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Sketch {above) shows new
Wayne Theatre proposed by
the Patace Theatre Company. .
{Left) a recent drawing de-
picis the theater as it origi-
natly looked, back in 1827. It

By Bob Waibel
spoclal writer

HIS 1S THE STORY of a
theater that once was the
talk of Western Wayne
county. Today, it's all but

forgotten. The fina) chapter, bowev-
er, is yet to be written.

If a group of concerned citizens
are successful, the story will tell of 2
a theater that literally returned
from the grave to live again with
laughter and applause.

Back Ln 1926, when most the area
was rural { , when Michigan
Avenue was the main highway be-
tween Detrolt and Chicago and when
the village of Wayne was the hub of
actlvity, local businessmen bullt a
theater and hotel cgmplet It loclud-
ed flve stores along Michigan Ave-
nue and a bowling alley In the base-
ment.

‘The Wayne Theatre, by all ac-
counts, was ov.e of the most beautiful
ever bullt in a small town. It seated
850 (625 on the maln floor, 225 in the
balcony) and featuréd excellent
acoustics, a full orchestra pit and a
fiyloft for stage curtalns.

ADS CALLED IT “The Pride of
Wayne.” They promised the latest in
photoplays (that's what they called
movies in those days) and the best in

on and Sunday,

was the home of
and “photo plays.” Later, it
became a movie house,
which closed in 1851. Then,
the facliity was used for a
various of purposes, until a
fire in 1885, Now a non-profit
corporation is buying the the-
ater, planning to renovate it
and turn it into a performing
arts center for Western
Wayne County and to estab-
tish a professionsal, resident
acting company. The theater
is expected to be in operation
by next summer,

Y

Opening might was Saturday, Aug.
27, 1927. Newspaper articles tefl of
patrons lined up for more than a
block when the doors opened at £:30
room-only audlence

Vs, A
short, and five vaudeville acts. The
shows were a hit. Soon, it was the

most popular theater around.
The Woodward Theatre Company,
headed by Henry S. Koppin, operated
managed 26 the-

pln Vaudeville Clrcuit. Many of the
big acts that toured Detroit, such as
Al Jolson and Fred Astaire, also
played Wayne.

Speclal radio nights included a
broadcast of the Jack Dempsey-
Gene Tunney fight, And radio station
'WWJ regularly presented “The Okla-
homa Cowboys"” live from the stage.

But, alas, the stock market crash
of 1929 caused Koppln to close his
chain of theaters. A few months lat-
er, Walter Shafer reopened the

'New life
|for theater

Wayne Theatre and operated it with
hls sons, Charles and Mariln, a8 a
movie house until 1951, when it was
closed. The Shafers had pecently
opened Lhe larger, more modern
State down the streel. As with the
vaudeville that once was 50 popular,
the Wayne Theatre soon became but
a fond memory. .

THE LOBBY WAS converted [nto
a music siors Occaslonally, high
schools used the stage. Eventually,
however, the scats w2re removed,
and the auditorium was partitioned
Into music and dence rebearsal
rooms. It remained that way uotil
April 1985, when a fire destroyed the
lobby and Lhe stores along Michigan
Avenue. The theater itself sustained
only minor smoke damage.

1t sat vacant and fenced for nearly
two years. Finally, a group of the-
ater bulfs, headed by Dave Carrick
of Westland, formed a nonprofit cor-
poratlon to restore the theater. “We
call ourselves the Palace Theatre
Campany, afler the Palace

Opera
House that was bullt in Wayne in ",

1886, " Carrick said. _
An open house was held Avg. 27,
1987 (60 years alter opening night) to

announce restoration plans. These -

include rebuilding the lobby, refurb-
ishing the auditorium to ita former
splendor and .. cating a lorming
arts center fu, the Western Wayne
County area. “We also plan to estab-
lish a professional, Equity acting
company, similar
atre in Detroit,” Carrick sald.

“So far we've dooe & lot of ci2an-
up work, staged two successful
haunted-theater fund-raisers and re-

purchase agreement.
We have also applied for foundation
ts, and a bepefit concert is ten-

gran!
tatively planned for Sept. 23 at Ches- -

ry Hill High School,” be said.

