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Trees and sidewalks do not a revitalization make

It doesn't seem that long ago when
shopping meant walling or riding
the bus to the- nearest downtown
shopplng dlstrict.

As a product of the late '50s, hav-
Ing the opportunity to shop “up
Schaefer” as a young person was
second only to visiting downtown De-
trolt for the same purpose, Kresge's,
Albert's and Federal's were just a
few of my favorite hangouts that
made shopping “up Schaefer” a
great way to spend an otherwise.
boring summer's day.

Recently I declded to take a stroll
down memory lane and visit the “up
Schaefer” of my past. Relatlves liv-

ing in the area had mentioned how 1
should take a look because of the re-
cent renovatlons.

1 was told the area was still thriv-
ing and as busy as it had ever been. |
was also told that the proliferation
of strip malls and super reglonal
malls now surrcunding thls district

,had no negative cffect on it.

After a short walk through the
downtown Dearborn area, I was re-
minded of the old saying, “You can't
g0 back home again.” So many of the
stores where I had spent hours shop-
plng had been out of buslness for

years.
And as for the bisinesses that had
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replaced them — well, they certain-
1y weren't of the same caliber T ex-
pected. Kresge's was now McCro-
ry's. Albert’s had been replaced by
by a retailer that reminded me of
“Rave” revisited.

And what had been Federal's was
now home to a medical center, See-

ing a great deal of vacant lease
space was also dlscouraging, espe-
clally because the majorlty of these
storefronts were eyesores.

On a positive note, I was pleased
to se¢ many of my old {avorites still
golng strong. Alcamo's Jtalian mar-
ket, Lombardi’s, Sanders and Mont-

gomery Ward were not only looking
good but were obviously surviving
well enough to stay downtown.

From a cosmetic viewpolnt, trees
now line Schaefer where no trees
had been before. The sidewalks
along Michigan Avenue were belng
replaced, and a new grocery store
complex now stood where 2 much
smaller grocery store, bar and pho-
tography studlo had once been.

But as one local resident sald,
“I'm not golng to shop there because
of the trees and sldewalks.”  *

Keeping this In mind, I wonder 1f
this district (and others like It) un-
derstand how revitalization works

and the commitment It takes to
make It successfully happen. -

Trees and sidewalks are a start,
but that can‘t be where It ends.

It tekes a lot of work invalving
community leaders, business owners
and residents to do what's needed for
“up Schaefer" and any other district
trying to make Its way back.

Mary DiPaolo is the owner of
MarkeTrends, a Farmington
Hills-based business consulting
firm. She is also producer and
host of the cable television series,
“Chamber Perspectives.”

& SUBCONTRACTORS
Thursday, June 22 — Amcrican
Subcontractor Associatlon-South
East Michigan holds annual dinner.
Informatlon: David Hloman, 351-

G QENERAL CONTRACTORS
Thursday, June 22 — Building re-
latlonships with Japanese clients dis-

Greater Detroit Chamber of Com-
merce at 10 a.m. at chamber head-
quarters, 600 W. Lafayette, Detrolt.
Information: Greater Detroit Cham-
ber of Commerce, 313-964-4000.

® SALARY LAW

Taesday, June 27 ~ “Wage &
Hour Law Salary Review" offered 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. at the American Socl-

cussed at meeting of the
of General Contractors of America
at the Engineering Soclety of De-
trott. Informatlon: 342-5100,

® STRESS MANAGEMENT
Thursday, June 22 — “Coping
Skills/Stress Management” work-
shop offered noon to ! p.m. in the
third-floor audltorium of Compre-
henslve Health Services' maln bulld-
Ing, 2875 W. Grand Bivd., Detrolt. In-
formatlon: Comprehensive Health
Services, 875-4200 Ext. 2687.

© QUALITY CONTROL

Friday, June 23 — Greater De-
trolt Section of Ametican Soclety for
Quality Control meets 7 p.m. at the

ety of Employ Cen-
ter, 23815 Northwestern Highway,
Southfield. Non-member fee: $205.
Information:
American Soctety of Employers.

©® JAPANESE TOURISIM

Tuesday, June 27 — “Hospltallty
and Tourism Industry and the Japa-
nese Traveler" offered for three
hours at the Radlsson Sultes Hotel in
Farmington Hills. Informatien: Ja-
pan America Business Consultants,
963.7262.

