically alr-
borne nltrogen — is causlng a major
deeline in the quallty of coastal wa-
ters and m.lrine life in the eastern
United Staf

The EDF nludy eumullncd the ef-

o

1 Several areas showed imp:
menl in carbon monoxide levels,
_rainly because more older cars ex-
“endpt from emlssion controls were
nnked Despite Improvements, §9
falled to meet the carbon

Q. Are pesticides dangerous in the
amounts that we consume in food?
A. If pesticides didn't contain pols-
«om, thoy wouldn't kill pests. And
.there woulda't be the curreat com-
- cerns about what type and how much
L| in-our foods,
The FDA says NO, lha amounts

fects of

of oxygen from the water) rather

than acidity, on coastal life.
Alrborne nitrogen oxides, mostly

from cars and clectric utliities, are

converted to nitric aclds and nl-

swere from the Nutrition Action
Healthletter should unravel some of
the conflicting informatlon we've
heard;

HOW SERIOUS IS THE PROB-
LEM OF PESTICIDES IN FOODS?
In an EPA ranking of 29 environ-

:omnmcd by the average Amerd
-are:not dangerous. The Natfonal
“Academy of Sciences aays MAYBE.
Consumer groups say YES,

> However, while uu: "experts” ar-
«gue. we ns consumers don't have to
“de We can

mental pt

only worker exposure to chemicals
and Indoor radon pose a greater risk
of cancer than pesticides In food.
Pestleides were also rated as a “bigh
risk” for non-cancer risks, such as

Zmake a dliference in how we select
:and prepare these {
3 The followlng quuuans and an-

or nervous system dlsor-
ders.

While other risks factors, such as
dlet, smoking or drinking, play a
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algee L] @ deple '3

ol g sunlight
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According to the US, EPA, cases
of severe oxygen depletion and fish
kills are on the risa in eastern coast-
2l waters from the Chesapeake Bay
south through North Carolina, par-
ticularly In estuarfes.

SOLAR ENERGY

A main drawback to solar energy
bas been its higher cost in relation to
other forms of cnergy. Howaver, s0-
lar energy arq getting
closer to mlklnx solar energy cost
competitive with coat and oil.

Sclentists at the Areo Solar Co,
and the Solar Energy Research Instl-

meore Important role than pesticides
in tho general public’s bealth, we are
awaro of these risks have some
control over them. Because pesti-
cides can’t be seeq or tasied, they go
largely unnoticed.

ARE SOME PEOPLE MORE AT
RISE THAN OTHERS!

Farm workers who mix and apply
toxic pesticides are in the greatest
danger, Children who consume more
pesticides per pound of body weight
than any other group are the sext
most vulnerable.

WHICH FOODS ARE MOST
LIKELY TO CONTAIN PESTICIDE

tute, a division of the US. Depart-
ment of Encrgy, havs increased so-
lar panel cﬂlclency from 8 percent
0 11.2 percent. Fifteen percent effi-
clency would make the panels cost-
competltive with other energy sourc-
es.

This efflclency Improvement was
achloved with the use of copper indi-
um dlsclenide (CIS), a serniconduetor
material that converts sunlight Into
electrelty.

Are the pesticides we eat dangerous?

RESIDUES?

Meat, poultry, fish, butter and lard
probably contaln residues more fre-
quently than frults or vegetables. We
consume the greatest TOTAL
amount of pesticides from gralns
and added fat because we eat s0

much of these n our diet.
WHICH FOODS ARE
C!.EANBT‘
Legumes — beans and peas —

usually havc the lowest levels when
tested.
Also, refined sugar and rellned
vextublc olls are virtually residue-
ree because the resldue is eliminat-
ed during the extensive processing
used En the reflning process,
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1642 E. 11 Mile Rd., Madison Hgts. Since
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CIS produces large amounts of
clectrieal current in panets, but at
the samo time lowers the panel’s
maximum voltage, When the vollage
was ralsed, the current was reduced
to unzceeptable levels.

Sclentists found by adding the ele-
ment galllum to CIS they could raise
the voltage without geltlng the usual
reduction in current.

Instl-

e Energy Research
tute belleves that these CIS/xlllmm
panels should one day produce pow-
er at half the cost of power gmenl.-
ed by present day solar pancls and
cost competltive with coal or ofl,

hopes to et these new

panels for limited commerclal use
by 1990.
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WCHII\@ Shop

123 Chatham 8t. W,
Downlown Windsoe * Det. Phone 9625241

Hours: M.P 9:306, Sat. $.5:30, Sun. 1.5

NEXT WEEK: pesticides In pro-
duce.

The Conaumer Mailbap an-
swers your questions. Address
mail to The Consumer Mailbag,
Concern Detroit, One Kennedy
Square, 4th Floor, Detroit 48226,
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y one perso
can design exactly
the fumiture you wartt.

on’t compromise.
Nobody knows what you want better than you
do. And, our design stalf lets you create exactly
the fashlonable look you want.
500 styles; 1000 fabrics.

Select from 500 styles of aolns. loveseats,

deslgner fabrics.
35 day delivery.

warranty.
Sensible prices.

leopers, alra en
luke your time seloctlnq (he cover you like.
From an entira wall {illed with more than 1000

You also get a llfetime frams, spring and
cushlon warranty; as well as a two year fabric

Brent offers you the opponunuy to buy fino
furniture that's sensibl
where even a modest decorating budgoet

priced. It's a place
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