“We bave leiters of endorsement
communities and
wide variety of

area. Only a miracle saved It from a
fiery demise. It's a true historic
treasure. We want to save it from
the wi and preserve a
part of our heritage for {uture gener-
ations.” .

For more information, call the
theater at 728-SHOW, or write Pal-
ace Theatre Company, 35164 Micki-
gan Ave., Wayne 43184.

NEWLY REMODELED.
Come See What We've Done
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
for your Dancing and Listening Pleasure
June Sueer Dinner Specials
12 items under *8% Any Two tor *15%°
Brolled, Petite Lamb Ch
rolted, Center Cut Pork Chope
lod, Boneless, Breas! of ghlck-n
rollod O » Roughy
oad House Style Frog Legs

=—PLUS SEVEN OTHER ITEMS ~
NOW THRU JUNE 30, 1989
D, HOT BREAD, BAKED POTATO
BANQUET EACILITIES "
Up1o200. .-,
- o OPEN.7-DAYS
_ DAILYsMON. SAT At 11:00 AN,

FASHION SHUW -COCKTAIL HOU!
. Thursadny at Noo

LIVONIA.-425:5520°. * " OpEN.SUNDAYS AT 4 P:1Y

. 5GOOD REASONS
WHY YOU SHOULD EAT AT |
TRINI & CARMENS

1. Indepondent and family owned.
2. Centurlos of knowiedge and culture.
i} 3. Serving this area for 26 years. We are now serving the
chiidren and grandchildren of our eartlest customers.
4. We were the first with our own style Nacho- and
copled by many.
5, We serve quality food!

NOW INTRODUCING: STEAK & CHICKEN FAJITAS!

® Twice a week is better @ Twice a week is better @

@ Twice a week is better @ Twice a week is better

“LES MIS” KIDS
THERE WILL BE AN OPEN AUDITION FOR THE

DETROIT COMPANY OF “LES MISERABLES”

on man, June 27 on stage al the Fishar Theatre
n or Bullding, Detroll

NEEDED: Local children for the folfowing roles:
Uttls Cosstte — girts 7-10 years old, 48-55 inches tall.
A'sweet, innocent wail. Pretty soprana voice.
Gavrocha—boys 9- 11 years old, 48-55 inches fall.
A spunky street urchin. Lots of personality. Sings very welt.
Children shou!d bring a recent pholo stapled to a resume 1hal lists singing and
acting experience of raining. PLEASE BRING SHEET MUSIC. We will provida an
accompanist. (The songs that each character s_mgs in the show can be heard on
{he Broadway cas! recording which is available in local record stores.)
SIGN-UP FOR THE AUDITIONS BEGINS AT 9:00 AM.

ANYONE WHO WISHES TO AUDITION MUST SIGN UP BY

10:30AM. AUDITIONS HELD FROM 11:00 AM TO 5:00 PM.
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1989 Cruise Schedule
Cruising May—Mid-Cctober
turch 1100 4130 pe
Diener 7:00 pm-10:00 pen
tuh 11:00 am-1:30 pm
Diner 700 pm- 1000 pm

38 pe-200 bm
Bnch 11200 any-1:30 pm
Dinner 7:00 pm-10:00 pm
Moonkght V138 per- 200 s
Bunch 11:00 130 pon
Earty D 3:00 pen-5:30 prm

7:50 prv-W:00 prm

The Captain and crew invite you to cruise the Detroit River
and experience the excitement of Cruise/Dining. Enjoy

ative and inviting buffets, the fresh breezes of open
observation decks, a friendly service staff, live entertainment
and spectacular skylines — This is an experience to treasure.

Each crulse is a celebration when you dine aboard the Star!

for More Information and
Reservations Call

(313) 259-9161

Groups (25 or more) Call

(313) 259-9160
Major credit cards accepted.

Gift certificates are atways available,
Reservations accepted )mr-r?und.

THE STAR OF DETROIT

Experience the City Like Never Before
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