® GROUP FACILITATORS
Wednesday, June 28 — “Develop-

ing Group Facilitator Skills” offered

9 am. to 4 p.m. at the American So-

353-4500. Sponsor:

19 — "Beglnning Computer . . . Sur-
viving the Computer Age” offered 7
9 p.m. in Bloomfleld HHls. Fee: $65.
Informatlon: 645-3635. Sponsor:
Cranbrook Educational Community.

© ACHIEVING

Thursday, June 20 — “I Can
Achleve" workshop offered noon to 1
p.m. in the third-floor auditorium of

Comprehensive Health Services’
main bullding. 2875 W. Grand Blvd.,
Detroit. Informatlon: Comprehen-
sive Health Services, 875-4200 Ext.
2687.

® DRUG ABUSE

Thursday, July 6 — "Getting Help
wlth Drugs and Aleohel” workshop
offered noon to 1 p.m. In the third-

Experience
our new
Tura Eyewear
Selection
System

Visit T.E.S.S.—
the fun, easy way
to match your
eyewear to your

Big Beaver east of John R, Troy. To-
2 "'Set " Infol

clety of Empl. Ce Cen-
ter, 23315 Northwestern Hlghway,
Ne ber fee: $205.

Pl nsory P . rma-
tion: Maurecn Heaphy, 383-1654.

® CELLULAR
COMMUNICATIONS

Friday, June 23 — “Uscs of Cellu-
lar Communlcations {n Public Safe-
ty" semlinar beglns at 9 a.m. at the
Guest Quarters Suites Hotel in Troy.
Information: Lisa Elian, 737-6741.
Sponsor: Ameritech Moblle Commu-
nicatlons.

© GOVERNOR SPEAKS
Monday, June 26 - “New Era
Jobs In Michigan,, wlll be discussed
by Gav. James J. Blanchard at the
annual meetlng of the Business Edu-
catlon Alliance, an affiliate of the

Information: 353-4500. Sponsor:
Amerlean Society of Employers.

® HANDICAPPED OWNERS

Wednesday, June 28 — "Bullding
Blocks to Success — Opening Doors
for Handicappers” a seminar for
physically handicapped small busi-
ness owners and entrepreneurs, will
be 6-9 p.m. at the Holiday Inn, 26555
Telegraph, Southfleld. Fee: $15. In-
formation; Jacqueline Watters at 1-
517-484-8440 (volce or TDD). Spon-
sor: Handlcapper Small Business As-
soclation,
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lifestyles and
wardrobe colors.

Hoerle Sedgwick Optici Suburban Op ie A i
Birmingham Livonla
644-8002 525-8170
[ tch Benchmark O,

Village éirminnham nymoumpuca!
642-2225 453-6180

floor auditorium of Comprehenslve
Health Services’ maln bullding, 2075
W. Grand Blvd., Detrolt. Informa-
tlon: Comprehensive Health Ser-
vices, 875-4200 Ext. 2687.

® BEGINNING COMPUTER

Mondays, July 10-31 — “Begln-
ning Computer . . . Surviving the
Computer Age” offered 7-8 p.m. in
Gordon Hall of Cranbrook School,
550 Lope Pine, Bloomfield Hills.
Fee: $65, Information and reserva-
tions: 645-3635. Sponsor: Cranbrook
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JUST ACQUIRED

Re-~Sell-t

Hard \Wood China Cabinets, Hutches, Dining Tables,
8edrooms. China, Glass, Wall An, Traditional
& Contemportary Furniture & Lighting for all

Rooms. Plus Decor Accessoties, . .and More!

ESTNATTE
SALES

34769 Grasa Ru
Farmangien, Atchigan
478-7355
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e l ! l e ! S With a First Federal of Michigan Also, you T
checking account, there's no monthly  can use your First i
service ch%rgle il you maintain a $300 Federal fslige; Eard to access your
minimum balance. account through the Magic Line® (&2
2 Homo fmpg- 21 Y” E i And no matter what your balance, and Plus Systegnx 24-h05r ATM neg- )
Licensed/Insured ¢ ears Experience you earn 4%9% annual interest? paid works. And enjoy expanded Saturday
and compounded monthl{]. drive-up service at many offices.
BATHROOMS » KITCHENS+ PELLA WINDOWS + ADDITIONS There's no charge per check, And For more information,
. your first 50 checks are free. call toll lree,
DOORWALLS+» SUNROOM8+ DECKS Open an account now and we'll even  1-800-342-5336.
pay you for your old checks, five cents 1t pays to think First. =
per unused check, up to 200. *lnterest rales subiect 10 change withou! notice.
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